《Sutcliffe ’s Commentary on the Old & New Testaments - Matthew》(Joseph Sutcliffe)
Commentator

Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A., an English Wesleyan minister, was born at Baildon, Yorkshire. He was converted in early life and became a circuit riding preacher at age 24.

He was appointed by John Wesley to Redruth in 1786. Sutcliffe introduced Methodism into the Scilly Isles in 1788, and spent the last twenty years of his life in retirement in London, where he died May 14, 1856 at age 94.

His course was one of "unspotted Christian purity and progressive excellence. In Biblical scholarship he especially excelled." He was an indefatigable writer, publishing in all thirty-two works on religious subjects, the chief being this A Commentary on the Old and New Testament.

This commentary represents 40 years of Sutcliffe's study of the Bible. After retiring at age 74, he compiled this commentary from his Bible study notes he accumulated over the years. The commentary is mostly expositional with some exegetical comments and Hebrew/Greek analysis.

00 Introduction 

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. MATTHEW.
MATTHEW the Evangelist was a native of Galilee, and by profession a publican. He is called by St. Mark 2:14, Levi of Alpheus, that is, son of Alpheus, or of Cleophas. If so he was a relative of Christ, and must have had, as Dr. Lightfoot infers, three brothers among the twelve apostles; James, the less; Judas, called Lebbeus and Thaddeus, and Simon the Canaanite. As the Jews had many names, this is a point not clearly proved. It is not doubted but he was a hearer of John the baptist, as indeed were most of the apostles. He entered on his ministerial course by the sacrifice of his worldly profession, at the call of the Saviour. Papias, a hearer of John the evangelist, and a companion of Polycarp, says that Matthew “wrote his gospel in the Hebrew tongue, which every one interpreted as he was able,” by preaching and by expounding on his book. This testimony appears to be correct, for he never cites the version of the LXX, but takes all his quotations from the Hebrew text. But by the Hebrew we must understand, the same as is meant by St. Luke, who says, that when Paul spake in the Hebrew tongue, “they kept silence the more.” Be that as it might, he wrote for the use of the Hebrews converted to Christ, while St. Luke wrote for the Hellenists and Gentiles. Eusebius has collected the testimonies of Irenæus concerning the divine scriptures, book 5. chap. 8. Of St. Matthew’s gospel he says, it was published among the Hebrews, then called by the jews Nazarenes, while Peter and Paul were preaching the gospel at Rome, and founding the church in that city. There must however be a slight inaccuracy of the dates, for Matthew’s gospel was in the hands of the jews prior to St. Paul’s preaching at Rome. But as there is no dispute concerning the testimonies of Papias, Irenæus, and others; and as all agree with Origen, who says on tradition, that the four gospels were received without dispute by the whole church under heaven, we need add only, according to the testimony of Clemens of Alexandria, Strom. lib. 4., that St. Matthew was the only apostle that escaped martyrdom. Some say, that in obedience to the Lord, who had said, Acts 1:8, “Ye shall be witnesses unto me in the uttermost parts of the earth,” he travelled as far as Ethiopia, where he died at an advanced age. 

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-25
Matthew 1:1. The book of the generation, or rather the genealogy, of Jesus Christ. This is the Hebraical mode of writing. Moses says, Genesis 5:1, This is the book of the generations of Adam. Jesus, a Saviour, was his proper name. Christ, the anointed, the Messiah, was his surname of dignity and office, as prophet, priest, and king.

This genealogy was no doubt taken from the public records among the jews, neither the evangelist Matthew nor Luke is responsible for omissions of names, or the difficulties under which both the genealogies may seem to labour. It is obvious from the Chronicles, and from the great pains which Ezra took to purify the jewish seed, that the genealogies of families would be preserved by the jews in the best possible state of correctness. On the return from Babylon they divided the nation into ten classes, three of which were noble; the priests, the levites, and the Israelites of pure blood. The other seven were children by mothers forbidden by the law to have any alliance with the priests. To these must be added proselytes, emancipated servants, the Nothi, or persons in unlawful wedlock, the Nethinims, the illegitimate, whose parentage was uncertain, and the foundlings. So Dr. Lightfoot reckoned. By a nation whose genealogy was connected with nobility, and with the promise of the holy seed, the public registers would be kept as correctly as possible.

But how are we to reconcile the difference between the genealogy of St. Luke, and this of St. Matthew? It is replied, that they follow different lines of descent, and harmonize in the grand points. The genealogy itself is divided into five parts. From Adam to Noah — from Noah to Abraham — from Abraham to David — from David to Zerubbabel — and from Zerubbabel to Christ. Now from David to Zerubbabel, the two evangelists follow different lines. St. Matthew ascends from Solomon, and St. Luke descends to Nathan; but they both meet in the person of Salathiel. The one takes his line from Zerubbabel by Rhesa to Mary, the other from Zerubbabel by Abia to Joseph. It will be asked again, why St. Matthew should make Joseph’s father to be Jacob? St. Luke says that his father was Eli. The learned reader is here referred to Chrysostom, to Ambrose, and the Synopsis, where he will find a long note. Spanheim has also discussed it among his doubts. The substance of the criticism is, that Jacob was the proper father of Joseph, and Eli the proper father of Mary; consequently, by the marriage, both Jacob and Eli were the fathers of Joseph. Saurin, a prince among divines, in his sermon on the Family of Christ, which I have translated in the seventh volume of his sermons, reprobates the many unwise attempts of critics to solve this difficulty, and he removes every scruple by a simple recital of the text. “Jesus began to be about thirty years of age, being as was supposed, the son of Joseph, who was the son in law of Eli, having married Mary his daughter.” We find no objection against the improved genealogy of St. Luke till the times of Celsus, of Porphyry, and of Julian.

Matthew 1:6. David the king. His dignity is here named twice, to distinguish him from every other David. It is done to show the fidelity of God in raising up the Messiah of his line, as he had promised when Nathan the prophet was sent to console him, at the time his purposes to build the temple were not accepted. The Lord then promised him, that the Messiah should descend in his line to sit upon his throne for ever. This promise was afterwards the first source of comfort to the church, saying, “I will give you the sure mercies of David.” Isaiah 55:4. It is therefore with the justest propriety that this evangelist commenced his gospel with the genealogy of Christ, as the son of David.

Matthew 1:8. Joram begat Ozias. Here three names are omitted, Ahaziah, Joash, and Amaziah. Joram had many brethren, but he slew them all on coming to the throne. 2 Chronicles 21:4. The Ethiopians, for providence has a revenge against murder and adultery, slew all his children in return, as in Matthew 1:17, excepting Jehoahaz. Also the forty two grandchildren of Joram were slain by Jehu. 2 Chronicles 22:8. Ahaziah had many children, whom Athaliah slew on their father’s death; but Joash an infant escaped, and was the father of Ozias. Perhaps these three names are omitted because of their wickedness, as God has said, Psalms 37:28, the seed of the wicked shall be cut off. It must be observed that for any discrepancies, or apparent discrepancies, in these genealogies the evangelists are not responsible. They faithfully quoted the public records, which were admitted to be correct, and never disputed, so long as the jews remained a nation; and which consequently, no modern critic can have a right to dispute.

Matthew 1:16. Jacob begat Joseph. St. Luke says that Joseph was the son of Heli. This is accounted for by the law, which says, “If brethren dwell together, and one of them die, and have no child, the wife of the dead shall not marry without to a stranger. Her husband’s brother shall take her, and the firstborn shall succeed in the name of his brother that is dead.” Deuteronomy 25:5-6. By consequence, Jacob and Heli were brothers. See on Matthew 1:1.

Matthew 1:18. Mary was espoused to Joseph. The manner of betrothing a virgin among the jews was, to make her a promise of marriage before credible witnesses; then, after a convenient time, he took her home to his house with all the honours of a public marriage.

Matthew 1:19. Joseph — being a just man. A man of probity, benignity, and clemency, of a meek and quiet spirit.

Matthew 1:21. Thou shalt call his name Jesus, from the Hebrew Joshua, a Saviour, as explained in the next words, for he shall save his people from their sins. Those therefore who would derive the name from Jehovah, err. Jesus was a common name in Israel; but the great and high name of JEHOVAH belongs exclusively to the Eternal. Exodus 3:6. For Joshua, a Saviour, the LXX have ιησους, thence Jesus, who saves us from sin by his atoning sacrifice, from death by the power of his resurrection, and from the domination of Satan by the efficacy of his grace, and the power of his gospel.

Matthew 1:23. Behold, a virgin shall be with child, as explained in Isaiah 7:14.

REFLECTIONS.
The object of the Hebrew genealogies was to preserve a holy seed; and the tracing of the genealogy here is to prove, that Jesus Christ was indeed the son of David, and of the seed of Abraham. May we be solicitous to preserve ourselves from all carnal impurities, and to be a noble people wholly devoted to the Lord.

From the genealogy of Jesus Christ we see farther, that providence kept its eye on the promise made to Abraham, and successively renewed to Judah, and to David, through all the calamitous vicissitudes of David’s house, and of the Hebrew nation. Carnage, massacres, wars, captivity, and long oppressions of foreign yokes, could not disannul the sure promises of the almighty and everlasting God. Let us learn from the divine faithfulness, to keep our eye constantly on the great and precious promises of the covenant, and never to abandon them in the hour of temptation, or in the dark and cloudy day. God shall realize his word in greater sweetness than mortals can conceive. From this genealogy we learn farther, the vicissitudes of human life. We find David, a lovely youth, keeping his father’s sheep; we find his children princes in the land, and filling the throne for twenty one generations. We find them, after the return from Babylon, great in the Sanhedrim, and highly honoured under the name of the Asmonæan family.

Lastly, we find Joseph honestly working for his bread; for the Messiah was not to be born in a palace, but to spring up as a root out of a dry ground. Isaiah 53:2. Providence had provided Joseph with a trade, that he might earn his bread in a strange land when forced to flee into Egypt. How vain then is it for men to tempt providence in the acquisition of wealth. They may distinguish their name, raise their mansions, and roll in their carriages; but as the succeeding tide levels the sand-heaps which children have raised in play, so providence shall reduce the proud and send them back to the common mass.

Christ preferred poverty to riches, and the honour of the Father more than the honour of the world. He came not when the house of David was upon the throne, but when the sceptre was departed, and when the industry of private life was the guardian of family virtue. How different was his choice from that of the world.

We see the care of providence to honour marriage, and to guard the reputation of the Holy One of God from the foulest of slanders. Mary was betrothed to Joseph; and Joseph being righteous, would neither marry, nor openly put to shame a faithless woman, as he for a moment supposed. So the Son of God will ever suitably bless and honour those young people who with pure and simple hearts marry in the Lord. Those only are marriages pleasing to God, and honourable to the church, which are contracted in prudence, in purity, and with a single eye to the glory of God. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-23
Matthew 2:1. Jesus was born in Bethlehem, as is illustrated in Micah 5:2.

In the days of Herod the king, the son of Antipater, and father of Archelaus, who succeeded him on the throne. Herod, who was an Idumean, or an alien, is named here to indicate the time of our Saviour’s birth, and to show that the sceptre was departed from Judah, and from the Asmonæn family, who were often rulers, and honoured as descendants of David’s house.

Behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem. Magi, philosophers, learned in astronomy, and in all the sciences as then taught in the schools. The word is Persic.

But Chalcidius, as cited by Clarius, a philosopher of the Platonic school, says, they were Chaldeans, who believed that the appearance of some new star did not indicate pestilence, and diseases; but the descent of some venerable god, on a mission of grace for the preservation of the human kind.

Matthew 2:2. Where is he that is born king of the jews. This roused Herod’s fears. He said in himself, this infant king will excite great wars, seize my crown, and drive my family from the throne. Under these impressions he had recourse to unexampled crimes, instead of seeking defence from the Lord.

We have seen his star in the east. Balaam had said a star shall come out of Jacob. The Romans had an adage to the same effect. Ecce Dionæi processit Cæsasaris astrum. This star is thought to be a collection of light in the heavens which for two years hovered in the higher region of the air, and could be seen at the Euphrates. It illuminated all the country on the night of our Saviour’s birth. Luke 2:9.

Matthew 2:5. In Bethlehem of Judea. Micah had foretold that the great Shepherd should be born there, who should rule and feed his flock; and his office is copiously described in Zechariah 11. Ezekiel 34. and John 10. St. Matthew uses the word rule, which agrees with Zechariah’s staves of beauty and bands. This Shepherd had power to break the covenant with Israel, which none of the kings of Judah ever had. 

Matthew 2:6. Thou Bethlehem in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda, or rulers, as in the Latin versions. The rabbins are severe on the evangelists on the subject of quotations, and allege “That they are either erroneous, or mutilated, or the meaning is distorted, or not derived from authentic books, but often from memory, which is fallacious.” In Micah 5:2, the Hebrew word is thousands; whereas Matthew says princes; and he had authority for so doing, as giving an improved reading. The Hebrews numbered the nation by thousands. Gideon a prince said to the angel, My family is poor in Manasseh. 6:15. Here the Hebrew reads, My thousand is the meanest in Manasseh. As Christ was the King of kings, and as every thousand had its prince, so Matthew makes the quotation in an enlivened form. St. Paul, with the justest propriety, paraphrases the words of David in Psalms 40:6. “Mine ears hast thou opened; a body hast thou prepared me.”

Matthew 2:15. Out of Egypt have I called my son. St. Paul says that Adam “was a figure of him that was to come.” Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are also allowed to be figures of Christ. The posterity of those patriarchs, therefore, when called out of Egypt, were figures of the wanderings and the sufferings of Christ, and of his church. The christians in Jerusalem would raise no objections against this application: the Hebrews by common consent were figures of the christian church.

Matthew 2:16. Herod slew all the children that were in Bethlehem. It is said that one of his own male children, named Antipater, after his father, fell among the victims. When the news reached the ears of Augustus the emperor, he is reported to have said, that he would rather be Herod’s pig than Herod’s son. Vide Poli. Syn. This slaughter of the infants is attested by Macrobius.

Matthew 2:18. In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation and weeping. So Jeremiah speaks, after he had warned the Benjamites to flee from Bethlehem, and from Ramah, the adjacent district, to avoid the sword of the Chaldeans. Jeremiah 6:1; Jeremiah 31:15. But prophecies have often a double sense, for the prophets always spake with the Messiah before them. When Isaiah went to king Ahaz with his infant son in his arms, he promised that a virgin should bear a Son, who should eventually save Israel. When the man of God came to Bethel, he gave a sign by the rending of the altar, that king Josiah should burn the bones of the apostate priests. So here, the prophet Jeremiah, from the Chaldean slaughter, got a glance of the infant martyrs whom Herod immolated in hopes of destroying the Christ. 

REFLECTIONS.
What care did providence take of the infant Messiah. Angels, and the spirit of prophecy, announced his birth to the church, while a star gave omen of his advent to the eastern world. Bourdaloue has well improved this subject in a sermon which I here translate and abridge. “In the mystery of this day, we find the accomplishment of Simeon’s words. This child shall be set for the rising and falling of many. He was a subject of elevation to the Magi, and of ruin to Herod. He executed the judgment of which he afterwards spake, enlightening some, and blinding others. The Magi are enlightened, while Herod and the Jews are blinded. Mystery, which we are not permitted to sound, but in which I ought, notwithstanding, to find instruction for your souls.

In the Magi, who sought the Son of God, we have a model of sound wisdom for all true christians. Let us therefore examine the characters of their faith. In its commencement, promptitude to follow the call of heaven. This was the first effect of the Magi’s faith, and the first fruit of that exalted wisdom which disposed and qualified them to seek the Saviour. As soon as they saw his star, they came to do him homage. Hence to seek God in the sound, zealous way of a faithful soul, is not to reason, nor to deliberate, but to execute and act without delay. It is a resolution to surmount every difficulty. The Magi left their country, their families; a farther character of their infant faith, and new proof of their eminent wisdom. If we wish, like them, to find the Saviour, we must vanquish the difficulties which discourage our indolence, and obstruct our path.

We must mark their faith in its progress. In their well supported constancy, when the star disappeared. Their faith was neither embarrassed nor disconcerted. They went and acted as before. Here appear the endowments of heavenly wisdom. It is to these trials that God sometimes exposes us after conversion. He suspends some of our sensible comforts, he leaves us in some sort to ourselves, that it may afford him occasion to mark our constancy. What, in the interval, did the Magi do to supply the defect of the star? They informed themselves, they had recourse to the priests and doctors of the law; and we ourselves ought to acquire illumination and comfort under clouds, in the same way. We as well as they have ministers to whom we ought to apply. The Magi teach us something more, and what? To seek God with a noble contempt of all human respect. In the midst of Jerusalem, and in the presence even of Herod, they asked for the new-born King of the Jews. We must mark the perfection of their faith. They came to Bethlehem, they found Jesus Christ in a manger, and notwithstanding the humility of his state, they acknowledged him for their Sovereign. Admirable perfection of faith: they not only adored him as sovereign of the world, but worshipped him as God. Perfection of faith! They made him mysterious offerings, expressive of his divinity, his humanity, and sovereignty; for so signify the incense, myrrh, and gold which they presented. Thus strangers came afar to seek Jesus in Judea, while he was renounced by the Jews, surrounding the place of his nativity. And who knows whether God will not resume our neglected talent of faith? Who knows whether he will not take it from us, and send it to the heathen?

We have here also a portrait of the blind wisdom of reprobate and worldly men, in Herod’s persecution of Jesus Christ. This false wisdom is at enmity with God. It attacks him, it revolts against him. What, did Herod not attempt to destroy the infant king? Now all he did was dictated by unsound policy. How often is it also that crafty worldlings, profane as Herod, oppose Christ with views as interested and hypocritical.

But God is at enmity with this reprobate wisdom. What did the new-born Saviour do on his part to confound the policy of Herod? He troubled him. Herod was assailed with a thousand suspicions and fears. “Nothing,” says Chrysostom, “is more capable of troubling a proud prince than a God, poor and humble.” He likewise made himself odious. Herod, to gratify his ambition, became the horror of human nature; and who is more odious than a worldling, who sacrifices every virtue to his interest and fortune? The Lord confounded his counsel. In vain did Herod massacre the infants of Bethlehem and its vicinity, while Jesus Christ escaped; and in vain does the worldly man, with all his boasted wisdom, desire happiness; he never obtains his wish.

In defiance of himself, Herod became subservient to the designs of providence. He determined to extirpate the name of Israel’s infant king, but his measures concurred to make him the more distinguished. How often have we seen impious men do the same. But by the secret arrangement of providence, their crimes have recoiled upon their own heads. Let us then for ever renounce the wisdom of the world, which is reprobate; and let us follow the wisdom of the gospel, to seek and find out God.” 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-17
Matthew 3:1. In those days came John the Baptist. When the time of the seventy weeks was fulfilled, when the sceptre was departed from Judah, and when all the east, according to Suetonius, expected one to arise in Judea who should be the ruler of all things. It was when Tiberius entered the fifteenth year of his reign, that the preacher of the desert opened his commission.

Preaching in the wilderness of Judea. John had a special revelation from heaven, of all the particulars of his mission with regard to doctrine and to baptism. Of this revelation we know but one fact, that on whomsoever he should see the Spirit descend, and resting upon him, the same was the Messiah. John 1:33. The glory was uncreated, and the sign was infallible. The spirit of his ministry and baptism was to sanctify and prepare his country for the reception of Christ, and for accession to the evangelical kingdom, as Moses had sanctified them for the reception of the law. 1 Corinthians 10:2. After this revelation, it is not doubted but that John instantly opened his commission in his own neighbourhood, the hill country, and wilderness of Judea. The king’s business required haste, and the harbinger of the Lord was too full of the Spirit to admit of delay.

Matthew 3:2. Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. These brilliant words were the general text of all his future sermons. ΄ετανοεω is the current verb in the new testament, and designates, after better instruction, a return from folly to wisdom, from sin to holiness, as when the prodigal, by an eminent display of grace, “came to himself.” It is ever connected with becoming fruits and evidences, as conviction of sin, a fear of punishment, a godly sorrow, earnest prayer, and all the fruits of righteousness, just the reverse of our former sin and folly. — It is a repentance from dead works, to serve the living and true God. Hebrews 6:1.

There is another verb, ΄εταμελομαι, by which it is expressed five times in the new testament, and always designates a change of mind, either for good or otherwise. Matthew 27:3; Matthew 21:29; Matthew 21:32. 2 Corinthians 7:8. Hebrews 7:21. — This great work of unfeigned repentance and conversion, must be repeated daily for our defects, and especially after all our backslidings from God. Hebrews 6:6. This tender and gracious work is designed to prepare the heart for the reign of grace in the inward kingdom of heaven. 

Matthew 3:4. His meat was locusts and wild honey, or honey taken out of hollow trees. The species of locust are very numerous. Some are about the size of a man’s little finger. “The Bushmen in South Africa, not only eat them, but dry them in the sun, and pound them as a substitute for bread.” Campbell’s Travels. Baronius contends however, that acrides signifies the tops of vegetables and trees, as well as insects. See the note on the locust, Exodus 10:4. Joel 1:4.

Matthew 3:7. The Pharisees and Sadducees. The former were a sect of learned men zealous for the law, and were distinguished as religious characters by their dress. In the time of Josephus their number was about six thousand, that is, prior to the destruction of Jerusalem. Women were not excluded from this sect. This religious order was formed about one hundred years before our Saviour’s time. They engaged to keep every iota of the law; to fast twice a week, pray, and give alms. They were famed for sanctity of manners, but neglected judgment, mercy, and faith. Our Saviour sometimes calls them hypocrites; but Pliny calls them degenerate dogs, and black sheep. The Sadducees were of equal rank with the Pharisees; and the sect originated with Zadok. They were called Baithuses, and in Egypt the Karaites. They denied a future state, and consequently the existence of angels or spirits. They quarrelled with the temple worship which said, for ever and ever, or from age to age. This wicked and infidel sect arose about the time that Malachi died. See Matthew 22:23.

Come to his baptism. The jews baptized proselytes in whole families, the man, the woman, and all their children, in order that they might be saved from the sins of the age and the punishments coming on the world, as Noah and his sons were saved by water in the ark. By the like figure, says an apostle, does baptism now save us. 1 Peter 3:21. Peter also said to the jews, “Save yourselves from this untoward generation.”

Dr. Lightfoot, who understood Hebrew better than the rabbins of his age, and was superior to any christian critic in the sacred tongue, brings here and elsewhere many quotations to prove the baptism of children. First, “they baptize a little proselyte according to the judgment of the sanhedrim;” that is, as the gloss reads, “If he be deprived of his father, and if his mother bring him to be made a proselyte, because none becomes a proselyte without circumcision and baptism, according to the judgment of the sanhedrim; that is, unless three men be present at his baptism, who are now to him instead of a father.” Bab. Cherubb, fol. 2. This proves that godfathers were only for orphan children. Dr. Lightfoot brings a second proof of infant baptism from the Gemara, which a little after says, “If the sons and daughters of a proselyte are made proselytes, that which is done by their father redounds to their good. But rabbi Joseph says, when they come to years, they may retract.” The gloss adds, “This is to be understood of little children, who are made proselytes together with their father.” — “If an Israelite take a gentile child, or find a gentile infant, and baptise him in the name of a proselyte, behold he is a proselyte.”

Now, the disciples of Christ finding baptism in use among the jews did not alter it, they only applied it towards its proper object; viz. they baptized with water unto repentance: Matthew 3:11. They baptized in the name of Jesus; and lastly, they baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. Matthew 28:19. Five times we read that they baptized households. Hence it is of no avail to deny infant baptism. It is misguiding the ignorant, and giving a false gloss to the holy scriptures. They might just as well say that women did not receive the sacrament, as say that the primitive christians did not baptize their children, because it is not said that women did communicate, or that infants were baptized. Origen however says, “It was always the custom of the church to baptize children.”

Now though the jews, resident in a warm country, did baptize by dipping, we are nowhere restricted to that form of baptism, and especially, as in the great churches, even in the early times, difference of mode prevailed. Some dipped, some sprinkled, and some poured water on the children. The emperor Constantine was baptized when sick in bed, by having water sprinkled upon him. Baptism is a figure of the renewing of the Holy Ghost, and of our purification from sin; and as we are oftener said to be sprinkled with the blood of Christ than washed, I do not see the absolute force of forms. Every father has a right to choose his own mode for his own child.

Matthew 3:9. Think not to say — we have Abraham to our father. Dr. Lightfoot, to lower the Hebrew theology, gives us a story here out of the Talmud of Jerusalem, that “Abraham sits at the gate, and will not suffer any Israelite to descend into the fire of gehenna.” The ancient jews had long boasted, “the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord are we.” The drunken rulers of Jerusalem mocked Isaiah in a high tone of derision: chap. 28. He rejoined, that God had begun to build another temple, one of living stones, and that the hail of invasion should sweep away all their refuges of lies. He adds still stronger words of their utter execration, in Isaiah 65:15. 

Matthew 3:10. Now also the axe is laid to the root of the trees. These words portend that the destruction of hypocrites, and of all the impenitent, was near at hand. As the woodman in a morning throws down his axe at the root of a tree, while he takes off his coat to give the final blows to the tall cedar or the ancient oak, so the Roman axe was already commissioned to strike at the jewish nation, and give them a total fall. Their rejection of the kingdom of heaven which was now approaching, would be the prelude to this dreadful catastrophe.

Matthew 3:16. Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him. This is the consecration of the Saviour for his ministry, without human hands. It is altogether Divine. It followed his baptism, for means are attended with grace. David after his anointing slew in succession a lion, a bear, and the gigantic Goliath. In like manner Solomon was taken to the fount of the Gihon above Jerusalem, and there washed and consecrated. He then mounted his father’s horse, and marched against the rebels.

St. Luke adds, Luke 3:21, that when all the people were baptized, “Jesus prayed,” and they seem to have gathered round him. Then it was that the heavens were opened; and according to Jerome, the glory shone along the Jordan to some extent. This visible splendour was the ancient emblem of the divine presence. This glory John saw, the seal from heaven of the Saviour’s designation, as the prophet, the priest, the prince of his church. And the testimony of John to the scribes corresponds to this. “I knew him not; but he who sent me to baptize with water, the same said to me, upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and resting on him, the same is he that baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God.” John 1:33-34. To this testimony the apostles appeal, as a higher revelation than that of the prophets. 2 Peter 1:17-18. Colossians 1:13. Matthew 17:5.

If it be asked why the similitude of a dove was preferred to emblems of fire, or chariots of glory; we might say, because of his meekness, and lowliness of heart. “He shall not cry, nor lift up (a banner) nor cause his voice to be heard in the street.” Isaiah 42:2. It was that we might approach him, arrayed in every engaging form of innocence, mildness, affability, and love.

Matthew 3:17. And lo, a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son. This is the voice from heaven to earth, the declaration of the Father to the human race, that the Christ, arrayed in mortal flesh, was the only-begotten Son of God. The title designates him to be one with the Father, and equal with God. St. Paul’s question is cogent here: “To which of the angels said he at any time, thou art my Son?” How different are these aspects of grace from those cast on the old world, when it repented the Lord that he had made man. Genesis 6:7.

I must superadd here a strong stricture on Dr. Campbell’s new translation of the four gospels. He thus renders Matthew 4:3; Matthew 4:6 : “If thou be a son of God!” If the doctor plead the absence of the Greek masculine article, the appeal is unfounded; the article being twice repeated in this verse, with a voice from heaven, as in Matthew 17:5. It was not essential for diabolus to repeat it here. Besides, how can a son of God create, by turning stones to bread? Was any son of God higher than this wicked one, who never invaded the creative prerogatives of the Deity. This, in defiance of all shame, is the running language of all the unitarian books. The faith of diabolus was pure and correct; he doubted not that the Divinity dwelt in Christ; this was a point he durst not dispute; his sole aim was to draw his human nature, in time of hunger, to sin, either by distrusting providence, or by working a miracle for vanity, to demonstrate the truth of what the voice from heaven had said. If our unitarians would speak out in the titles of their books, we might avoid the deleterious poison of their breath. The blasphemy of Diderot in the French academy was, “Strike the wretch, but conceal the hand.” Of this preceptor they are the pupils; they slide their venom not only into our sacred books, but into our magazines, reviews, travels, and school books. Oh christian, beware! Neither touch nor taste the forbidden fruit. If you visit the hospitals of death, you will not come away without infection.

REFLECTIONS.
From the nativity of Jesus Christ, our eyes make a sudden transition to the preacher of the desert, whose birth and mission are related by the evangelists Luke and John. This man, though of priestly descent, tutored in solitude, came forth at the appointed time in the spirit and power of Elijah. He received his commission and his instructions immediately from heaven. He was instructed to preach repentance, to baptize the people, and to assure them that the Messiah would tread on his steps; and whom he should recognize by a visible descent of the Holy Ghost, which glory was at all times an infallible mark of the Godhead. John, filled with the Spirit, and starting like a giant in his course, raised his voice in the wilderness, Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. This was the text of all his sermons, and the leading trait of his ministry. The severities of his food and dress, the superior aspect of his countenance, together with the grace and terror of his words, seized on the multitude, and interested his nation. The Messiah’s kingdom, which Daniel had said the Lord would erect in the Roman times, Daniel 2:44, and which all the prophets saw afar off, John declared was now at hand, even the kingdom of grace in the heart, of truth in the earth, and of glory opened from above.

Repentance is the first preparation for that kingdom. If men wish to become the friends of God, they must leave their sins, must hate them, and weep for them. They must repair their faults towards men as far as is in their power, and towards God with unfeigned tears of godly sorrow. Pardon then descends on the conscience, peace, righteousness, and joy are opened in the heart. These doctrines John illustrated and applied to all ranks of men with irresistible conviction and force, and a nation was baptized in the Jordan, confessing their sins.

But sad to tell, when God effectuates a great work in a nation, the priests and rulers, often through pride, seek to destroy it. We seem to see the learned doctors of Jerusalem, hearing of the fame of John, and affecting to despise it, as the lying wonder of the day. Presently some festival arrived; and now they look cloudy one at another, and ask why the courts were so thinly attended. It was replied, the people are all gone after John. Whenever it is known where he preaches, whole towns, and all the villages are deserted. What must we do to suppress it? The popular humour must be opposed with caution. Let us place some of our most subtle doctors as spies over his person, let them listen to his sermons, ask him questions, and penetrate his views, that we may be the better able so to eradicate his heresy, and bring him to punishment. — Ah, so is the heart of man, which does not yield to God.

Hypocrites must be rebuked in the severest language. When John saw these doctors approach him in their robes, destitute of tears, and the contrite looks of true repentance; when he saw them bow with apparent respect, while their countenance looked twenty different ways; moved by the divine impetus, he cried, oh generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come? The day of burning is at hand, Malachi 4:1; yet you have no repentance. With carnal hearts you rest in covenant privileges, and boast of being Abraham’s seed; but you are the seed of the serpent, and God is about to crush the viper’s brood. He will adopt these stones, these young converts, as the living stones of his spiritual temple. Yea, and as the woodman applies his axe to the root of the tree, so the Lord is about to give a fatal blow to both root and branch of your nation. Oh how desperately wicked is the human heart: every lust is of the viper’s brood.

How great also is the punishment of impenitent men. John gave proof to the doctors that he was a prophet, by revealing the thoughts of their hearts; yet they repented not. Therefore the winnowing, the burning day approached; the day of God’s great wrath, and always wrath to come; wrath to come for ever. And canst thou, oh christian minister, after hearing John’s voice, see among thine auditory persons lately occupying the first place at theatres and balls, and deal with them in affable dissuasions from vice, and persuasives to virtue? This would be to damn thine own soul, without saving them.

Presently after they who were all guile had departed, he who was all innocence approached. But John, revolting at the honour which the Lord conferred on the servant, forbade him in a yielding modesty. In the baptism of our blessed Lord and Master, we see a pattern of obedience. He who requires all precepts to be obeyed, did himself fulfil all righteousness. Hence, as Jesus entered on his ministry in purity of body and mind, ministers and members of his church must be washed and sanctified by grace. Regeneration is the gate of life, and of the church.

John having borne testimony that Christ was his Master and Lord, the Father from heaven next bears testimony that Jesus, though now in the likeness of sinful flesh, was his beloved Son; yea, inexplicably so, and incomparably above angels. Hebrews 1:5. This was the voice on Sinai, this was the voice in the holy of holies, and this voice was proof that all glory and grace rested now in Christ, as the fountain of life to his church. The glory was at all times an infallible proof of the presence of God. Hence this cloud, this voice, this dove were to the church a threefold testimony, that Christ was the true God and eternal life. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-25
Matthew 4:1. Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit, υπο του πνευματος, the Holy Spirit, as indicated by the Greek article, and declared in the verses preseding. Led into the wilderness, where he was with the wild beasts. Mark 1:12-13. Here, like Moses on the mount, Exodus 24., the Saviour enjoyed abstraction from the world, and lived with the Father, without need of earthly food, as the saints shall live in heaven. Here also, as Moses received the law, so the Saviour received the new law, the law of the Spirit of life.

To be tempted of the devil, of the accuser, as in Revelation 12:9-10. But the word in authors is often applied to persons guilty of calumny and slander. In Hebrew, the evil one is called Satan, the adversary. The LXX call him διαβολος diábolus, dev, or devil, from the Persic. St. Paul charges both men and women not to be διαβολοι diaboloi, false accusers. 2 Timothy 3:3. Titus 2:3. Satan is often called ο πονηρος, the evil one, as in 1 John 5:18, and again in Matthew 4:19. “The whole world lieth in the wicked one.” The satyrs mentioned in Isaiah 13:21; Isaiah 34:14, are called διαμονια demons by the LXX, and are followed by the evangelists when speaking of inferior spirits. In many places they are called διαμων, and διαμονιον; and in profane authors, numen, larva, genius, &c. Christian, these are thine enemies. Take the panoply, the whole armour of God. What Milton says is founded on ancient faith.

Millions of spiritual creatures walk the earth Unseen, both when we wake, and when we sleep. Paradise Lost, book 4:677.
Matthew 4:2. He was afterwards an hungered. Hunger may be regarded as the keenest sensation of nature, and has often excited the passions to desperate deeds.

Matthew 4:3. The tempter came to him. Probably in the person of some aged patriarch, full of good offices; but though professing humanity, he brought him stones instead of bread. Our Milton, whose genius is surpassed by none, in the ninth book of Paradise Lost, makes the same tempter enter the serpent, and sport his coils and gambols in the presence of Eve, who being delighted and astonished with his conversation, said, I thought the beasts were dumb; — how is it that you can reason and speak? I have acquired all this vivacity, and all these superior endowments, he replied, by eating the most delicious fruits of a certain tree. Eve beguiled by these and similar arguments, plucked and ate! The serpent then fled, well knowing the influence the woman would have over her husband.

In like manner, the second Adam must be tried as well as the first. No auxiliaries must be allowed the Saviour, and no restraints must be imposed on the prince of darkness, beyond the limits of his commission. The battle must be fairly fought, and on the great theatre of the spiritual world. The ministry of angels must be suspended, as was the battle between the Trojans and the Greeks, while Achilles and Hector engaged in single combat.

If thou be the Son of God. If thou art what the voice from heaven has said, God’s beloved Son; the only begotten, the emanation of the Father’s glory, the Word, the Wisdom, the power of God by whom all things were created, command that these stones be made bread. Here is the true idea of the Son of God, who is one substance with the Father. Here is the true, the fair inference drawn from his Divinity, — that of creative power. Command that these stones be made bread. The inference of the apostle John is the same: “all things were made by him, and without him was not any thing made that was made.” Such also is the inference of other inspired men. Psalms 33:6. Proverbs 8:22; Proverbs 8:30. Colossians 1:15.

Satan’s design however was hidden under fair appearances of words; his aim was if possible to beguile the Saviour, to induce a distrust of providence, and attempt a miracle in unbelief. Nay, not a miracle only, but a superabundance of miracles; he does not say this stone, but “these stones.” Had he succeeded in this temptation, he had succeeded also in drawing the Saviour into sin, and so of frustrating the work of human redemption. — What was the Saviour’s reply?

Matthew 4:4. Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. This was our Lord’s answer, which intimates that as bread sustains the body, so the promises of God sustain the soul. Thus also he teaches us in the trying hour, to run to the bible for counsel and divine support. Those weapons of distrust, of doubt and fear, are still the artillery of the prince of darkness to harrass the saints. Strange arguments, that we should distrust the love of a heavenly Father, and the promises of God, which are all yea and amen in Christ Jesus. To these precious words of grace, let us alway have recourse in the day of conflict; and let us abate nothing of their plenitude, because they are like the source from which they flow, infinite and inexhaustible. 

Matthew 4:5-7. Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, the name of Jerusalem in all the east, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple, and said, If thou be the Son of God, a point, (according to Theophylact) of which I am in doubt, give proof that thou art the Messiah of the ancient church by riding on the wings of the wind, and making the clouds thy chariot. Cast thyself down, for he shall give his angels charge concerning thee. To this insinuation our Lord answered, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. Thus Satan was completely foiled; he could neither excite the Saviour to vanity, nor disturb the meekness of his temper. God has indeed given his angels charge concerning us; but it is while we are in the path of duty, and not of presumption: how otherwise have we lived among deaths, and been safe in the midst of dangers? Assuredly the good angel of the Lord hath redeemed us from all evil, and from all mischief.

Matthew 4:8. Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them. Here is the third round of the combatants, and the last effort of the foe. Here was presented the riches, the glories, and pleasures of the world in the aggregate; the glory for which the Sesostrises, the Nebuchadnezzars, the Alexanders, the Cæsars have waded through rivers of blood. The world have bowed to these fading glories and worshipped their gods. They were presented to the Saviour with all the plausible eclat of Lucifer, that he who could show them, could also give them. This was Satan’s grand stroke for victory, a stroke which seldom fails; for what can dazzle mortals more than a crown?

Matthew 4:10. It is written, said the Saviour, thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. This simple word, the sharp sword of the Spirit, vanquished the foe; he fled, too far degraded for disgrace, leaving the Lord arrayed in all his conquering glory. Now, as at his resurrection, he beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.

Beware, oh christian, of the unitarian philosophy, a vain substitute for revelation. With these men, all is here a mere vision, a dream, a nothing. Thus the glory of Christ is lost in the pride of science, falsely called wisdom. Thus the mediatorial glory is lost, that Christ was made like unto his brethren, and was tempted in all points like as we are, yet without sin.

Matthew 4:12. Now, when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, by the malice of Herodias, aided as critics say, by the malice of the scribes and pharisees, he departed from Nazareth to Galilee of the gentiles; for Herod’s territories extended to upper Galilee. It is probable that some storm of persecution followed the arrest of John the baptist. Matthew 14.

Matthew 4:16. The people which sat in darkness saw great light. Isaiah spake these words to comfort the nation in complicated invasions and wars; but ever worshipping with the Messiah before his eyes, he saw him coming as the light of the gentiles and the glory of the people of Israel. A state of nature is a state of darkness, loaded with crimes, and groaning with miseries; and what is worse, they know not the way of life, till the dayspring from on high shall visit them.

Matthew 4:19. I will make you fishers of men. Sweet is that voice, and gracious that call, to cast the net into the sea and save souls. And of all the godlike pleasures which the mind can taste, none is equal to that. Oh young man, pursued with that inward call, quench it not. To gain the mind by truth, and win the heart with grace, is to save a soul from death, to become a crown of rejoicing in the day of the Lord. Resist it not, and God who gives it will make your way to the sanctuary.

Matthew 4:23. Teaching in their synagogues. A synagogue was not formed but where there were ten men learned in the law, and men who were at leisure from secular affairs. Hence the synagogues were mostly governed by men advanced in years. Three of these were magistrates, according to Dr. Lightfoot, who judged of disputes, of thefts, of various acts of uncleanness, of the admission of proselytes, and of the laying on of hands. Next to these was the Chazan, that is the angel of the church, or episcopos — overseer of the congregation. He superintended those who read the law, and sometimes preached; but he employed whom he pleased to read. Three of the ten were called Parnasin: that is pastors, deacons or almoners. And these officers are frequently called the seven good men of the city by the Talmudists. The man who held the eighth rank in the synagogue was the interpreter; the office of the ninth and tenth is not so distinctly known. This account justifies an assertion of Ostervald, that the primitive christians performed their worship much after the manner of the jews. See my translation of his Exercise of the Sacred Ministry. It justifies, in regard to officers, what Jerome says, that bishop and presbyter were originally the same office; the one being the title of age, the other of dignity.

Matthew 4:24. Those which were possessed with devils, and those which were lunatic — he healed. Wide as all India, and the gentile islands, devil- worship is practised; but the priests of demons mostly officiate in the night. Why then doubt that Satan may really dwell in his worshippers? St. Luke, a physician, makes the same distinction between demoniacy and lunacy. The former is supernatural, and often connected with disease, as in Mark 9:25 : the latter is a corporeal infirmity, and claims the most indulgent compassion.

REFLECTIONS.
The moment our Saviour entered on a sphere of labour, he entered on a scene of conflicts. Satan took alarm at the glory of his person, and the expectation of his work. Though God tells not his secrets to his enemies, Satan was well acquainted with the scriptures, and with all the glorious circumstances of the incarnation and birth of Christ; the adversary and accuser therefore thought it high time to be busy. But, despairing of success, he watched an opportunity, firmly believing that our Saviour might degrade himself with sin. He did not dare to tempt him in presence of the church, but on seeing that the Holy Spirit had led him into the desert to a miraculous fast of forty days, as was prefigured by Moses and Elias, he ventured, on perceiving him hungry, to induce him to change stones into bread, for he had once changed the dew of heaven into manna to feed his hungry people. This was apparently kind of Satan; for he always tempts man to sin under the notion of some pleasure, or some good. But the latent object of the deceiver was to induce him to despair of God’s protecting care.

The beloved Son, ever faithful to his Father’s love, said with resentful horror, Get thee hence, Satan. The temptation to project himself from the temple was equally despised. The third equally so; the glories of earth had no charms for him who possessed the glories of heaven. Then, oh my soul, if thy Saviour would not please the enemy for the throne and sovereignty of the earth, do not thou please him for any mean and momentary compliance, for all sin is pain and not pleasure. Be faithful to thy God, and he will raise thee to greater honour than Satan can either promise or bestow.

Ministers also may learn many things from the temptations of Christ. The entrance on their work is often a time of temptation in every view, and Satan, in the course of their work, will try every temptation both of presumption, despair, and worldly allurements. They will not, they cannot get through without being exposed to many a fiery dart of the wicked one, and even to the end of life. Let them, like the Saviour, begin their work with frequent fastings, and constant prayer; and habituate themselves to the love of solitude and retirement. Above all, let us be thankful that the second Adam has foiled the foe, and that he is able to succour them that are tempted. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-48
Matthew 5:1. Seeing the multitudes, assembled from six provinces to see and to hear the great, the promised prophet, who had opened his ministry with glorious miracles. But our Saviour looked upon them, not for distinction of dress and rank, these being vain in the eyes of heaven: he looked for those whom the world overlook, he looked for his Father’s image in the crowd, the poor in spirit, the mourners, and the meek.

Matthew 5:3. Blessed are the poor in spirit. These characters are justly noticed first, because they most of all feel their need of a Saviour. They renounce their sins, lay their boasting in the dust, and come as mendicants to the house of mercy. Here the rich man identifies himself with the poor, with the most abject and weak, and the learned man leaves the pride of science behind. They renounce all confidence in an arm of flesh, in vows and resolutions. These are the men who are heirs of promises, who experience an instantaneous conversion, and rush into the kingdom of heaven by the violence of faith and prayer. Their cry is, “Pour into our hearts such love towards thee, that we loving thee above all things, may obtain thy promises which exceed all that we can desire.” Coll. 6. after Trinity. Then the kingdom of heaven is opened in their heart. Luke 17:21. Romans 14:17. God has chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom.

Matthew 5:4. Blessed are they that mourn, and grieve for all their sins, for the afflictions and miseries of human life, and who weep with those that weep. The Messiah is appointed to preach good tidings to the meek, to appoint unto them that mourn, interior beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, and the garments of praise, the white clothing worn on the Hebrew festivals, for the spirit of heaviness. God has a brilliant climax of consolations for souls that are depressed. He will remove their sins, and inspire them with the joys of remission; yea, with all consolation in Christ Jesus. He will deliver them in the day of trouble, and cause their sickness to prepare them for higher enjoyments of glory; and no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.

Matthew 5:5. Blessed are the meek, as David says, for they shall inherit the earth. Psalms 37:11. This is the opposite grace of the high, the proud, and revengeful temper of belligerent spirits. It gives the good man a dignity and an ascendency over his angry brother, by all the calm of self-possession. He disdains revenge, and overcomes evil with good.

The word ענוה gnanevah, mansuetudo, meekness is of constant occurrence in the old testament for the character of the righteous, and invariably designates meekness, humility, poverty, and affliction. It is the association of every virtue, and every excellence in the christian temper. The name is often joined with words of similar import, as in Zephaniah 3:12. “I will leave a humble and a tender people in the midst of thee, and they shall trust in the Lord.” The spirit of this beatitude is, that God will be the consolation, defence, and avenger of his people. He will arise to save the meek of the earth. Psalms 86:9. He will also bless them with length of days, as is abundantly promised in the holy scriptures. Exodus 20:12; Exodus 23:28. Isaiah 65:22. Jeremiah 35:19. 2 Timothy 4:8.

Matthew 5:6. Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness — all the righteousness which is of God by faith, and which he has promised to rain down upon the earth, as he once rained manna on the camp of Israel. Isaiah 45:8. This is the proper food of the soul. It is Christ, the true bread, who came down from heaven. For this bread we must hunger, for this fountain we must thirst. The two metaphors are very impressive. When we are hungry we desire food; when we are thirsty we desire drink. Nothing will do but food for the hungry, nothing but water for the faint. Gold is despised for bread. The desire of food to the hungry encreases to fever and burning heat; and the oppressed will use all endeavours to obtain meat. To offer the hungry riches and honours, is to mock at their miseries. The sensations of hunger constantly pursue them; and they die, if food be not afforded. — The promise more than supplies their wants; they shall be filled — filled with all joy and peace through believing. The good Shepherd will lead them to green pastures, and make them to lie down beside the still waters. Psalms 23:2. They shall be fed with all the superabundance of the gospel feast. Isaiah 55:2. John 7:37.

Matthew 5:7. Blessed are the merciful, who possess a kind and feeling disposition, emanating from the love of God shed abroad in the heart. HE is good to all, sending his rain on the just, and on the unjust; and he teaches his children to do the same. It is their province to heal the wounded mind, to give bread to the hungry, and employ the poor. All these good offices are feasts of charity, in which the benevolent taste the pleasures of a God. — To them the promise is sure; they shall obtain mercy. God will pardon, and will cover all their sins, but not as debts for alms. Unto the upright there arises light in the darkness. Job had been eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame; and the Lord lifted up his head above all his sore afflictions. Job 29, 42. To real christians, who are ever distinguished by charity, the Lord promised the riches of the gentiles. Isaiah 54:3. And where poverty attends the saints, that promise is sure to all: they shall be rewarded at the resurrection of the just. Psalms 4:3.

Matthew 5:8. Blessed are the pure in heart. A clean heart is the mother of every virtue. David expresses the same sentiment in Psalms 24:3. “Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart.” This purity implies a new creation of the inner man, the renewal of a right spirit within us. It is the putting off of the old man, and the putting on of the new. It is a resurrection with Christ to newness of life, the awaking up of the soul into the divine likeness, which alone can prepare us for the vision of God. The words of John are of similar import: “we know that we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.” What a change is sanctification, from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. Let our prayer be, Create in me a clean heart, oh God, and renew a right spirit within me. Psalms 51:10. Let us expect it instantaneously, that the Lord would destroy the man of sin by the breath of his mouth, and the brightness of his coming. Here is a beautiful climax of graces, rising from poverty of spirit to purity of heart.

Matthew 5:9. Blessed are the peace-makers. Being reconciled to God, and having in their own breasts the peace that passeth all understanding, they want to see the whole church of one heart, and of one soul. They exhort brethren that are aggrieved to forget the things that are behind, and reach forward to gain purity of heart. Like Paul, they say to party men, in the circles of religious society, “If there be any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels of mercy, fulfil ye my joy — be of one accord, and of one mind.” If they cannot succeed, they will try to steal away a brand from the fire, that the unhallowed flame may become extinct for want of fuel. When factions shall subside, all men will account persons possessed of this temper, the children of God.

Matthew 5:10-12. Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake. We are all agreed to persecute robbers and evildoers; but who in this age of science would persecute another for righteousness? When a man, whose eyes are opened, is making his escape from hell, and trying to gain heaven, all will clear the way, and wish him God speed. Such is the theory of human nature, but the practice is otherwise; all men will oppose his flight. Every conversion Satan accounts to be desertion. Formerly, a million of christians must be thrown to the lions, and otherwise destroyed, because they worshipped not the gods; latterly, a million more must be burned, because they bowed not to the idolatries of papal Rome. — But rejoice, oh suffering saints, for the kingdom of heaven is yours. Rejoice, for your fiery trials shall purify you as gold in the furnace, and make you meet for the great reward in heaven. Rejoice the more, for your sufferings identify you with the prophets and noble army of martyrs, who have already marched through the flames to glory.

Matthew 5:13. Ye are the salt of the earth, by the good savour of your life, and by the incorruptible word of truth. By your love and zeal, you are called to season the world, and to preserve it from putrefaction. Such was the covenant of salt, which God made with Israel. 2 Chronicles 13:5. But if the minister shall have lost the unction of his ministry, and the spiritual savour of a good conversation, he is like insipid salt, good for nothing but the dunghill. Other things when degenerate may be of some value, but salt in that state is nothing worth. God will spue the lukewarm minister out of his mouth. Revelation 3:16.

Matthew 5:14. Ye are the light of the world, by the glory of the gospel, by purity of example, by the excellence of the christian temper, by the radiance of an immortal hope. The glory of a good man’s countenance shines with the image of God.

Matthew 5:17. Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets. Because our Saviour degraded the traditions of the elders, the pharisees insinuated that he sought to destroy the law. But here he magnifies the moral code as the eternal rule of obligation, refusing at the same time to fetter his disciples with the ecclesiastical trammels of rabbinical polity. He illustrates its perfection in the love of God and of all mankind. In the Munster Bible, a work distinguished by rabbinical literature, it is noted, “that there is no text in the new testament more revolting to the jews than this. — Why so? was not Christ made under the law, and circumcised the eighth day? Did he not, like Moses, resolve the law into two grand articles, the love of God, and of our neighbour? Matthew 22:37; Matthew 22:40. Has not Hosea said, Pietatem volui, et non sacrificium; scientiam Dei magis quàm holocausta? I will have piety and not sacrifice; the knowledge of God, rather than burnt-offerings? Has not Isaiah said, To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices, saith the Lord. I am full of burnt offerings, and the fat of beasts. Wash you, make you clean, make you a new heart? Have not Jeremiah, chap, 31., and Ezekiel, chap. 36., declared that God would make a new and better covenant with the house of Israel? “I spake not to your fathers — concerning burnt offerings or sacrifices. But this thing I commanded them, saying, Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and ye shall be my people.” Jeremiah 7:23-24. Is it not apparent then from these sentences, that in the time of the Messiah the future worship of God should be in spirit and in truth. And is it not equally apparent, that the Messiah would absolve us from the law of legal sacrifices, and write his law on our inward parts; for circumcision is that of the heart?”

Matthew 5:18. Verily I say unto you. This, though AMEN in the original, is an oath, and it corresponds with the oath which so frequently occurs in the old testament: “As I live, saith the Lord.”

One jot. It seems to mean the Hebrew letter, י yod; and in Lightfoot, the Gemarists of Jerusalem say, that Solomon attempted to suppress it in Deuteronomy 17:5. “Thou shalt not multiply many wives.”

One tittle. A little dash at the head of Hebrew letters, where there existed any danger of reading one letter for another, many of them being nearly similar to another letter in that alphabet. This similarity has occasioned much variety of opinion in the reading of many texts in the old testament.

Matthew 5:19. Whosoever shall break one of these least commandments, least in the estimation of men; for though no divine precept can be called small, yet every one is not of equal weight and importance, judgment, mercy, and faith being “the weightier matters of the law.” The Lord strikes here at all accommodating preachers; at Rome, in her distinctions between mortal and venial sins; at all who build with wood, hay, and stubble. Let us be exact in the smaller as well as in the greater duties, knowing that all who trifle with the law shall be of no account in the church.

Matthew 5:20. Except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and pharisees, which was distinguished by severities of fasting, of prayers, and of almsgiving, in all of which christians come greatly short, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven. Those men were like the splendid sepulchre in their outward walk, but within, their heart was a charnel house of sin. Like Noah, surrounded with a deluge of woes, we must fly to the ark for safety, and become heirs of the righteousness of God by faith. The gospel old way is, repentance, faith, and holiness, that all the fruits of righteousness may follow the entire regeneration of our nature. Deuteronomy 6:25. Romans 3:21; Romans 10:3; Romans 10:5.

Matthew 5:21. Thou shalt not kill. The Greek φονευω, as the Hebrew רתצ, Exodus 20:13, is to murder by malice and revenge. So also is the Gothic of Ulphilas. Therefore every emotion of anger must be suppressed, and the heart opened to the love of God and man, the only healer of moral evil.

Matthew 5:22. Raca. This is a Hebrew word which occurs in 11:3, and is left untranslated in all the versions, except in Judges. Montanus reads it vacuo, which agrees with cenoo, rascal, dunce, or soft head. In my copy of Erasmus’s critical annotations, printed at Antwerp, 1538, there is a long note comprising glosses of the fathers on this word. All allow it to be an interjection of indignation.

Whosoever shall say, thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. την γεενναν του πυρος, the fire of Gehenna. The Hebrews wrote, גיא gi, valley, and Hinnom, the name of a man. Joshua 15:8. It is said that the jews who burned their children there, should themselves be burned there. Jeremiah 7:32. This fire is a figure of the fire of hell. The valley was the place below Jerusalem, where the idolatrous jews burnt their children in the huge belly of the idol Moloch. This was God’s highest curse of infatuation on that people. See 2 Kings 22. The judgment of the synagogue might punish the first offence, the council or sanhedrim might punish the second; but here is the punishment of Gehenna, which God alone can inflict. So Dan Heinsius illustrates this word, which often occurs. This most learned man was made counsellor of the state by Gustavus Adolphus, king of Sweden, and knight of the order of St. Mark by the republic of Venice. Edit. Cantab. 1640. — The Chaldee on Isaiah 31:9, and the LXX read, “The Gehenna of eternal fire.” Such is the sense of Tophet in Isaiah 30:33, Jeremiah 19:12-13, and of Gehenna in Matthew 5:30, and in Mark 9:42-48.

Matthew 5:25. Agree with thine adversary quickly. If this be wise in vexatious lawsuits, how much more with regard to the great Judge, before whose bar the impenitent shall be condemned, and delivered to the tormentors, and cast into the prison of hell. Delays in religion, though common, are nevertheless the most destructive sins of the soul.

Matthew 5:28. Whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her. Human laws extend only to the actions of men; the divine law reaches to the heart. Inward purity, as in Matthew 5:8, requires us to put away idle thoughts, lascivious habits, immodest pictures, and to burn all novels, written by profligate and ruined characters.

Matthew 5:32. Whosoever shall put away his wife. See notes on Genesis 2:24. Malachi 2:11.

Matthew 5:34. Swear not at all. St. James explains this when he says, swear not, neither by heaven, neither by earth, nor by any other oath; for man is not lord of heaven and earth, nor can he say that he shall live and have power to perform his oath. Yet a man may conscientiously swear to the truth, as St. Paul when he says, I protest by your rejoicing. A christian also, on the renewal of his covenant, ought to swear to the Lord. Jeremiah 34:18.

Matthew 5:39. Resist not evil. Retaliate not an injury by private revenge. A christian may deprive his enemy of the means of hurting him, and he may bring him before the magistrates, whose authority Christ has allowed: Matthew 5:22. But to oppose evil against evil is to double the crime. It punishes our enemy unseasonably, perhaps in an improper manner and degree, and it may harden him to greater wickedness. It is mostly our best wisdom to rely on providence which brings all things round, and will punish all wickedness, and avenge injured innocence, in such a time and way as to do the sinner good with stripes. Nor should we be content with negative virtues: let us sometimes do for the greedy man more than he requires, that we may shame and confound his covetousness by the superior and godlike energies of divine grace.

Matthew 5:41. Go with him twain, alluding to the practice of the Roman legions, who impressed men as guides, and as carriers of their baggage, forcing them also to do it at inadequate rates of payment.

Matthew 5:48. Be ye therefore perfect. Ulphilas, the missionary to the Goths, about the year 350, gives the exact sense. SŸAITH NU JUS FULLA TOGAI SWA SWE ATTAH IZWAR SA IN HIMINAM FULLA TOGIS IST. “Beeth now you full doers so, so your Dada in heaven a full doer is.” He sends rain on the just and on the unjust, and makes his sun to rise on the evil and the good. Seeing then we owe so much to grace, the question is just, what do ye more than others? Let us hear this voice, and abound more and more in the word and the work of the Lord. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-34
Matthew 6:1. Take heed that ye do not your alms before men. It is a dispute whether alms or righteousness be the true reading. The old copies had righteousness. Chrysostom in one place has righteousness, in another alms. Daniel said to Nebuchadnezzar, Break off thy sins by righteousness, and thine iniquities by showing mercy to the poor. Daniel 2:27. Righteousness is the sense, alms the gloss. The jews often described alms by the former term; and alms is allowed to be one branch of the righteousness we owe to our neighbour. The pharisees largely taught that charities expiated sin; and there are many texts, which by being misunderstood, seem to say the same. Give alms of such things as ye possess, and behold all things are clean unto you. And again, charity covereth a multitude of sins. But pure theology knows of no propitiation for sin, except the blood of Christ; and it classes the preseding texts only with the promise, that the merciful shall obtain mercy. And fasting, alms, and prayer do most assuredly bring us into a temper to receive mercy solely through the blood of the covenant. Let us avoid all ostentation, and study secresy in our kindness to the poor, aiming solely at pleasing God, who is the orphan’s father and the widow’s friend. Ostentation will feed the latent pride of our heart, and it wounds the receiver to be needlessly exposed. All men should hallow their riches by oblations to the poor, and by encouragements to ministers who labour in the Lord.

Matthew 6:6. When thou prayest, enter into thy closet. Prayer, as well as alms, must be performed in secret. In our Saviour’s time, the jews used about eighteen prayers, and he is here understood to reduce those prayers to this short form, that the great body of his disciples might readily retain and repeat it. So Dr. Lightfoot, who quotes the substance of it from the Hebrew prayers. Jesus here teaches us to call God our Father, for grace allows of that great liberty to penitent man. But when he is addressed as a Father, the Godhead or whole Divinity is understood, of Father, Son, and Spirit. He teaches us to hallow the name of God, for all his names designate his perfections. This also implies worship, reverence, and the abstaining from unholy imprecations. We pray next for the kingdom of God to come to all the earth, as in chap. Matthew 3:2; and then his will shall be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Isaiah 11:9; Isaiah 60:21. We pray for daily bread, both for body and soul. The farmer lives by the fruits of the year, but saints by daily supplies of grace. We have a Father to provide. But we must forgive one another, and be indulgent to man, as God is indulgent to us. We pray farther, that we may not be led into temptation, for God is often said to do that which he only suffers to be done; rather, may God deliver us from all the evils of Satan, and of wicked men.

Matthew 6:9. After this manner therefore pray ye. John had taught his disciples to pray, whom he found lost in ignorance, and destitute of books. Under these circumstances, forms of prayer must be beneficial; yet no forms can utter the enlargements of the heart, and all the expanse of thought in addressing the Eternal Father, and Lord of all.

Our Father, ever kind and good, whose paternal care and bounty extend over all creatures. Oh Father, Son, and Spirit, Jehovah Elohim, display thy glory to our view, as reflected by the whole creation, and as brought to our minds by the dispensations of thy providence. Who is like unto thee in heaven or earth, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin, abundant in goodness and in truth.

Hallowed be thy name. Adored and exalted be thy perfections, by the unceasing songs of all nature, and by all the worship of the church. Let us behold thy glory till we resemble thee. Let us adore and worship at thy feet till thy name be written on our hearts, and our souls are transformed into the glory of thy likeness.

Matthew 6:10. Thy kingdom come. Oh glorious Messiah, Father, Redeemer, and Lord. Oh hasten the days when salvation shall come out of Zion in the fullest sense; when the tyranny of Satan and the cruelty of wars shall cease, and when righteousness shall cover the earth, as the waters do the sea. Open, oh Lord thy reign of righteousness, of peace and joy in the heart; and let it spread with beams of righteousness to the ends of the earth, till the name of idols shall exist no more.

Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Hitherto the will of the prince of darkness has been done on earth, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience. The murderer from the beginning has reigned in endless wars, to the excision of nations; the liar has reigned, imposing on men the worship of idols, as the gods that made the heavens and the earth. But, oh great Healer of the nations, let thy will be done; let the new and regenerate nature, which delighteth greatly in thy commandments, be as the little leaven which leaveneth the whole lump:

“Till all mankind shall learn thy name, Shall all stretch out their hands to thee.” 

Matthew 6:11. Give us this day our daily bread. Earthly bread may not be needed for to-morrow. Thus the birds and beasts are fed, and thus the young lions seek their meat from God. While the farmer prepares for the coming year, while the merchant provides for his voyage, and while domestic prudence has regard to winter, let each in his way and calling do his best, and leave the issues with a superintending providence. The life of faith, which lives for the present hour, is the happiest life on earth. We then live free from care, trusting in the Lord, and joyful in hope.

Matthew 6:12. Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. This is the purer law of nature and of nations. We are bound to ask grace for our neighbour, as well as for ourselves. — But my neighbour has made me no satisfaction for the wrongs, the grievous wrongs, he has done to my character, and to my property. These are difficulties, not arguments. He may yet repent, he may be in glory a brighter saint than you. We must therefore pray for pardon on the principle of remission, else our prayers will be sent back as disregarded vows.

Matthew 6:13. Lead us not into temptation. These words indicate trials, exercises, and difficulties, from which we cannot extricate ourselves. Cover us, oh Lord, with thy shield, against all the fiery darts of the wicked one. But if the pleasure of our heavenly Father should be otherwise, he will say, my grace is sufficient for thee. He will be with us in the water, and in the fire; he will never leave us, but will accompany us through the valley of the shadow of death. He knows how to deliver the godly out of temptation, and how to reserve the unjust to the day of evil. Some have been tempted and tried as Abraham was; some have been stripped of all, like Job; but God in the issue is pitiful and tender hearted, and his righteousness opens as the morning light.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power to deliver, and to complete the work which grace has begun in the heart. Thine also is the glory, in which cloud all our sufferings, sighs and tears, shall be swallowed up. Thine, oh Lord, and thine for ever is the worship and the glory of the church throughout all ages, world without end. Thus our frail and humble addresses to the throne of grace, begun with so much weakness on earth, shall rise to songs of exultation in the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Matthew 6:16. When ye fast, be not as the hypocrites. Religious fasting, associated with alms and prayers, has been the universal practice of the church, though perhaps in no age less regarded than the present. David fasted when his child was sick. The elders of the christian church were ordained with fasting and prayer. Acts 14:23. St. Paul tells us he fasted often. — See also on Zechariah 7:3. But the point here is, as in alms and prayer, to fast and pray for private good in a secret and devout manner. The good man wishes none but God to hear his prayer, and none but God to behold his fast. On this head, the prophets constantly remark, that if we fast for particular blessings, we must be the foremost to show mercy to the indigent, and in remission of debts to the insolvent.

Matthew 6:19. Lay not up for yourselves treasures on earth. The moths will eat your drapery, and the rust will tarnish your gold: the style and furniture of your mansion will all decay. The vain boasting of your riches also will tempt the thieves to rob your house. King Hezekiah, after the angel had destroyed the Assyrians, leaving all their armour and plunder on the field, became the richest king, after Solomon, of all David’s line; but those treasures were all carried to Babylon. Crœsus, after him, was the richest of all gentile kings, and Cyrus plundered all his wealth. Above all, riches will steal away your heart from God. You will often count your gold in secret, and live in fear of fraud; and your eye will delight in seeing the shining ore. The heathen writers speak against this sordid passion in the strongest terms. “As money encreases, so does the love of it.” An apostle also adds,

“the love of money is the root of all evil.” Money, like manure, is of no use till it is spread abroad. Do good in your life, and do not meanly keep the gripe of gold till death shall chill your hand, lest your heir should ruin his soul by defrauding the poor of your bequests.

Matthew 6:20. Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven. Seek to adorn your mind with heavenly wisdom, and your heart with every moral excellence: then the remunerations of the Lord shall recompense you at the resurrection of the just.

Matthew 6:22. The light of the body is the eye. The Greeks had a similar saying. καθαρον αν τον νουν εχης απαν το σωμα καθαρος ει. If your mind be pure, your whole body is pure. Our whole mind should follow after love to God, and truth and righteousness towards men; for all criminal passions becloud the understanding with darkness.

Matthew 6:24. Ye cannot serve God and Mammon. Mammon is a Chaldaic word designating money. Behold the fowls, consider the lilies, they lack neither food nor raiment. Oh base heart that fears to trust a God. 

Matthew 6:33. Seek ye first the kingdom of God, as in Matthew 3:2. God must be supreme in the heart; religion must not be a secondary passion. Here is the remedy for avarice, and the love of the world. To fallen man, the regaining of his paradise in this promised kingdom, must be the first and grand concern of his whole heart and life. 

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-29
Matthew 7:1. Judge not, that ye be not judged. This refers to private and censorious reproaches of others. We must judge nothing before the time. It is better that ten bad men pass for innocent, than one innocent man be unjustly censured. Slander exasperates the injured to judge us again with great wrath, and it exposes us to the judgment and displeasure of God.

Matthew 7:6. Give not that which is holy to the dogs. A proverbial expression, importing that some men cannot be reformed by good words, being like the wild boars which often tear the hunters. How awful is the state of wicked men. They are dogs, biting and devouring one another, and like swine in regard of impurity. How often is their profane tongue employed in sneering at revelation, and mocking at experimental religion. What grace, what tears must it not require to change their nature into lambs.

Neither cast ye your pearls before swine, for divine wisdom is more precious than rubies. The unsanctified are not prepared to hear of the guidance and consolations of the Holy Spirit.

Matthew 7:7. Ask, and it shall be given you. Here our Saviour resumes the duty of prayer, and combines it with the promise, ye shall receive. We are full of wants, and ought to pray: we have lost our paradise, and must seek till we find it. Hence here is something to be found, and something to be received. We have strayed in the wild wastes of sin, and we must return and knock at mercy’s door. As the cloudy vapours return in rains on the earth, so the breath of prayer recoils in blessings on our head. We are also encouraged to the duty by the consideration that we address a heavenly Father, who is more indulgent than any parent. And what father would give his hungry child a stone instead of bread? This alludes to some covetous masters who made for their slaves a very hard kind of bread which a child could not eat. Hence the proverb in Seneca, which calls the favour of hard men PANEM LAPIDOSUM, stony bread.
Matthew 7:12. Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you. This golden rule is an epitome of the bible, and the substance of all laws, of all maxims, and of all precepts. It rectifies the bias of self-love between all parties, it removes the mote from every eye, it harmonizes the world wherever it prevails, and it is short and simple that it may ever be remembered. 

Matthew 7:13. Enter ye in at the strait gate. The Greeks have a similar saying: στενη η οδος η απαγουσα προς την ζωην. Strait is the way that leads to life. The crowd at jewish festivals would seek to enter at the wide brazen gates; but Christ took occasion to bid his disciples enter in at the narrow gate on the side of the great gates. The strait gate is, evangelically, regeneration, and the narrow way is the path of faith, piety and self-denial. We must leave our sins, our righteousness, and all inordinate love, or we cannot enter in at this gate. The broad way is the high road of the world, in which the crowd hurry on in the sunshine of youth and prosperity. But by and bye it leads from shady groves to the desert, and the desert leads to a precipice, and beneath is the lake of fire. Here the dying infidel, the deluded worldling starts back with baleful eyes; but the crowd behind, infatuated with divine vengeance, press him down into his gaping hell. On the contrary, the narrow way, a sort of shepherd’s path, rough and thorny in the outset, presently leads to a rising ground, and to a holy hill, where the pilgrim has a constant prospect of heaven, and whence, like his Saviour, he ascends to the paradise above. Sinner, thou art going the way of all the earth; make haste to leave the enchanting route of pleasure, and walk in the good way which leads to eternal joy.

Matthew 7:15. Beware of false prophets. Our Saviour addressed men who had before their eyes the Hebrew false prophets, of whom we have already spoken. Deuteronomy 18:20. Jeremiah 38:8. Jeremiah 28. Ezekiel 13. Micah 3. Those men imbued their hands in the blood of the Lord’s prophets, and were the ruin of themselves and of their country. But who are the christian false prophets, against whom we are cautioned? Men “who bring in damnable heresies, denying the Lord that bought them.”

2 Peter 2:1. Such are those, named in the notes on Jeremiah 23:6, and Micah 5:2. Men who deny the preëxistence of Christ, men who come in sheep’s clothing, in the holy robes of the sanctuary, and squander the sacred revenues of the church in circles of dissipation. They neglect all pastoral duties, because they have not the spirit of pastors. They persecute and waste the flock, and brand the more holy with the name of heretics. They are disguised infidels, bearing the titles of pastoral dignities. Calvin makes here a strong and pointed reference to certain doctors of the church of Rome, from whom the protestants were then sustaining bloody persecutions.

Matthew 7:24. Built his house upon a rock. In and near the tropic regions, the rivers annually overflow their banks. Hence he, who, invited by rural charms, builds near the rivers and rivulets, might by a higher inundation than usual have his house flooded; and a tempest happening at the same time, his house might be beaten down, with the loss of lives and goods. Now he who had built on an eminence, or a rising ground, would smile at his neighbour’s folly. Thus our Saviour made the happiest possible application of his discourse; and a sermon without an application, seems like a wandering stranger who knows not whither he is going. This rock is Christ. Isaiah 28:16. 1 Peter 2:6. The building is all the progress of faith and piety rising to a heavenly hope. So it is described in the new testament. 1 Corinthians 3:11-13. Hebrews 6:1. 1:20. But he who builds on the sand resembles our hearers who remain attached to their pleasures, riches, and carnal friends. The floods of divine visitation will shortly overtake them; and without a miracle of mercy, they will perish for want of a good foundation.

Matthew 7:29. He taught them as one having authority. See on Luke 4:32.

REFLECTIONS 
On the Sermon on the Mount. Matthew 5-7.
How shall mortals speak when God hath spoken! Kings shall shut their mouth in his presence; yet he has said, Gather up the fragments, that nothing be lost. John had been a burning and a shining light, but the Saviour came arrayed with miracles, and adorned with grace. Therefore his fame had attracted multitudes from all the six provinces then occupied by the jews; and the Lord had compassion on the sheep going astray, without a shepherd.

Moses, in his Deuteronomy, combined all the great precepts of the law with the mellowing glosses of experience and age. David, in the hundred and nineteenth Psalm, has done the same, and in the beauties of a poetic dress. But our divine Master, from a larger anointing of the Spirit, has combined in this sermon the glory of the law with the superior grace of the gospel; and so connected the two Testaments as to lay a foundation for the economy of the Spirit which was to follow. Here is an epitome of moral duties and of practical piety; and the disciple who aims at sincere obedience to this code, shall surely sit down with his Master on a happier mount than where it was first delivered.

It may here be remarked, that there is an almost absolute certainty that the Lord delivered this sermon in substance, and recited his parables in different places; and that he would therefore vary his discourse as circumstances would require. This may also account for many inconsiderable variations in the evangelists. The Lord’s prayer assuredly was twice delivered. Matthew 6. Luke 11.

The beatitudes are eight in number: they are designed to comprise the whole of the christian temper, and they strikingly mark that our Saviour was influenced by the eternal Spirit who inspired the prophets. Instead of addressing himself to the learned and the noble in this sixfold multitude, he fixed his eyes first on the poor in spirit, and on the mourners. So when he commissioned Peter to feed his flock, he mentioned the lambs before the sheep. Thus the high and lofty One promises to dwell with the man who is poor, of a contrite spirit, and who trembles at his word.

He looked on the crowd, not for distinction of rank, and splendour of dress, but for all the tender emotions of the heart, and breathings after God. He addressed himself, not to rulers and senators, but to the family of his heavenly Father. He opened his mouth in benedictions, and his words dropped as honey from the rocks. He pronounced the poor blessed, and the mourners happy.

The crowds assembled before him varied much in age, in rank, and station. Many were teachers, learned in the law; and in the main, the people had come to learn, having hopes that Christ would soon appear. Therefore in a rich and comprehensive discourse he gave to each a portion of meat in due season.

Having preached good tidings to the meek, he met the prepossessions which the people had received from the scribes, that the new teacher was come to destroy the law, and supersede the prophets of the ancient church. Think not, said he, I am come to destroy, but to fulfil, to magnify the law and make it honourable. He illustrated the law, as a transcript of the moral grandeur of God, shining out in precepts, holy, just, and good. He exalted it above all codes, as extending to the thoughts of the heart, and made perfect in the love of God and of our neighbour.

This law, distinguished by prohibitions, is shown to possess a comprehension and a spirituality of which the jewish teachers were not aware. It not only forbids the foul deeds of murder and adultery, but takes cognizance of the thoughts of the heart. It regards anger as the harbinger of murder, and an unhallowed desire as every thing but the accomplishment of crime. Thus our Lord placed the jewish nation speechless at the bar, and prepared the way for true repentance. This law, so glorious and divine, he purified from all the dark shades thrown upon it, by a commixture with the commandments of men; sordid commandments, bringing lucre to the altar, and shame to the priests. Their corban he covered with reproach, their divorces with infamy; and the love of their neighbour, coupled with the hate of their enemy, he branded as a doctrine of darkness.

From all these sins he urged, not a slow and uncertain reform, but an instantaneous conversion. Cut off thy right hand, pluck out thy right eye; it is profitable to sacrifice thy concupiscence, rather than lose thy body and soul in the fire of gehenna, where the worm dieth not, and where the fire is not quenched. Agree therefore with thine adversary quickly, lest he cast thee into the abyss, whence thou canst not escape.

This Teacher, come from God, associated reformation with piety, else reform had been only as the morning cloud. He directed the culprit to bring his gift to the altar, to give alms to the poor, to fast and weep for sin, and pray to his Father who seeth in secret; then the rewards shall be open in grace here, and glory in the world to come. He clothed and adorned the church with a constellation of virtues, which shine with a celestial brilliancy on a benighted world. He allowed no one to revenge an injury, but on the contrary, to bless those that curse, and to pray for misguided and persecuting adversaries. This is to be perfect, in all the imitations of good in our heavenly Father.

In a word he gave a perfect consummation to his sermon, by directing the auditories to make a practical use of his doctrine, by building no longer on the sands of tradition, on washings, and talmudic tales. He exhorted them to imitate the wise architect who builds on a rock, and then the fabric stands in the day of tempest. This rock is the rock of ages; this foundation is love of God, the love of God unfolded in his promises. This wise man shall be unmoved when the blasts shall blow, when the rains shall descend; yea, when death himself shall assail our tabernacle, he shall stand like a rock, being of one spirit with the Lord.

The people on hearing this discourse were transported with delight. While the legislator expounded his law, they felt its sacred influence, and exclaimed, He teacheth not as a scribe, but as one having authority; for his word is with power. 

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-34
Matthew 8:2. Behold, there came a leper and worshipped him. After having preached his sermon, and discovered his doctrine, says Jerome, an opportunity presented itself of displaying miracles, thereby to confirm the audience in the things he had delivered. Respecting the case of the leper, see on Leviticus 13. Mark 1:41. Luke 17.

Matthew 8:5. There came to him a centurion. See on Luke 7.

Matthew 8:6. Lord, my servant lieth at home sick. This religious and humane centurion is a model for masters to get religious instruction and aid for their families. It may save them from ruin. Herod’s ill educated daughter asked for the head of John the baptist. What becomes of children and servants, when they have lost their morals, and lost their modesty.

Matthew 8:11. Many shall come from the east and west, like the Roman centurion. As this stranger has done, so shall many of the gentiles come to me with the like faith, and obtain eternal life. Christ clearly refers here to the promises made to the gentiles scattered abroad on the earth.

Sit down with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob. The kingdom of heaven is compared to a banquet, where Abraham, the father of the faithful, enjoys the foremost place, and the other guests sit down together with him. This made the learned Camero be of opinion, that as those were very much honoured who reclined themselves in the bosoms of the guests; so those were perfectly happy, yea happier than the rest, who were said to be in the bosom of Abraham. However, Capel laughs at this notion, and asserts that Abraham’s bosom was not called so from the posture of the guests at table, but from little children, beloved by their parents, who sometimes took them into their bosoms, sometimes let them sleep there, for the pious are said to sleep and rest from their labours, when they have paid the last debt to nature. But where can they be said to enjoy this rest and sleep better, than in the bosom of the father of the faithful?

Matthew 8:12. The children of the kingdom shall be cast out. These are the jews, who were promised the kingdom by a covenant above the rest of mankind, had they not by unbelief deprived themselves thereof.

Into outer darkness. Christ treats here of the kingdom of heaven under the similitude of a supper, which being enjoyed in the night, many lights were set up to adorn it: so that they who were guests at it were in great light, and they who were absent in great darkness. The comparison refers to the kingdom of heaven; for they who enjoy the beatitude of that mansion need not the light of the sun, nor the light of a candle, because the Lord God illuminates them. On the other hand, those who are deprived of heaven, the Lord God doth not illuminate them, and they are said to be in outer darkness, which is opposed to the light of the house from which they are excluded.

Villalpandus, in his apparatus of the city and temple of Jerusalem, book 2. chap. 8, observes that the scriptures frequently mention a prison under the name of darkness; to prove which, Psalms 107:10 is cited. “Sitting in darkness, and in the shadow of death, bound in affliction and iron.” All these are hardships which persons doomed to a prison are forced to sustain. In this sense David Kimchi, and before him, the Chaldaic, understood this passage. And that place in Isaiah 49:9, Say to the prisoners, go forth, and you that are in darkness, reveal or show yourselves, is but a repetition of the liberation of prisoners from darkness. Yet a prison is not denominated darkness only, though there is so near a resemblance between the one and the other, that in the book of Wisdom, chap. Matthew 17:2, the former is called darkness itself. Homer uses a similar word.

αυτος δ ’ εις αιδεω ιεναι δομων ευρωεντα. 

ODYSS. k. 512.

But do you go into Pluto’s dark house.
In order to point out the infernal punishment to such as continued obstinate in their impieties, our Lord calls it by the name of a prison, which at that time of day was received with the greatest horror. The prison itself being filled with the deepest gloom was called darkness, and in reference to its situation, outer darkness. The hardships to which those within were exposed, gave occasion for the additional words pronounced by Christ, in the following sentence.

There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. There shall be the greatest affliction and distraction, which are designated here by weeping and gnashing of teeth. Whence Jerome infers that there shall be a resurrection of the body; “Si fletus oculorum, est, et stridor dentium ossa demonstrat, vera est ergo corporum et eorundem membrorum, quæ ceciderant, resurrectio.” Several commentators, from this place of scripture compared with that of Job 19:26, gather that hell or gehenna is twofold, one of extreme heat, the other of immoderate cold. Gregory the great expounds that saying of Job 24:19, “Let him pass from the snow waters to extreme heat, and his sin to hell,” of the immoderate conduct of wicked men in all their actions, who pass from the cold of infidelity very often to the heat of heresy. Others suppose Job’s meaning to be, that sinners pass from the immoderate cold of this life to excessive heat in hell; or they pass from one calamity into another. As to the opinion of Eliphaz, who asserted that God always punished the wicked in this life, Job refutes it by the testimony of his own experience, that the pious were doomed to hardships; and the wicked did not die with any distressing feelings in their last moments, but went off the stage of the world as in a slumber. Much the same language Job uses, where he speaks of the death of sinners: Job 21:23-24.

Matthew 8:19-20. Master, I will follow thee whither-soever thou goest. This scribe, this lawyer seemed to have been struck with our Saviour’s discourse and miracles; and without a doubt, he meant to follow him as a candidate for the ministry. Jesus reminded him of the sacrifices he must make, of the hardships he must endure: the foxes have holes, but (Hebraically, ben Adam, the son of Adam, Psalms 8:4.) the Son of man hath not where to lay his head. A young minister must have a realizing faith in the coming and kingdom of the Lord, to enable him to encounter privations, and to work for God. But let not young men be discouraged; the disciples had no lack of food or of raiment.

Matthew 8:21. Another of his disciples. Clemens of Alexandria says, from an ancient tradition, that this was Philip.

Suffer me first to go and bury my father. He supposed it was time enough for him to be a follower of Christ after he had performed this last sad office. But Christ tells him that every thing is to be postponed to the hearing of his doctrine, and that the opportunity of learning his precepts is to be embraced with both hands. For an affair of the last importance was at stake, namely, either the obtaining or losing the comforts of eternal life. “This disciple,” says Cyril, “did not request our Lord to bury his deceased father, but to give him leave to support him in his old age, till he should die and be buried by him; which desire was rejected by Christ, because there were others in a capacity to take care of him.”

Matthew 8:22. Follow me. Our Saviour, says Ambrose, prohibits him from paying funeral honours to his father, to let him know that human things were to give place to things divine. The desire of this disciple was laudable in itself, but the obstacle arising from it was of greater consequence; for he that separates his desire, loses his affection; and he that divides his care, stops the progress he should make. So that things of the greatest consequence are to be first undertaken.

Matthew 8:31. Suffer us to go into the herd of swine. The ejection of the devil was an action peculiar to Christ; whereas to force them into the swine, our Saviour had no occasion. The devils themselves begged for this, and were able of their own strength to perform it, provided no superior power gave them obstruction. This made Christ restrain a power which he had in himself to hinder them, probably for weighty reasons. In the place where this scene was exhibited, great numbers of jews and greeks promiscuously inhabited. The latter ridiculed the jewish rites, especially their abstaining from swine’s flesh, which they looked upon as a device of human superstition. Christ’s permitting the devils to enter the swine, evidently showed the greeks that the jewish religion was agreeable to the command of God; and at the same time, acquainted those jews who were too curious in imitating the grecian customs, with the mystic sense of the law, that such amongst them as abandoned themselves to the pursuit of filthy and unlawful pleasures were not pleasing to God, but were the slaves of the devil. St. Athanasius, in the life of St. Antonius, has words to this effect: “The greatest malice that devils can create in themselves, has no influence over swine; much more is their authority over man, who is formed after God’s own image, restrained; so that it is our duty to stand in awe of God only, and not to be fearful of them.” The word “go” is not the word of one commanding, but permitting, as appears from the Greek text in this place, and also from the Vulgate. Mark 5:13, and Luke 8:32. And this permission Christ gave to the devils, to discover the height of their malice and malignity, with a view to spread the fame of the miracle he did to a greater distance, and show the devils themselves the largeness of that kindness he had conferred upon them with regard to their liberty.

REFLECTIONS.
What a field of glory opens more and more, as we follow the footsteps of the Son of God. The first case noted here is that of a leper, kneeling devoutly to utter the vows and feelings of his heart. “Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.” Here is simple faith, and faith without a shade of doubt. The mercy that followed, corresponded with the faith itself. Jesus touched the poor leper, while others with equal caution avoided him, and said, I will, be thou clean. Christ’s touch was like that of the altar; sin and uncleanness existed no more. Who then, says the excellent Marlorat, can doubt his virtue and power; and whatever of incredulity there may be in us, who shall henceforth dare to distrust his goodness? Why then carry about with us this foul leprosy, this body of sin and death? Let us earnestly pray that God would so cleanse the thoughts of our hearts that we may perfectly love him, and worthily magnify his holy name.

In the centurion we have, it would seem, a superior display of victorious faith, a faith exercised on behalf of another; faith for a distant cure, and faith in a gentile. What cannot the power of faith do, which takes hold of the power of God. Assuredly those acts of faith for the body were all associated with moralizing effects upon the heart.

Peter’s wife’s mother was the next to experience healing mercy. Health and peace attend the Saviour’s presence. Other ministers should endeavour to learn of Christ, to cause the families they visit to rejoice; and leave a blessing behind them, by prayer and edifying conversation, seasoned with grace.

Go on then, happy pilgrims, in all the journies and voyages of life. Take the Saviour with you; and though he may seem asleep in the time of a tempest, he will hear your prayers, will arise and bid the winds and the waves be still. Well did Moses pray, If thy presence go not with us, carry us not up hence. 

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-38
Matthew 9:1. Jesus came into his own city, Capernaum, as in Mark. Our Saviour was a stranger on earth, born in Bethlehem, an exile in Egypt, resident at Nazareth, but latterly in Capernaum.

Matthew 9:2. A man sick of the palsy. This is a disease in which the whole nervous system is relaxed and dissolved.

Jesus seeing their faith. As the centurion’s faith was advantageous to his servant, so the faith of this paralytic’s friends was of the last service to himself; though it may be supposed that he himself wanted not faith.

Son be of good cheer; thy sins are forgiven thee. In the religion of the Hebrews, the pardon of sin, and the healing of the body are often joined. Psalms 103:3. Isaiah 38:14. So in Jeremiah 3:22, it is said, “Return, and I will heal your backslidings.” Our Saviour healed this man’s soul before he cured his body, and before any prayer was offered. He knew that long afflictions had prepared his heart for the pardoning love of God, and what it was that would afford him the most certain relief. Ministers may here learn a duty in visiting the sick, to help the soul before they administer relief for the body.

Matthew 9:3. This man blasphemeth. To blaspheme, in this place, signifies not to speak evil against God, but to arrogate a power that belongs to God.

Matthew 9:9. Jesus saw Matthew sitting at the receipt of custom. See on Luke 5:27, where his call is more largely related.

Matthew 9:17. They put new wine into new bottles. Job has the same remark in chap. Job 32:19 : utres novi. See on Joshua 9:4.

Matthew 9:18. Lay thy hand upon her. It was no new thing to the jews that God was wont to honour the prophets, and to confer gifts upon others, in answer to their intercessions and prayers, which were figured out by the imposition of hands. See Numbers 27:11; Numbers 27:20. 2 Kings 5:18. Imposition of hands properly denotes the efficacy of the divine power; and in that sense it is to be understood in Acts 4:30. Jairus seems to have supposed that Christ was unable in any other way but by prayer to cure his daughter. See on Mark 5:36. 

Matthew 9:20. A woman — touched the hem of his garment. This was a remarkable instance of faith, which our blessed Lord was pleased to honour with a miraculous cure. The hem of the garment denotes the fringes or threads that hung down at the borders of the surcoat, the jews being commanded to wear them as a badge of distinction from other nations, and as a mark of their holiness and purity. See Numbers 15:38. Zechariah 8:23.

Matthew 9:22. The woman was made whole from that hour. Our Saviour often improved his own miracles: we must follow his example.

(1) This woman had an infirmity; so have we an inborn and wicked propensity of heart, which is the source of every evil.

(2) It was a chronic and obstinate case of twelve years’ continuance; so it is with the evils of our heart, which are coëval with our birth.

(3) Physicians could not heal her; all our moral reforms and efforts prove of no avail; they merely crop and check the poisonous weeds.

(4) She grew worse and worse; evils grow and encrease in the sinner’s heart, and by acts of sin all the stubborn habits are formed.

(5) She had spent all her small fortune on physicians, and had become poor; so when the sinner is stripped of his vain pleas, and unavailing hopes, he will then come to the Saviour poor and needy.

(6) The woman now sought a cure by faith only: “if I may but touch the hem of his garment I shall be healed.” The symbols of faith, whether a brazen serpent, or bread and wine, are but symbols; it is the faith that penetrates within the veil, and lays hold on the Saviour, that brings the healing virtue of grace into the heart.

Matthew 9:23. Saw the minstrels. The jews, in time of mourning, made use of minstrels, who played on musical instruments for seven days, as appears from Genesis 50:10. Jeremiah 9:17.

Matthew 9:25. He took her by the hand, and the maid arose. Just as we are used to do, when we rouse any one out of his sleep. By which Christ showed them, that God was as ready to recal the dead to life, as to rouse the sleepy; which is of great service to confirm our faith.

Matthew 9:27. Two blind men followed him. See on Luke 18:35. 

Matthew 9:37. The harvest truly is plenteous. When the Saviour saw the willingness of the people to hear, and how the sheep were scattered, his bosom ever moved with pastoral care for the flock. Of the ignorance and idleness of the Hebrew shepherds, much is said; and it was not less so in the monkish ages of popery. The slough of barbarism was on all the parishes, till the reformers became inspired with the spirit of their master. We are therefore directed to pray that the Lord would raise up men full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, to seek and save the multitudes which are lost. Christ is tacitly the Lord of the harvest. He gave some to be apostles, and some prophets, and some evangelists: yea, he is Lord both of the living and the dead. When he sends out men, as he sent St. Paul and the apostles, they watch as those that must give an account. The Lord heard their prayers, as in the next chapter.

REFLECTIONS.
By sea and land the Saviour, like the clouds, scattered blessings down. Miraculous faith, though rare and special, seemed at that time to be common. A crowd of believers lifted the paralytic man up to the roof of the house, and thence let him down among the company. The grace and power of Christ corresponded with the faith and efforts of the people. He preached righteousness to the sick man’s soul, and then restored his body to health and strength. — This miracle is the more remarkable, as it was wrought in the presence of unbelievers, of doctors and teachers the hardest to be converted to God. The old man in the heart must either be expelled, or the door of heaven for ever shut against the sinner.

The Lord having rebutted the incredulous temper of the pharisees, next choked their prejudices by going to dine at Matthew’s house with publicans. Conquerors have ever crowded temples and churches with standards and trophies taken in war. Those publicans were the trophies of the gospel. The swearers became devout, the cruel became compassionate, the extortioners made restitution, accompanied with alms. Luke 19:8. Where can earth boast of trophies like these? Thanks be to God who giveth us the victory.

The woman, long afflicted with hemorrhage, more fit to keep her bed than venture among the crowd, was revived by his approach, and equalled them all in an act of faith, and in receiving an edifying example of cure. These were days of the Son of man; the blind saw, the lame walked, the dumb published his fame, and the people glorified God. — What encouragement do all those cases give us to come to Jesus, to make our daily requests known to him by prayer and supplication. 

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-42
Matthew 10:1. He called to him his twelve disciples. Jesus chose twelve that they might sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. Luke 22:30. And that they might be the twelve foundations and gates of his church. Revelation 21:12-14. But this preference to the twelve did not hinder the extraordinary powers of the Spirit from being conferred on other apostolic men. And who would have thought, when they left their nets, that they should fill eternal thrones? Believer, take courage; thy small beginning will come to a throne and a crown in the issue. God never yet deceived a soul that simply trusted in his word. — Our Lord had now been through a great part of the country, and had called whom he would for the work. They had no concern in their call and elevation: it was the Lord who drew them from the treasures of his providence, and gave them talents and powers to do the work required of them.

Matthew 10:2-4. Now the names of the twelve apostles are these. In Hebrew, shallokim, messengers. Our Gothic and Saxon ancestors, having no names of office which answer to those in the gospel, called the apostles “knights,” and afterwards “thanes.” But thane implied dignity, added to knighthood, being often connected with lieutenancy over a county, or a district, for the king. The Romans sometimes called them “legates.”

The first, SIMON, surnamed Peter, after his glorious confession of faith. Matthew 16:18. See the Introduction to his first epistle.

The second, ANDREW, Peter’s brother. The name is Greek, and designates a man by way of eminence, distinguished for wisdom and virtue.

The third, JAMES, son of Zebedee, to distinguish him from James the son of Alpheus. He was the first of the twelve that received the crown of martyrdom, being beheaded with the sword by the command of Herod Antipas, the third of that name. Acts 12:2.

The fourth, JOHN, the beloved disciple.

The fifth, PHILIP, or Philippus, as in Latin; another gentile name, denoting a lover of horses. The jews we find had adopted many heathen names.

The sixth, BARTHOLOMEW, that is, Bar Talmai, the son of Talmai, or the son of him who suspended the waters. Bartholomew carried the gospel to the Indians, where report says he suffered martyrdom. Bartholomew, in this list, falls in exactly as Nathaniel does in the first of John; hence the two names are thought by many to belong to the same person.

The seventh, THOMAS, surnamed Didymus. Baronius says that he travelled to India, where he suffered martyrdom.

The eighth, MATTHEW, whom Mark puts the seventh, but through modesty he puts Thomas as his senior.

The ninth, JAMES, son of Alpheus, often called James the less. He was thrown from a battlement of the temple, and his brains beaten out with a club, by the command of Ananias the highpriest. Joseph. Antiq. book 20. chap. 8. See the Introduction to his epistle.

The tenth, LEBBEUS, surnamed Thaddeus in the Syriac, the better to distinguish him from Judas the traitor, Jude being his first name.

The eleventh, SIMON the Canaanite, or Cananæus, because some say he was a native of Cana in Galilee. But Grotius derives it from the Hebrew surname, קנא, which Luke properly renders ζελωτης, Zelotes, because of his zeal and piety.

The twelfth, JUDAS, surnamed Iscariot, that is, traitor, after he had betrayed the Lord. We find the like surnames among heathen writers.

Matthew 10:5. Go not into the way of the gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not; for that would have obstructed their admission into the synagogues. The jews would regard them as unclean. Besides, the jews having the promises, had the first claims. For the present, the lost sheep of the house of Israel afforded them an ample sphere; he who attempts too much does nothing well. To this caution St. Paul agrees, it being meet that the jews should first hear the word of life. Acts 13:46.

Matthew 10:8. Heal the sick. Confirm your mission and doctrine by those divine and gracious works which shall command assent, till men can more leisurely search the scriptures, and examine the superior grace and glory of the new covenant.

Matthew 10:9. Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass, in your purses. The ancients wore belts or girdles round their flowing robes; and in those ζωνας, zones or belts, they carried their money. Nearly all the critics pause at this restriction, the former times being dissimilar to the modern. There were then synagogues and devout persons like Gaius and Lydia, who received the servants of the Lord. But who now can trust the Lord for bread? We are now forced to send out missionaries at great expense, there being no synagogues to take them in. We pray for native preachers to be raised up in India, and in Africa, who shall go out on the primitive plan, in the spirit of Elijah, and of the holy apostles, and illuminate the dark recesses of the earth with the light of the knowledge of the Lord.

Matthew 10:10. Neither two coats. Two tunics, or upper-coats, as they would encumber the messengers on their journies; for the king’s business requires haste. Ministers of the heavenly world should not be encumbered with earth.

Matthew 10:11. Enquire who in it is worthy. Who is of good report, and whose door sometimes opens to religious men. The rulers of the synagogues generally received public charities. To go to a bad man’s house would give an ill savour to the cause. The blessings of peace resting on that house, and comprising all covenant mercies, will be a full reward for the favours of hospitality. God still blesses the house of Obed-Edom because of the ark, and the descendants of that family shall also be blessed. See Isaiah 44:3. The workman in the harvest day is worthy of his meat.

Matthew 10:12-13. When ye come into a house, salute it. Erasmus says that some old copies of the Greek had the adjection, “peace be to this house;” and that other copies had the words in the margin. The next words, And if the house be worthy, let your peace come upon it, indicate that the sense is incomplete without it. This, Erasmus adds, is the old Hebrew salutation, shalom lecho, peace be to thee. If this salutation were received with an open countenance, the disciple would know that the Son, the prince of peace, was there.

Matthew 10:14-15. And whosoever shall not receive you, coming with peace, coming with an extra mission, to announce the approach of the Messiah’s kingdom, shake off the dust of your feet against that house, or that city; for if they shall renounce that hope, there is no other hope. It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom, the souls that once inhabited the plain, than for that city in the day of judgment, or the day of retribution, when the Roman armies shall come and burn the city and temple of the Lord.

Matthew 10:16. Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves. Be aware that the whole world lieth in the wicked one. Notwithstanding the power of conscience, notwithstanding all their engaging airs of politeness, and all the restraints of covenant grace, when the spirit of persecution is once roused, they will be to you what the wolves are to the sheep. Therefore being weak and defenceless as sheep, be harmless as doves, of which no birds are afraid. Join also to innocence of manners, the wisdom and prudence of the serpents, which in times of danger cover their heads, or retreat and hide themselves in rocks and thickets. Let prudence keep you from parties, let your tongue be unpolluted with slander, and be the fathers and the friends of all committed to your care. The eagle and the serpent are famed for acuteness of sight.

tam cernis acutum Quàm aut aquila aut serpens. EPIDAURIUS.
We must also be as bold as lions, which in ranging the forests and plantations fear no danger, and never turn away in battle. Thus ministers must carry the gospel, and boldly testify the truth, so as to commend themselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God. They must neither rashly expose themselves to danger, nor decline the testimony of Jesus when brought before magistrates. See Psalms 58:4.

Matthew 10:17. Beware of men. Beware of the scribes and jewish teachers, who will bring upon you every evil in their power, through enmity of heart, and through the eclipse of their honour. You have therefore the more need of prudence. The same spirit induced the papist bishops to burn the protestant martyrs.

Matthew 10:21. The brother shall deliver up the brother to death. Such shall be the bigotry and enmity against the christian religion, as was exemplified in the treatment of the early christians, Acts 8:4; and more widely so in all the papal persecutions of the reformed churches. Our books of martyrs should still be studied, and often read. But the words that follow are the consolation of the church. The hairs of your head are all numbered: Matthew 10:30. See more on Mark 8:34.

Matthew 10:25. Beelzebub. See on Numbers 32:38. The Greek is, Beelzeboul. The Greeks altered foreign names to agree with their own language.

Matthew 10:26. Fear them not. In this most instructive charge, after preparing the minds of the disciples for the work, our Lord next prepares them to meet danger. This is by faith in God, to whom futurity is without a veil, and who will suffer nothing to happen to his prudent servants but for good. He will develope the plots of their enemies, and number the hairs of their head. How calm is that mind at the worst of times, which can trust and not be afraid. Let ministers often read this admirable code of divine instructions; let them weigh and amplify all the expressions, that fully entering into the Saviour’s views, they may be prepared to do the whole of his blessed will. The reward is temporal and eternal life, both to the preacher and to the good man who receives him. Thus our Lord preserved the lives of his disciples by flight when Jerusalem was taken; while the wary jews who believed on Jesus, but did not confess him openly for fear of the synagogue, were enclosed and perished in the siege. So it shall be with all those ministers and hypocrites who assume and retain a profession of religion for secular interest.

Matthew 10:27. What ye hear in the ear, as a whisper, preach ye on the house- tops. The roofs in the east being generally flat, they often addressed people in the street from the roof or balcony of their houses. By this we learn, that ministers must not shrink from the arduous duties of declaring the whole counsel of God.

Matthew 10:29. Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing, a vile price paid by the poor for sin-offerings. Yet not one of them is taken in the snare without your heavenly Father. He will then take more care of you than of sparrows.

REFLECTIONS.
Are you aware, oh sanhedrim, forming a semicircle in the temple, discussing traditions, and the accession of proselytes, that your time is short? Are you aware, oh Romans, seated as gods in the senate, and grasping at universal empire, that the stone cut out of the mountain without hands, has begun to break in pieces all the iron power of Rome. “He has chosen the things that are not, to bring to nought things that are.”

He has commissioned twelve young men, without asking your counsel and approbation; holy men, without money, without staff or scrip, to “turn the world upside down.” These men shall travel through the world, and preach without deceit. They openly call the nations to faith and repentance, to embrace the truth, and believe with the heart unto righteousness. They shall form a new empire to fill the earth. They declare that their Master’s coming and kingdom are at hand. Oh rulers, you have but a moment, a short space for repentance. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry with you, and ye perish quickly from the way. Go and greet the ambassadors of peace on the tops of the mountains. Make haste, fall down and worship before the Lord your maker.

If otherwise, prepare war against them; pursue them with fire and sword, and throw them in all places to the lions. He that sits in the heavens shall laugh you to scorn: the Lord shall have you in derision. You will enlarge his kingdom by the dispersion of his flock, and hasten the recoil of war on your own heads. Shortly he will open the sixth seal, Revelation 6:12, and all the bloody fury of civil wars shall drive you to hide in dens and caves of the earth, and call for rocks and mountains to cover you.

Go on, then, oh blessed heralds of Immanuel. Be discouraged at no opposition, neither be afraid of those who kill the body: the martyr’s crown is before you. Your commission is from the throne of the Highest; your endowments are divine; your Master’s presence is with you. Other warriors engage in the uncertainty of battle; yours is the assurance of victory, an assurance confirmed by the conflicts of past ages, which are the pledges of future success. Go on; labour and faint not. The kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ. Lift up your heads with joy, for after all your tears, and toils, and fights, you shall yet sing with St. Paul, “Thanks be to God which always causeth us to triumph in Christ Jesus, and hath made manifest by us, the savour of his knowledge in every place.” To whom be glory and dominion for ever. 

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-30
Matthew 11:3. Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another. Brevity here is connected with obscurity. John could not doubt, after seeing the glory, and hearing the voice from heaven. The main object seems to be, to transfer his disciples to the pastoral care of Christ, as well as to obtain fresh support of faith in the time of trouble.

Matthew 11:4. Go and show John again those things which ye do hear and see. Unfold to him the accomplishment of all the glorious works foretold by the prophets, which the Messiah should graciously effectuate. Isaiah 35. Tell him that the blind see, the lame walk, the deaf hear; yea, that the lepers, foul and incurable, are cleansed; that the dead are called back to life, and that the poor have the gospel preached to them. Zephaniah 3:12. John will ask for nothing more. — To this passage Luke adds, “In the same hour he cured many of their infirmities and plagues, and of evil spirits, and unto many that were blind he gave sight:” Matthew 7:21.

This being the proper place to notice the miracles of Christ, we pause, adore, and wonder at those signs and miracles. John was not commissioned to work miracles: he came to prepare the way for the glory of the Lord to be revealed. But our Saviour, coming to supersede the ritual law, and to establish the new covenant, it was essential that his mission should have the seal of miracles. Why require the nation to give up institutions which had the sanction of heaven, without a demonstration that the injunction was divine.

The number, the extent, and magnitude of his miracles were such as demonstrated that he was the Creator and Lord of nature. With him nothing was arduous, nothing difficult. He spake, as in the first creation, and the work was done: he commanded, and it stood fast.

Those miracles were, for the most part, plain historic facts, of which the common people could be as competent judges as the most learned. The vulgar were transported with joy, the learned were convinced. No man, said Nicodemus, can do those miracles which thou dost, except God be with him. John 3:2. This recital of those miracles was made to convince John that Jesus was the Christ, and to assure him that the cause should live, though the faithful herald should receive a martyr’s crown. This power of working miracles would have carried equal conviction to the jews, had they been disposed to believe. “The works that I do in my Father’s name, they bear witness of me.” “Believe me for the very works’ sake.”

Nor should it escape remark, that the miracles of Christ were gracious works, and worthy of the Lord. He went about doing good; the crowd which his presence brought to the marriage in Cana, were amply supplied, and with the best of wine. Twice he fed myriads in the desert, when otherwise they had fainted by the way; and twice he more than filled the fishermen’s nets. In healing diseases his ministry was like a cloud, scattering blessings in all its course. Chronic cases, limbs deficient, and eyes to one born blind, limited not the arm of the Son of God. Inanimate nature equally obeyed his voice; the winds were still and the seas were calm at his command; and the figtree, emblem of the Hebrew nation, withered at his frown. The dead, the abodes of hades, or of paradise, heard his voice, and demons trembled at his word. Just was the conclusion of the vulgar crowd, “When the Messiah cometh, will he do greater miracles than this man doeth?”

Matthew 11:6. Blessed is he who shall not be offended, or scandalized in my poverty, or persecution, or in my doctrine through the pride of reason, or offended because of my poor members, who at a future day shall inherit my glory.

Matthew 11:11. There hath not risen a greater than John the baptist. Of all men the prophets were the greatest that had ever lived; and John was more than a prophet.

(1) Because he was himself the subject of prophecy. Isaiah 40:3. Malachi 3:1.

(2) Because he received a special commission to prepare the way of the Lord, and was the messenger before his face.

(3) Because he was privileged not merely to predict the advent of Christ, but to see his face; and to say unto the cities of Judah, “Behold your God.”

(4) Because he was the chosen paranymph — the friend of the bridegroom, who led the infant church to her glorious spouse, and transferred to him all the fruit of his ministry and all the glory of his work. He stood and heard HIM, and rejoiced greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice. John 3:29. (5) The fidelity of John the baptist, his disinterestedness, his constancy; the purity of his conduct, the holiness of his life, and the seal of martyrdom; but above all, the humility with which he laid all his honours at his Master’s feet, saying “He must encrease, I must decrease.” All conspire to confirm the testimony of the Saviour, that among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John the baptist.

Notwithstanding, he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. Whoever received the grace and unction of the Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out upon the infant church, received nobler gifts, and richer grace and privileges, than were conferred on John the baptist. All that constitutes man great and good is received from above, that no flesh should glory in His sight.

Matthew 11:12. The kingdom of heaven suffereth violence. Like a fortress in war it must be taken by storm, and he who besieges the throne of grace by faith and prayer, is sure to prevail.

Matthew 11:16. Children sitting in the markets. Musicians or minstrels who attended places of public resort to be heard, as well on occasions of festivity and mirth, as at funerals. See notes on Genesis 50:10, and Jeremiah 9:17.

Matthew 11:17. We have piped, and ye have not danced; mourned, and ye have not lamented. The gospel came to that generation as glad tidings of great joy, but they did not rejoice in it. It came as a savour of death unto death to the impenitent, but they did not lament and turn from their sins.

Matthew 11:27. Neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son. This was one of the first texts adduced against Arius, when he had broached his heresy against the Godhead of Christ. The knowledge here spoken of is above that of angels and men; and the mutual knowledge subsisting between the Father and the Son designates a unity of essence, and by consequence of all the incommunicable perfections of Deity.

Matthew 11:28. Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden. Come with faith and hope, for he that cometh to me shall never hunger, and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. Believe on me as the only Mediator, Redeemer, and Saviour, appointed by the Father for the salvation of men. Come guilty for a pardon, wounded to be healed, and wretched, burdened, and oppressed to obtain peace of mind. Be encouraged by all the invitations of the prophets, which open wide the gates of the temple, and exclude no man whatever, be his case or his colour what it may. Come weak and weary and “heavy laden,” groaning under the yoke of the law, the frowns of justice, and a sense of the guilt and baseness of sin. Come, under all the yoke of inward corruption, concupiscence, and all the solicitations of your heart to evil, and I will give you rest. I will refresh you with grace that shall reign in your heart, and supersede the reign of sin.

Matthew 11:29. Take my yoke upon you, the yoke of liberty, of obedience springing from love, and you shall find rest, even the peace of God which passeth all understanding.

Learn of me the lessons of piety — of diligence, of overcoming evil with good, of perseverance, of prayer, of resignation to the will of our heavenly Father. Come and repose under the wings of Jehovah, under all his covenant grace and care, and then you shall find a peace which the world can neither give nor take away.

For I am meek and lowly in heart — in opposition to the haughty scribes and doctors of the law who taught for hire, and repelled the simple and the ignorant. I am not merely a teacher of meekness and humility, but a meek and humble teacher. I will receive you with kindness. I will stoop to your ignorance, your weakness, your prejudices. I will condescend to the meanest, and patiently bear all your infirmities.

REFLECTIONS.
The work under John’s ministry had been great; but the day of trial came, and many of the weaker disciples were tempted, and ready to droop because of Herod’s frowns. John himself needed support in his imprisonment, for whose faith does not need refreshing in the trying hour? But his disciples were overwhelmed with discouragement, and knew not what to do. Hence John sent to Jesus for some new and reviving proof that he was the Messiah. Let us likewise in our temptations and discouragements often meditate on the glory of Christ, and on the all- convincing evidences of our religion. Let us acquaint him with our weakness and fears, and ask of him reviving proofs of his presence and favour. And as the tree is more enrooted by the tempest, so shall we become stronger after conflicts.

Our blessed Lord opportunely comforts his afflicted saints. In that same hour, while the embassy was present, Jesus wrought many miracles, and bade them tell John what they heard and saw. Oh blessed, though suffering servant of God. He asked not for interest to be made that he might come out of prison; he was happy to die, provided the cause might live, and provided he might see his flock transferred to the true shepherd.

The last proof which Christ enumerated of his Godhead and mission was, that the poor had the gospel preached to them. This would come with great force to John, the prophet Zephaniah having said, I will leave in the midst of thee a poor and an afflicted people, and they shall trust in the Lord. The gospel of Jesus was the richest grace of heaven, stooping to make happy the penitent poor. If the rich abound with the good things of this life, the poor are better disposed towards the gospel and the life to come. Their obligation to labour exempts them from the vices of indolence. Intemperance, habitual among the great, is only occasional among the poor. Having no haughty ties of honour and connection of blood, the poor can the more readily break with the world, and close with Christ. When the gospel addresses the poor, it is welcomed into the cottage as an angel of God; but in the villa, or the lordly mansion, it is often treated as heresy, ignorance and sedition. The poor, oppressed with want, and often afflicted, more gladly welcome the supports and comforts of the life to come. The gospel reconciles them to their condition; it elevates them to true nobility by a birth from above, and by making them heirs of an immortal crown. Happy then are the pious poor, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

When ministers have glorified God, and been eminently holy and useful, the church ought to hold up their excellence and worth: the timid flock are hereby emboldened to follow the heroes of faith. John was in his person but a weakly man, a reed shaken with the wind; but in the power of his spirit he was more than a prophet, and greater than Elijah, for Elijah was but a figure of him. Elijah reproved Ahab for Naboth’s vineyard, and John reproved Herod for incest. Elijah was much in the desert, and so was John. Elijah achieved a great reformation in Israel, and laid his axe at the root of idolatry; such also was the ministry of John, and more extensive than Elijah’s. From his days, men rushed in multitudes to take the kingdom of heaven, as an army storms a city. But it ought to be remarked, that the mysteries of grace are not to be disclosed to the world till matured. John was indeed the promised Elias, Malachi 4:5; but he came not to amuse the age by the wonder of his person, but to convert the wicked from the error of their ways. Hence Jesus did not reveal the high mission of John till after his imprisonment. Men who reject the gospel are so incorrigible as to despise and slander it in every form. When John came rough in his dress, and rigid in his manners, they slandered him as an improper model for the world to follow; and when Jesus came in all the habits of social life, taking his food with those that asked him, they called him an epicure. How just is it in God to blind men who first blind themselves. How gracious is it in God to reveal his gospel to babes, to the simple, and the poor of the land, when the learned and the rich reject it. May all praise be ascribed to the Father and Lord of heaven and earth for so doing. In a similar way St. Paul, after the LXX, has illustrated the prophecy of this event. Acts 28:26-27. At the same time it should be fully remarked, that the men who reject the gospel shall receive a greater curse than the accursed Canaanites, whom the Lord consumed in the cities of Sodom. 

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-50
Matthew 12:2. Thy disciples do that which is not lawful to do upon the sabbath- day. The pharisees did not find fault with eating a few ears of barley in their hunger, while others enjoyed their feasts, because it was allowed by the law of Moses, provided they put nought of the fruit in their vessel, or their pouch; but they objected on the ground of the sabbath. Now, the appeal which Jesus made to David’s eating the holy bread, which belonged exclusively to the priests, shows that the preservation of life is more than the law. Hence in all such cases, we should look at the intention of the lawgiver: no labour should be done on the sabbath but in cases of absolute necessity. Driving waggons, and journies of pleasure are an abomination to the Lord.

Matthew 12:5. The priests in the temple profane the sabbath, and are blameless. Opening the doors of churches, and lighting candles are not to be regarded as opening the doors of warehouses. The one is purely for God, the other for gain.

Matthew 12:13. Stretch forth thine hand. This was done in a synagogue. The Saviour would not let this man go without a cure, though the eyes of the pharisees were watching him for evil. A fine model for us to follow. The gospel of the Nazarenes and Ebionites makes him say, “I was a lapidary, and by that employment got my living. I beseech thee, Jesus, to restore my hand, that I may not be reduced to the degrading condition of begging my bread.” This seems to have induced the rulers to ask, whether it was lawful to heal on the sabbath day. Now Jesus, that he might not provoke them, explained the liberty of the sabbath to help a beast out of a pit, and then without touching the man, he said, Stretch forth thy hand. Oh my soul, maimed and impotent with sin, dost thou say, I cannot stretch forth my hand? Try, try in the strength of the Lord. Thou canst not tell without trial, what the power of grace can enable thee to do.

Matthew 12:16. He charged them that they should not make him known. The healed having, no doubt, confessed him to be the Messiah, the Lord did not choose to be made known to the infidel sanhedrim. Fenelon says, that Mentor, or Minerva, did not choose to be known to Calypso.

Matthew 12:18. Behold my servant. See on Isaiah 42:1. 

Matthew 12:20. A bruised reed shall he not break. Vatablus, Heinsuis, and our Dr. Hammond have long and critical notes on this text. The Synopsis also is copious here. This text confessedly imports the forbearance of Christ to his enemies who sought to kill him, Matthew 12:14, and likewise his great tenderness towards those who are weak in grace, like the bruised reed, and as the smoking flax almost extinguished in the lamp; or rather as the slow- match, by which the husbandman carries fire to burn the quicks in his field. But the point of variation is concerning “the judgment unto victory,” or truth. It must first be applied to Christ’s enemies, as in Isaiah 43:17. Speaking of the host and chariots which fought against Israel, “They are extinct, they are quenched as the tow.” Thus when Jerusalem was destroyed, Christ sent forth judgment unto truth or victory; or according to St. Paul, judgment to the uttermost, yea to the extremity. Let the weak and sincere soul be comforted; though Christ expects perfection in his church, and admits none to glory till made without spot, yet he is merciful till his work be complete in the heart. Let us, like the reeds, abide by the water- courses of grace; let us make a rapid shoot, and let us, like the reeds, associate and shelter one another from the blasts of temptation and sin. — Secondly, If grace be in our hearts as fire in the smoking flax, let us add fresh fuel, and pray that the wind of the Spirit may kindle the heart with a flame of sanctifying love. May grace and justice at the same time send forth vengeance on our inward corruptions, as on the outward enemies of the church.

Matthew 12:24. By Beelzebub. See notes on 2 Kings 1:2.

Matthew 12:27. By whom do your children cast them out? Exorcists pretended to do this, and might be allowed to do so; but the sons of Sceva could not do it. Acts 19:13.

Matthew 12:31. All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men; but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven. The scribes of Israel had a fair share of oriental literature; they could not but know that several miracles which Jesus performed were equal to the creation of man, and that those miracles were the seals of his mission. Hence he said, believe me for the very works’ sake: and, had I not done among you the works which no other man did, ye had not had sin, the great sin which forfeits your covenant. Now to slander and execrate those highest displays of power and grace, as being wrought by Beelzebub, the lord of idolatry, the worst or prince of devils; this slander was certainly against the brightest evidence that God thought proper to give to man, and it proceeded from the foulest malice which can possibly lodge in the human breast. Hence it is greatly to be feared that it was, to many of the pharisees, a damning sin: this sin was peculiar to the enlightened scribes, for we have no authority to say, that any man has committed it. And our gracious master, foreseeing that tender consciences would stumble at it, opened the sentence with the most glowing language of pardon to all other sins. And those fears and scruples of tender minds are full proof to them, that they have not slandered Christ as the worst of demons, nor sinned away the day of grace, of which Baxter, Shower, and Saurin speak. Their fears prove that a gracious influence still operates in their hearts. See Mark 3:30.

Matthew 12:38. Master, we would see a sign from thee. Strange question, after all the signs sent in tidings to John. It is generally supposed that they meant some such signs as accompanied the emancipation of their fathers from Egypt. Here the Saviour, indignant that they should reject the gracious signs of the gospel for the terrific visitations on the wicked, was constant in the declaration that no sign should be given to that generation, but the sign of his resurrection from the dead.

When this demand was made on his first preaching in the temple, he replied, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it again;” they understood not then that he spake of the temple of his body. So here, the demand being repeated, he would give them no sign, but that of Jonah raised on the third day from the deep. See Matthew 16:4. Truly, this was a great sign to heaven and earth. On that day he was declared the Son of God with power, and made Lord both of the living and the dead. Romans 1:4; Romans 14:9. So the apostle argues at large in the synagogue of Antioch. Acts 13:30-37.

Matthew 12:39. An evil and adulterous generation. Divorces, accompanied with habitual polygamy, entitled the jews of that age to the odious character here given them. Their conscience drove them out of the temple when called upon, if innocent, to cast the first stone at the woman taken in adultery. John 8:7. Our Lord’s censure on that profligate age therefore was not too severe.

Matthew 12:40. In the whale’s belly. See note on Jonah 1:17.

Matthew 12:43. When the unclean spirit is gone out — he walketh through dry places. Because of necromancy, and because of idolatry many were tormented with devils. Hence our Saviour cautioned one not to sin again in a certain way, lest a worse thing should come upon him. The air or region through which the expelled demon roved is compared to a droughty desert; but the man miraculously freed from diabolical domination, not seeking the regenerating influence of grace, left his heart open for the demon to return. And the unclean spirit, wishful to strengthen his influence against a second expulsion, associated with himself seven, or many other unclean spirits, and reëntered the wicked man’s heart, and made his last state worse than the first. So it was with the generation who saw the works, and heard the words of Christ. For a time they bowed under the influence of grace; but after rejecting the gospel, the pen of Josephus fails to describe their depravity and consequent misery. So it is to this day with those who have been under the influence of religious impressions in youth, but having given the reins to passion, they work all manner of uncleanness with greediness, and are led captive by Satan at his will. 2 Timothy 2:26.

Matthew 12:45. So shall it be also to this wicked generation. A prediction of the growing impenitence and unbelief of that age, to fill up the measure of their iniquity before their destruction came. Micah 3:12.

Matthew 12:50. Whosoever shall do the will of my Father — the same is my brother, and sister, and mother. Such are adopted into the great family of heaven. When Levi acted as a minister of justice against the worshippers of the golden calf, he knew not his father, nor his mother. So the Lord here puts his mother in the crowd of other worshippers. Formerly, our fathers ran to worship our Lady of Walsingham. In Europe they flocked to Loretto; and armies of pilgrims went to the shrine of James, the Lord’s brother, at Compostella in Spain. Alas, alas, they had all to go home again, making crusades against heretics. Will-worship leads to destruction, but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. 

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-58
Matthew 13:2. He went into a ship. A small vessel or boat, probably belonging to one of the disciples, several of whom were fishermen.

Matthew 13:3. He spake many things to them in parables. On the mount our Saviour unfolded the grace of his kingdom, and rescued the purity and perfection of the law from the glosses of rabbinical traditions. Here, making a pulpit of the ship, he varied his method, and spake in parables after the manner frequently resorted to in the east. This mode of instruction interested attention; the hearer would pry into the mystery, and seek to open the latent treasure. To our Saviour the method was highly advantageous; he constructed his parables into prophecies, and disguised events from the public eye, which were not proper to be plainly disclosed till after his resurrection. To the church parabolic instruction is advantageous a thousand ways. Husbandry, merchandise, domestic economy, and all the fruitfulness of fields and trees are aptly converted into preachers; yea, heaven and earth reflect the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven in a thousand forms, and every moment reminds us of what we should never forget.

Behold, a sower went forth to sow. The scene of this parable is properly a sort of town-field, containing roads to the lots of land. In so ample a space of ground there would be both stony ground, and thorny places. The sower is Christ, surrounded in the open field by ministers of all ages; and the seed is the word of the kingdom, scattered with a liberal hand. The hearers are divided into four classes.

First, those who hear the gospel and understand it not, because they do not give heed to it. They attend for recreation, or from habit; they hear with wandering eyes, and with a hard unfeeling heart. Satan, ever watchful to devour, as the birds which follow the husbandman, by vain and worldly thoughts, picks away what is sown in the heart. This hearer, by suffering a thousand follies to occupy his heart, forfeits his salvation.

Next the stony ground hearers are charmed with the theory of the gospel, with the accomplishments of the preacher, and the exterior lustre of religion; with the historic subject of the scriptures, while the promises of eternal life afford them pleasure and hope. But their hearts are unploughed; and when persecution happens, they do not know the persecuted; or when religious scandals fall out, instead of weeping for the sinner, they are wrathful and bitter; or when solicited for some support for ministers, they make a thousand excuses, and suffer the christian temper to wither as corn on a rocky soil.

Thirdly, the thorny ground hearer goes farther, and gives for a time the fairest hopes of conversion. But his repentance being imperfect, the thorns being only stubbed instead of being eradicated, the old propensities of a worldly mind spring from their deep roots, and choke the wheat.

From these three classes of abortive hearers we learn two grand lessons. One is, that genuine religion begins by a broken and a contrite heart for sin. The ground must be broken up, and cleared of all the stones and thorns which frustrate the most hopeful prospects of grace. Next, piety must be the prevailing propensity of the heart; and so much so, that earthly pursuits must be regarded as mere circumstances in our pilgrimage, compared with our salvation. Ignorance, carelessness, and covetousness will utterly confound a man in the harvest day, while he who received the gospel into a good and honest heart brings forth fruit to perfection. He cultivates grace with care, he mortifies the body with the strictest temperance, and cherishes every divine affection till all his soul is adorned, like the harvest field, with the fruits of righteousness by faith.

Matthew 13:9. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. This is a just and happy turn of thought, calling back the mind to review the truths just presented by the speaker. John, in the revelation, often follows this form of speech at the close of a sentence. In the Voluspa, the most ancient of northern poems, we find the like recal at the close of several stanzas. Bitith enn etha hvath. Say, ye warrior gods, — “Conceive ye this?” Moses laments that the Lord had not given the people an ear to hear, though they had known his works. Deuteronomy 29:4.

Matthew 13:10. Why speakest thou to them in parables. In Professor George Campbell’s new translation of the four gospels, the answer reads thus, “Because it is your privilege, and not theirs, to know the secrets of the reign of heaven. For to him that hath, more shall be given, and he shall abound; but from him that hath not, even that which he hath shall be taken. For this reason I speak to them in parables; because they seeing, see not; and hearing, hear not, nor regard; inasmuch as this prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled in them. Ye may indeed listen, but will not understand; ye may look, but will not perceive. For this people’s understanding is stupified, their ears are deafened, and their eyes they have closed; lest seeing with their eyes, hearing with their ears, and apprehending with their minds, they should repent, and I should reclaim them.” This version is correct, and it coincides with the LXX, as quoted by St. Paul in Acts 28:25-26. It proves that the ear must be gained by similies before the mind can be attracted by sublimer truths, just as we prepare children by fables to relish the beauties of enlightened discourse.

Matthew 13:11. But to them it is not given. Christ, says Chrysostom, speaks thus, not as though he designed to introduce the doctrine of fate and necessity, but to show that wicked men are the cause of their own evils, and that the knowledge of divine mysteries is the gift of God.

Matthew 13:16-17. Blessed are your eyes, for they see. The fulness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ, is the unsearchable riches of his glory. The eyes of our understanding being enlightened, we know what is the hope of our calling. We receive adoption and glory, we sit in heavenly places in Christ, and are admitted to the visions of God in the plan of our redemption. We behold with open face, as in a glass, the glory of the Lord, and are changed into the same image. In a word, the gospel gives us admission to the full scale of benedictions, reaching from earth to heaven, and from the blessings on the holy patriarchs, who longed to see the day of Christ, till the final blessing of the Father, which gives us admission to his everlasting kingdom.

Matthew 13:24. The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field. Associate with the parable of the sower is that of the tares. It is designed to comfort the church when grieved at the degeneracy of principle and practice in her members. But what are the tares? Answer zizania, a Syriac word of doubtful import. Lightfoot says it means bad wheat. A latin author says it means lolium, that is a weed called ray, darnel, cockle, or tares. No matter; the spiritual import is explained by our Lord to mean bad members in the true church, whose hearts are inclined to error, heresy or vice. We may say of many professors as a Roman does of the corn; “The wheat and the barley are changed into lolium.” Oh my soul, do not slumber, nor suffer the enemy to sow erroneous principles in thy heart, which shall lead to burning in the issue. But why must we let them grow to the harvest? Must we not root out error and heretics, or wicked professors from the church? In all cases which are clear, we must not eat with drunkards, fornicators, and covetous men. They must be expelled till reformed, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord. But cases which to man are doubtful, we must leave to the Lord of the harvest, for if we hearken to slander, we may root out the precious wheat with the worthless tares. But let the tares know, that though spared of man, their punishment shall be greater when condemned of the Lord. The man that spares his sins will be burned with unquenchable fire.

Matthew 13:25. While men slept, his enemy, diabolus, came and sowed tares. The grand enemy struggles hard to keep the world for his own, by idolatry, by arianism, by the titular idolatries and tyranny of Rome; to which we must add, the overflowing of wickedness in the christian world. The institutions of piety decay, and the best of charitable endowments are partially plundered. It is the same in doctrine; when men have once embraced an error, we cannot root it out; they will obstinately defend it, even at the expense of every other christian doctrine. What an argument for vigilance in the husbandman!

Matthew 13:28. Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up? Shall we root them out of the field? No; for lolium has a resemblance to wheat. You may root out the good; and time must be allowed to the wicked for repentance. You cannot root out the wicked without hurting the righteous; the too sudden destruction would make many widows, fill the world with orphans, and throw the poor out of bread, by stopping the course of trade. Let the incorrigible fill up their measure, and in due time the angels shall gather together the tares, and burn them with unquenchable fire.

Matthew 13:30. Let both grow together till the harvest. The church cannot expel members, except for immorality. God only can search the heart, and try the reins. Grotius refers us here to a similar case in the jewish Bereschit Rabba, a book to which few have access. The Latin critics copy the reference; it gets rid of a knotty question. Of Jezebel, a christian prophetess, and of the zizania family, it is said, I gave her space to repent, for the longsuffering of God is salvation. Revelation 2:21. God takes the hard cases in the church, which lie beyond the reach of discipline, into his own hands. Others give the words another turn: Est quidem hæc valde molesta conditio quod reprobis oneratur ecclesia usque ad finem mundi.
Matthew 13:31. The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed. The work of God, whether of grace in the heart, or of truth in the earth, is small in its commencement, but great in the issue. When the poor fishermen left their nets, they had no idea of filling celestial thrones, and of judging the world. But, however despicable the christians might appear, their little tree became so great that the gentile nations came to lodge in its branches. 

Matthew 13:33. The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven. Leaven is used in the north of England. It is dough preserved in a cup, with water enough to keep it moist from baking to baking; and turning extremely sour, it ferments the dough instead of yeast or barm; and the taste it communicates to bread is by no means unpleasant to those who are used to it. In like manner the grace of God changes the heart into the holy nature and image of God, until it finally expels all the old leaven of malice and wickedness.

Matthew 13:43. Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun, in the kingdom of their Father. No longer overshadowed and obscured by the tares, they shall shine forth in godlike knowledge, in the beauties of holiness, in degrees of bodily lustre, by reflecting the glory of Christ. Ages, successions, and infinities of saints shall shine as celestial constellations in the heavenly kingdom; and all this exterior glory shall only be the emanations of that glory which dwells in their hearts.

Matthew 13:44. The kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field. Christ in the glory of his person, Christ in the hidden treasures of his wisdom, and Christ in the riches of his grace is the treasure hid in the field. And though figuratively we are said to purchase that field, the word implies only the boundless esteem we entertain for Christ and his grace, for all the substance of our house could not purchase his favour. A man properly acquainted with his worth will barter every sinful honour, or pleasure, or gain, to obtain the true riches which are found in Christ. The same may be said of the pearl of great price: the parables are much the same in design. Every merchant aiming at a fortune should be reminded that there is in heaven a better and more enduring substance.

Matthew 13:45. The kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchantman seeking goodly pearls. καλους, fair, beautiful, and brilliant pearls: all other gems are understood to be comprised in these researches. The pearl-oysters in old age sometimes secrete in their heads a large and brilliant pearl of great value. And if merchants will go to India, and men in dangerous seas will drag for oysters, it is but a small requisition that we should sacrifice hurtful desires to purchase a kingdom without money and without price.

Matthew 13:47. The kingdom of heaven is like unto a net cast into the sea. Here is instruction for ministers. The laborious fisherman keeps his net in good repair, he nightly encounters the dangers of the deep, he casts his net in the most likely places, but in uncertainty whether he shall succeed. He casts his net amid the clouds and storms, and waves of life; and the fish he encloses are not always of good quality. So it is with the faithful ministers of Christ. 

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-36
Matthew 14:2. This is John the baptist: he is risen from the dead. Mark indicates that Herod was a sadducee by those words of Christ, Beware of the leaven of the sadducees — beware of the leaven of Herod. But how is this reconciled with Luke 9:9, where Herod desired to see Christ? Perhaps, like our Harry, he often changed his faith. Perhaps he doubted sometimes whether the Pythagorean doctrine of metempsychosis, or the transmigration of souls into new bodies, might not be true. The cabalists among the jews favoured that notion, which our Saviour condemns in John 9:3. The king had heard John preach, as in Mark 6:20, and was delighted with his discourse: yet he beheaded him. Oh heart, oh heart of man!

Matthew 14:3. Herod had laid hold on John and bound him. John must have admonished the king before his courtiers, as Elijah rebuked Ahab in the vineyard of Naboth. This raised a storm which menaced John with immediate execution. The popular opinion running in favour of the prophet, stemmed the torrent of royal indignation; and the calm voice of the nation should ever have weight in the cabinet of a king. The people, falsely informed, may be wrong for the moment, but they are never ultimately in error.

Matthew 14:4. John said to him, it is not lawful for thee to have thy brother Philip’s wife. Leviticus 18:6; Leviticus 20:21. Philip was then living, and lived to the eighteenth year of Tiberius, as Josephus states; he also intimates that Herod never prospered after the death of John; for Aretas, the father of Herod’s repudiated wife, destroyed his army in a pitched battle, which many of the jews regarded as a visitation for the murder of John. Antiq. book 17. chap. 7.

Matthew 14:6. Herod’s birth-day, that is, Herod Antipater. It is thought that the custom of observing birth-days originated with those who studied judaical astrology. It was deemed an ill omen to shed blood on days of joy. 1 Samuel 11:13. This narrative of John’s decapitation is more copiously related in the sixth chapter of Mark, where the reflections will be found.

Matthew 14:7. He promised her with an oath. Saul made the like rash oath, and the army forced him to break Matthew 2 :1 Samuel 14:24. 

Matthew 14:10. He sent and beheaded John in prison, in the castle of Macherus, in Perea beyond the Jordan. As the head of this martyr could not be brought for some days, on account of the distance, Herod might have repented, had he not been drunk and infatuated.

Matthew 14:19. He blessed, and brake: ευλογισε, he blessed the food and sanctified it. Why be afraid of popery, to insinuate that he blessed and praised God? Samuel blessed the sacrifice. 1 Samuel 9:13.

Matthew 14:22. Jesus constrained his disciples to get into a ship. They were safer on the waves than among the multitude, who, dazzled with miracles, were clamorous to make him king: and the disciples themselves seemed in nowise averse to the elevation of their Master to regal dignity.

Matthew 14:25. In the fourth watch of the night, reckoned from the time of the cock crowing.

Matthew 14:26. It is a spirit. φαντασμα, phantasma, a phantom, spectre, apparition.

REFLECTIONS.
When Herod’s wrath was as the roaring of a lion, and when the court had assented, by their presence at least, to the death of John, Jesus retired a few days, or weeks, to feed his flock in the desert; for we must never fly in the face of the civil power, unless conscience compel us so to do: it is always better to die than to sin. No matter; Herod’s wrath could never stop the Saviour’s work. Whether in the desert, or in the city, his congregation was great; for he is always great in Zion, and should be great in every heart. Nor would he suffer the multitude to labour so far without conferring upon them special favours. When the lions roar against the flock, the good shepherd takes them in his arms. He healed all the sick; if they came weary and limping, they went away leaping and rejoicing. Their cure was without cost, without pain, and without delay. All physicians must yield the palm to this physician, whose cures were all figurative of the moral diseases which grace removes from the heart.

But what availed it to cure them of disease, and then kill them with hunger? The glory of his ministry had so far attracted and detained them, that they had eaten little for three days; and had they fainted on their return, surely the enemy would have said, for mischief did he bring them up to slay them in the wilderness. Therefore the king for once would feast his friends. The stock of provision was indeed small, but a little with the blessing of God is more than enough. He who multiplies a handful of corn to a harvest, blessed and multiplied the bread; and the people, being seated in fifties on the grass, were abundantly served; and each of the twelve apostles had a basket to spare. Oh what a day of glory to the flock. Their eyes had feasted on miracles, their minds had feasted on truth, and now their bodies feasted on corruptible bread.

Nor is the age of glory past. Jesus still heals and feeds the flock in little companies. Perhaps that lad yonder, that stripling in the ministry, though his stock be small, and his word somewhat coarse, has wholesome food, and plenty too for the whole multitude. In prayer he shall be enlarged, and lead all his audience into full and open intercourse with heaven. His ministry shall open with a thousand images of grace and justice. The kingdom of heaven shall burst and enlarge on his views, enabling him to speak with a godlike pathos and unction. His doctrine shall drop as the rain, his speech shall distil as the dew, and as the small rain upon the tender herb. It shall refresh and gladden the heritage of God. The people are all beguiled, like the flock allured into the desert: they forget their food, not recollecting the hour till the preacher’s strength is exhausted. But alas, as this multitude forgot themselves in attempting to make Jesus king, so our congregations go away, and forget what manner of persons they were.

Our Lord’s conduct in separating his disciples from the multitude may be designed to teach us a lesson of moderation and forbearance towards civil rulers and governors. If kings err, there is one in heaven able to call them to account. The chastisement of princes is not the work of saints; our duty is to rush into the waves, sooner than join in cabals, and to pray for kings and governors, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.

We also learn from this history, that whenever we have trifled with religion, we may expect some cross to bring us back to recollection, and to a sense of duty. Darkness and tempest overtook the disciples, and they had no master near to save them. They were menaced with a watery grave; and the public unable to decypher providence, might think that they were infatuated to their destruction. Their faith was weak, and their fears were many: all their faults came to their recollection. Lord, make me holy; and let me never go forth without thy presence, that if death should overtake me, I may be calm and confident in thy favour and love.

The Lord we see will never forsake his servants in the dark and cloudy day. Jesus came in the morning watch, walking on the boisterous waves, as once he came on the wings of the wind, to save his people at the Red sea. He appeased the tumult of their fears at his presence by a cheering voice: It is I, be not afraid. No matter then about the tempest, if the Saviour be there. The floods cannot drown, the fire cannot burn, and enemies cannot harm when God arises to cheer his chosen friends.

From Peter’s essay to walk on the sea, like his Master, we learn that it is the disciple’s chief delight to follow and imitate his Lord. Peter walked well while he looked at the promise, but on looking at the waves he sunk through the weakness of his faith. So it is with my poor fainting mind. While I look at men, and high towering professors, I sink into discouragements. While I also look at troubles, the billows go over my head; but when I look at the promises, the charms of religion are all divine, and heaven presents a smiling, and not a distant shore.

The man who distrusts the care of providence deserves rebuke. Oh thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt? Did God ever fail one way or other to save or defend his people? Were they ever confounded who trusted in the Lord? Is there any ground to distrust his power and love? I blush for my unbelieving fears: do thou Lord encrease my faith. Thus it is that men are variously led. Weak faith will indeed save the soul, but not so comfortably as that which is strong. 

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-39
Matthew 15:2. Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? The cabala, or unwritten law, was counted by the pharisees of equal authority with the law itself. Rabbi Aquiba says, he who eats with hands unwashed is worthy of death! Rabbi Jose is rather more mild, in saying, the sin is the same as though he cohabited illicitly with a woman! They alleged in defence of those censures, that a man might have touched unawares something unclean. Surely the Lord justly called those men “blind guides.” Traditions may be respected so far only as they tend to health of body, to purity of mind, and to the peace and edification of the church.

Matthew 15:5. It is a gift. δωρον doron, or “let it be a gift.” Hebrew קרבן corban, as St. Mark reads. It signifies a gift devoted to God, according to the law of Moses. Leviticus 1:2; Leviticus 7:14. Here it is most unnaturally abused, when a young man told his parents that instead of assisting them he had made a vow of a gift to God, and therefore he could not do both; so that now, they must look to God, and languish with hunger. So Origen, Theophylact, Erasmus, Beza, Heinsius, Lightfoot, Hammond, and the Synopsis, where copious notes may be found.

Matthew 15:10. He called the multitude, who are often the best judges in questions of common sense. Food cannot defile the mind, which is unconscious of any defilement; the main question is, whether it hurt the conscience of another, who is weak in faith.

Matthew 15:13. Every plant, φυτεια, plantation, or garden, which my Father hath not planted, and such are the sects of the pharisees and the sadducees, shall be rooted up. But while they sink as the associations of men, the righteous shall flourish as the palm tree, and grow as the cedars of Lebanon.

Matthew 15:19. Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, wholly evil and devoid of good, for in our flesh dwelleth no good thing. Whatever good is found in man emanates from the wisdom which descends from above. These thoughts or evil surmisings, altogether unconnected with meats clean and unclean, are the sources of all outward sins, which are named in a scale of turpitude. Murders, the first sin against our brother, for which an avenging providence pursues the guilty. Adulteries, which pollute both body and mind, and defile the whole stock and race. Fornications. The Saxon forliggian, to forelie, is more expressive. The crime of bastardy was rare among our Saxon fathers, for the young man who committed it must either marry or fight. Thefts, which are connected with every crime of idleness and concealment. False witness. This is setting God at defiance, and is directed against the life or property of a neighbour. Blasphemies, whether against God, or against divine revelation, or the soul of our neighbour. — In my travels and labours I have known half a dozen instances of blasphemers struck dead with the oaths in their mouths. The conclusion is, that all sin has its seat in the mind, but where that is pure, the body is preserved to God, a living and a holy sacrifice.

Matthew 15:21. Tyre and Sidon. The kings of these two cities are thought to be comprised in the kings of the Hittites. 1 Kings 10:29.

Matthew 15:22. A woman of Canaan — cried unto him, saying, have mercy on me. This woman was a Greek by birth, as Mark says, though living in the coasts of Tyre and Sidon. — A general has his eye on campaigns, battles and sieges; a merchant calculates on his gain, and a scholar is fraught with discoveries in science; but the Lord Jesus has his eye on whatever in man is found to resemble God. While the jews gloried in the divine presence, resident in their temple, he declared his purpose to dwell with the man who was poor and contrite, and trembled at his word. Thus while many in Israel, who received miraculous cures, are passed over in silence, here is a poor Canaanite, having apparently neither husband nor friend, who has enrolled her name in the annals of the gospel; for she had faith which would have honoured the first of prophets. And as Christ has improved his feeding of the multitude, John 6:27, and his raising the dead, John 11:25, with a spiritual gloss, so ought we to do in the prominent case of this woman.

Observe then, that afflictions are useful to the soul. They enable us to see the insufficiency of worldly comforts, and the unavailing aid of physicians; they repress the confidence we are apt to indulge in the time of health and prosperity; and they discover, in a manner which theory can never do, the infinite need we have of divine support and protection.

In our troubles we are here taught to go directly to the Lord for counsel and comfort, with persevering prayer. Whether we groan under trouble of mind, or under the rod of affliction, the Lord alone can save in the day of trouble. Without his blessing, other means are destitute of effect. This woman cried for mercy, addressing the Saviour by faith, and with his proper titles. Delays in answering prayer are not to be interpreted in any unfavourable way. The silence of Jesus is wise and good. This woman cried at first for her daughter; ultimately she said, Lord help me. Perhaps, when we first cry, we are but half awakened; we pray for afflictions to be removed before our sins are removed, but David never fell into any temporal trouble without always remembering his sins.

Though good men should pray for us, and apparently be denied, we are not to be discouraged. Jesus denied, as was thought, the disciples, by saying, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel; yet the gentiles were to follow Israel in the covenant. He had reasons of a hallowing character for deferring the blessing.

We must persevere in prayer till every sin is confessed, and till the soul is impressed with the most humiliating views of its lost condition; for dogs are more worthy of bread than sinners are of pardon.

The frowns and apparent denials of Christ are tokens of a blessing. While he gives us a heart to pray, let us never despair of success. When he said, it is not meet to take the children’s bread and cast it to dogs, all the company thought this woman’s to be a lost case. But she, drowning in sorrow and trouble, saw one twig which brought her safe to shore: even from the name of “dogs,” she read her fairest claim to the crumbs. Here was heroic faith; faith resolved either to obtain the blessing, or to perish at the feet of Christ. Here was great faith, which attracted a great encomium. “Be it unto thee even as thou wilt.” Here the waters of grace flowed with the greater force for a momentary obstruction. This case is set before us to encourage perseverance in prayer, that we may rise the higher in importunity whenever the blessing is apparently delayed. 

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-28
Matthew 16:1. The pharisees also with the sadducees came, soliciting a sign from heaven: Matthew 12:38. This was the second time, and they received the appellation of hypocrites, as professing the highest attainments of oriental literature, and yet blind as to the signs of the times. If they could augur future weather from present appearances of the sky, why not discern the aspects of providence, and study the signs of the times? The weeks of Daniel were coming to a completion. In Herod the sceptre was departed from Judah. Pious men were expecting the Messiah. Multitudes were rushing into the kingdom of God, while on the other hand the crimes of the rulers, and the corruptions of the sanctuary were precipitating the nation to the vortex of destruction, by revolt against the Romans. Like the ancient cloud, those signs were dark on the one side, and bright on the other.

Matthew 16:4. There shall no sign be given unto it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas. The Saviour names this prophet as a striking figure of himself, being a voluntary victim thrown into the sea, raised on the third day, and sent to preach repentance to the gentiles, as Christ sent the gospel to all nations. The resurrection of Christ, the keystone of the church, was the sign of his Divinity, who should gather the nations to himself, and cause the glory of the ritual law to vanish away, being eclipsed and absorbed in the unfading glory of Christ.

Matthew 16:6. Beware of the leaven of the pharisees and of the sadducees. To this the evangelist Mark adds, “and of the leaven of Herod:” Mark 8:15. The caution is against their cabala, or traditions, exalted above the law of God; but chiefly against the exterior pomp and parade of devotion, an empty substitute for real piety in the heart. Gibbon may boast of the elegant mythology of the Greeks, and the continental catholic may talk of the splendour of his devotions; but after all God prefers the humblest heart for his abode, before all temples built with hands.

Matthew 16:7-9. It is because we have taken no bread. The disciples were next admonished for not being more acute in apprehending the Saviour’s figure of speech, that the leaven designated the misguided and unfounded doctrine of the scribes. Do ye not remember the five loaves, and the five thousand? When ministers want a loaf, they should learn to trust in providence, else how can they exhort others to live by faith? 

Matthew 16:13. The coasts of Cesarea Philippi, situate at the fountain-head of the JorDaniel Pheneas was the original name, but Philip having built many houses there, called it after his own name. Philip the evangelist, one of the seven deacons, resided here. Acts 21:8.

Whom do men say that I, the Son of man, am? By asking the question, our Saviour meant to give the greater distinction to the confession which followed. It is very remarkable, that when our Saviour was about to disclose his Godhead, he calls himself the Son of man, which marks his humanity, that he was the son of Adam, or rather, the second Adam, the promised Seed. The same name was given Ezekiel, when favoured with high revelations, but in a different sense to this title of Christ: for in Christ it signifies the sovereign Judge of heaven and earth, the Father having given him authority to execute judgment, because he is by preëminence the Son of man. John 5:27.

Matthew 16:14. Some say thou art John the baptist. Both Herod and the scribes believed in the Pythagorean notion of the transmigration of souls from one body to inform another, as is implied in Matthew 14:2. Some say, Elias. He is mentioned first among the old prophets, having been foretold by Malachi as coming to prepare the way of the Lord; for the jews understood not John the baptist, whose ministry resembled that of Elijah. Others say, Jeremias. This singular opinion seems to have been founded on the enlarged and extraordinary commission given to this prophet, as mentioned in Jeremiah 1:10. “See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant.” Many of the rabbins also, from the words of Malachi 4:5, entertained a notion that Enoch and Elijah would reappear in the days of the Messiah. Hence others said that one of the old prophets was risen again. Luke 9:8.

Matthew 16:16. Simon Peter answered and said, thou art Christ, the Son of the living God. This is the grand confession of faith. This is “the pillar and ground of truth; and without controversy, great is the mystery of godliness. God was manifest in the flesh.” 1 Timothy 3:16. Similar confessions occur in numerous other places. See Psalms 2:8. Proverbs 30:4. Isaiah 9:6. Matthew 3:17; Matthew 17:5. John 1:49. Acts 8:37.

It is apparent that this confession was made by all the apostles, as well as by Peter; for when the multitude were offended, and went away because the Lord had said that he came down from heaven, and would give them his flesh to eat, he put the question, “Will ye also go away? Peter answered, Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life. And we believe, and are sure that thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” John 6:68-69. St. Matthew having related this conversation in full, the evangelists Luke and Mark merely name it, saying, “Thou art the Christ of God,” the only Mediator and Saviour of men.

On the subject of the deity and humanity of Christ, I would earnestly recommend all young clergymen to read and study bishop Bull’s Latin work, the defence of the Nicene creed, and primitive fathers of the church, with notes by the learned professor Grabe, editor of the Septuaginta. Ed. London, 1721. There they will find christianity in all its glory, and less than that is not christianity.

Among the cloud of testimonies which might here be collected, I will add that only of Dr. Doddridge, the Socinians having claimed him as an Arian in disguise. “Peter said to him in the name of the rest, Lord, we know that thou art the Messiah; and not only the Son of man, but in a proper and incommunicable sense, the Son of the everliving God.” — Sect. 88.
Matthew 16:18. Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church. These words are a confirmation of Peter’s confession of faith. The reference is to the surname which the Lord gave to Peter, when he was first called to the ministry. John 1:42. “Thou art Simon the son of Jonas; thou shalt be called Cephas, which is by interpretation, a stone.” The name is just; for Peter abides in the temple of the Lord as a stone remains in the building. In this view, the church is built on the foundation of the prophets and apostles, Jesus Christ himself being the foundation, and the chief corner- stone. Ephesians 2:20; Ephesians 2:22. A glorious testimony that Peter was pure in faith, and sincere in piety.

Upon this rock I will build my church. The Vulgate, edited by Leo 10. puts “rock” in the feminine gender; super hanc petram. But how does this agree with Peter in the masculine? In Biblia Magna, the jesuits contend that Peter is the rock on which the church is built, and that the popes of Rome, as his successors, are also the rock of the church. Blasphemy beyond example! If so, the glorious confession, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God, is superseded; the stone which God hath laid in Zion for a foundation, the rock cut out of the mountain without hands, is rejected. Paul is in error to say, “Other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 1 Corinthians 3:11. Rome once hardened with a million of martyrs lost all shame. I will build my church. The Hebrew has two words rendered by the LXX promiscuously, συναγωγη, synagogue, and εκκλησια ecclesia or church; these are קהל cahal, and עדה edah. Thus we find the congregation of the Lord, the congregation of the people, the princes of the congregation. Exodus 12:6. Numbers 16:3; Numbers 20:4. Psalms 22:23; Psalms 35:18; Psalms 89:6. It is also applied to the assembly of the wicked. Psalms 26:5.

In the new testament, the word εκκλησια ecclesia designates an assembly for the worship of God. 1 Corinthians 14:34. The saints. Ephesians 5:17. The house of God. 1 Timothy 3:15. The faithful in Christ Jesus. Ephesians 1:22. Colossians 1:18.

The Gothic word kirk, and the Greek κυριος kurios are both primitive words, equivalent to the house of the Lord.

And the gates of hell, or hades, shall not prevail against it. The gates of fortified towns were doubly defended with a tower, and possession of the tower was to have the command of the city. The first effort of the powers of darkness to destroy the church was in Judea, as described in Acts 8:4. The second was the violent persecutions of pagan Rome, as referred to in Revelation 12:4. The third struggle was to destroy the church by arianism in the east, followed by the mahommedan scourge, which removed the candlestick out of its place. Revelation 2:5. The fourth effort of the enemy was to gain possession of the church by the idolatries and tyrannies of papal Rome. The fifth was long-continued; for after the old Roman empire was dismembered, the northern nations, under the names of Thyrkenos, Teutones, Thuscos, Thyrsa-Getes, Titanes, Scythas, Gebros, Cumeos, Umbros, Gallos, Germanicos, Francos, Ascanios, Oscos or Scotæ, overran Europe, stormed Rome, marked their route with blood to the rock of Gibraltar, and drove the old Cimbrians to the mountains of Wales. The issues were, that christianity converted and softened the ferocious manners of all those bloody nations. The sixth, and present struggle is, the alliance of atheism and unitarian infidelity; a struggle we have referred to in the war of the Lamb, mentioned in Ezekiel 39. — Is it possible, we ask, for the church to subsist through all the revolutions of empires, with apostasy within, and legions without; is it possible for a church so weak to subsist, and convert her murderers to the faith; unless she had been built on the rock of ages, and defended by an Omnipotent arm?

Matthew 16:19. I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven. Peter’s keys were all reality. With one key he principally opened the door to the circumcision on the day of pentecost; and with the others, he opened the door to the gentiles in the house of Cornelius. Acts 10. And as to the remission of sins, that in the absolute sense belongs to Him alone who reads the heart. But he can commission his servants to preach remission of sins, and to tell Zion that her iniquity is pardoned. Ministers have plenary powers to apply promises to penitents, and afflicted believers; yea, to all sincere souls according to the light they have, and God can realize all those promises by the comforts of the Holy Ghost. Yea, ministers, consulting the elders of the church, have power to bind and loose, to receive and expel members; and what is worthily done on earth will be confirmed in heaven. But at the same time, the other apostles here believed as well as Peter; and Christ gave them all the same power to bind and loose, as in Matthew 18:18. St. Paul had the keys to open a larger door to the gentiles in Europe, than St. Peter ever did in Asia. All the apostles had power to bind men with the yoke of Christ, and to loose them from the yoke of the ceremonial law.

Matthew 16:20. Tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ. See on Matthew 17:9.

Matthew 16:23. Get thee behind me, Satan. The speech was Satan’s to frustrate our redemption, though Peter was not aware of it.

Matthew 16:24. If any man will come after me, let him deny himself. See on Mark 8:34; Mark 8:38, where the narration is more copious.

Matthew 16:28. There be some standing here which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom. Till they see my resurrection from the dead, the descent of the Holy Spirit, with tongues and miracles, and the gospel preached to the Roman world.

REFLECTIONS.
This conversation of the Saviour which fully, for the first time, declared his glory in explicit words, was at the sources of the river Jordan, and at the extremity of the land. It was a secluded conversation, as Mark states, by the way. It was an unexpected disclosure of glory and of grace. He had indeed said as much to the woman of Samaria, it being essential to her conversion, nor was there any fear that the jews would believe her words.

We must notice here, the divine prudence of the Saviour, in gradually disclosing the glory of his person by his ministry and miracles. While engaged in his preparatory work, he called himself the Son of man, which was his proper title, had they so known it. Psalms 8:4-5. He spake and acted as a servant, with regard to Him that sent him. But now, the tragic scenes of his passion being near, the suffering church required the strong pillars of Deity for her support. Had he said at first, I am the Christ, the Son of God, (and the rulers wished him to say so that they might stone him for blasphemy) wars and tumults would have followed, for all Jewry expected the Son of David on the throne. But the Saviour’s kingdom was not of this world.

Seeing now the Saviour risen from the dead, and glorified at the Father’s right hand, we are called to confess him openly before men, and even at the risk of life itself. Then the blessing that followed on Peter shall follow on us, and in every form of glory and of grace.

And thou, oh Unitarian, who according to Milton, and our best divines, followest the fallen angels in refusing submission to the Son; the subsequent words of the Saviour have a strong bearing on thy case. If you are ashamed of him before men; if you prefer a poor, blind, and dry philosophy to revelation, he will, on the fair law of retributive justice, be ashamed of you before his Father and the holy angels. Take your choice; be saved with Christ, or damned with Satan. 

17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-27
Matthew 17:2. He was transfigured before them. ΄εταμορφωθη, was transformed before them. Matthew, Mark, and Luke record this vision; and name the three selected witnesses. Peter had just confessed the Divinity of the Lord, and received a blessing. James, the first martyr of the twelve, and John, had been surnamed sons of thunder. Now they were admitted to see the glory which the twelve had confessed; and it was, as it would seem, afore to prepare them to attest the agony of the Lord in the garden.

His face did shine as the sun. The indwelling godhead burst forth with the visible splendour of uncreated glory, so as to make the three apostles, though familiar with miracles, fall to the ground.

Matthew 17:3. There appeared unto them Moses and Elias, talking with him. Talking of his decease which he should accomplish at Jerusalem. Luke 9:31. Here Moses, as the founder of the Hebrew nation, and Elijah, as the reformer; the one representing the law, the other the prophets, were the deputation to attest his passion, and witness the completion of the prophecies. Of what other subject should they speak, but of that which had been the theme of prophecy from the beginning?

Matthew 17:5. This is my beloved Son. ‘ ο υιος μου, filuis ille meus. Here the article seems to have a double force, not so much to distinguish Christ from all other sons, as to designate his incomparable glory, as of the only begotten of the Father.

Matthew 17:9. Tell the vision to no man until the Son of man be risen again from the dead. This would be a premature disclosure of the secrets of heaven, for the scribes had taught that the Messiah should abide for ever, and never die.

Matthew 17:10. Why then say the scribes that Elias must first come? The prophet Malachi announced his coming, in Malachi 4:5, but it was connected with the burning of Jerusalem, and the utter destruction of their temple. But the true Zion was cheered with the rising of the Sun of righteousness on the church, while the Hebrew sun should be darkened, and their stars fall. Elias was already come, and had announced that the Roman axe was already laid at the root of the jewish tree. John had come in the spirit and power of Elias to close the old dispensation, and to introduce the new, saying “the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” John, as in Joel 2:23-32, had said, “Be glad ye children of Zion,” the christian church. “Ye shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied; for in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the Lord hath said, and in the remnant whom the Lord shall call.” But as our Saviour said, “Truly Elias shall first come, and restore all things.” And again, “Elias is already come.” Some have thought that Elias will yet come, and prepare the way for the second advent of Christ. Be that as it may, the jews when they circumcise, set an empty chair for Elijah, hoping that he will yet come, and gather them from the lands of their dispersion.

Matthew 17:14. There came a certain man, kneeling down to him. See on Mark 9:16, where this case is more fully related.

Matthew 17:22. While they abode in Galilee. The Saviour having showed them his glory, now apprises them of the cross. Thus from the beginning the cross was made preparatory to the crown.

Matthew 17:24. Doth not your master pay tribute: τα διδραχμα, the didrachma, the contribution for the support of the temple. See note on Exodus 30:13.

Matthew 17:27. A piece of money. στατηρα, a stater, which is said to be two didrachms. By consequence, the sum required was but the fourth part of a shekel for each person.

REFLECTIONS.
Come thou weak and weary soul, and leaving the world to the noisy multitude below, let us ascend with the Saviour to Tabor, that we may behold his glory, and associate with celestial beings. Here the Saviour manifests himself to the faithful, as he does not unto the world. To this mountain, the antechamber of heaven, Christ ascended for prayer; for it is only in the higher acts of faith and prayer that the soul beholds as in a glass the glory of the Lord, and is changed into the same image.

The transfiguration, or change of the formation of Christ was designed as an honour and a crown of glory to the Saviour before he was led to Calvary; for so the victims of the altar were often crowned with garlands. It was intended also to support the disciples against the sight of their Master’s agony and crucifixion; for whenever we have any great trial at hand, God is not wanting to fortify us by previous support. It was designed to give the church a lively image of heaven; and to attest the Godhead of Christ by three celestial, and by three earthly witnesses. This transformation of Christ displays his Godhead. While he prayed, the fashion of his countenance was changed. At his baptism a glory descended to mark his anointing for the ministry; but here the indwelling divinity burst forth in native lustre, nor could the eyes of the apostles bear to behold it. This glory, visibly seen everywhere in the old testament, is the most assured proof that mortals can have of the presence of God.

The Godhead of Christ is farther testified by the voice from the excellent glory. This is my beloved Son. Moses and Elias were only servants, angels and prophets were sons only by creation and adoption; but Christ is the Son by ineffable generation, being one substance with the Father. So the Bath Col or voice is illustrated in the first chapter of the epistle to the Hebrews.

The voice not only attested the person, but sanctioned the mission of Christ. Hear ye him. Moses had said that the soul that would not hear him should be cut off, as was the whole jewish nation for rejecting and crucifying him.

This voice marks also the existence of the adorable Trinity, as was noticed in our Lord’s baptism. Who could here speak from heaven but the Father? Who is this favourite, this beloved Son, whose incomparable honours do not excite the jealousy, but the fresh adoration of angels? This is He who had glory with the Father before the world existed. This is JEHOVAH of armies, JEHOVAH strong and mighty, prepared to return to his Father’s house. Therefore his herald angels summoned the thrones of glory to open the gates and everlasting doors of heaven for the admission of his glorified humanity. Oh adorable triune God, happy in thyself, from everlasting to everlasting, receive for ever to thyself the united homage of heaven and of earth.

Regarding the transfiguration as an image of our immortality and life, we may farther remark, that heaven is a place of social happiness. The company was not large, but it was select; it was a deputation of the church above, and of the church below. Here was Moses who closed the patriarchal dispensation; here was Elijah, father of the prophets; here were Peter, James, and John, leading founders of the new-testament church; and here was Jesus, head and Lord of all. As Adam knew Eve at first sight, so these illustrious men knew one another by intuitive knowledge. St. Paul was consoled by the thought, that he should know all his converts, and that they would be his crown of rejoicing in the day of the Lord. Heaven is a place of rational and supreme delight. They talked with Christ concerning what he should accomplish in Jerusalem. Luke 9:31. Moses and Elias had their eye on the fulfilment of type and of prophecy; they endeavoured to trace the wisdom, love, and faithfulness of God in the redemption of man, that they might be the joyful messengers of happy tidings to the church above, which without us cannot be made perfect. Nor is there any higher happiness for believers than to search the scriptures, and to contemplate the glory of Christ, and the life to come.

The happiness of heaven completely exempts us from the cares and tears of life, while it gratifies every wish with consummate felicity. Lord, it is good for us to be here: let us build tabernacles. Then Peter really forgot both wife and mother, then James and John forgot their aged father, yea and the unregenerate multitude were no more recollected.

Heaven is a place of gradation of happiness, and a variety of divine employment. Many of the patriarchs walked with God, and many of the prophets received the highest marks of the divine favour; yet Moses and Elias had the first of evangelical honours. Nor did it occasion jealousy, as pagan mythology often profanely suggests concerning its gods, for all in heaven being perfectly happy, they have perfect confidence in the good pleasure of God. Jealousy makes demons of unsanctified professors, but confidence is the filial fruit of perfect love.

The transfiguration marks farther, the permanent glory of our Saviour’s kingdom. When the disciples, after the stupor, opened their eyes, they saw no one, save Jesus only, indicating that the glory of the law and the prophets should retire, or be absorbed in the unfading glory of Christ. Oh my soul, if this be glory, or all that mortals are permitted to know of glory, make no difficulty of ascending the high mountain, though with weak and weary steps. Heaven shall repay the toil in the exceeding great reward: and we know that we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-35
Matthew 18:1. Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? The comparative μειζων greater, is put here for the superlative. By the kingdom of heaven, they meant the worldly glory of the church in the present life, as when they asked, “Lord wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?”

Acts 1:6. Our Saviour’s having promised the keys to Peter, though the power of remission was afterwards equally given to all, as in Matthew 18:18, might have suggested some idea of superiority.

This contest, to be the greatest, is the first law of carnal nature. The beasts in the field settle that point first with the strength of their horns. It developes itself in the splendour of opulence, and the intrigues of a court: hence arise many of the contests and factions of life. A heathen has a tart remark here. Nec Cæsar ferre priorem, Pompeiusve parem potuit.
Nor Cæsar could to a superior look, Nor patriot Pompey could an equal brook.
Matthew 18:2. Jesus called a little child unto him, which had no schemes of aggrandisement, wealth and power; which bore no malice against another for former faults. When children are hurt or grieved in play, they are all friends again next hour. They love without jealousy, suspicion, or fear; they have no distrust of providence, or of parental affection; they live joyful in all the happiness of early years. — What models for grey-headed sinners!

Matthew 18:3. Except ye be converted, and become as little children. Conversion is not merely a deliverance from the guilt and power of sin; it is the entrance of Christ and of glory into the soul. It is a substitution of the reign of grace for the reign of sin. Every vice flowing in evil streams from the heart, is superseded by the love of the opposite virtue. Pride is superseded by humility, self-love by the love of God and all mankind, envy and jealousy by divine contentment, and all fretfulness of temper by the peace of God that passeth understanding.

In the Gothic gospels of Ulphilas, our Saviour is often called HÆLEND, the Healer. And could any case have been selected more pertinent than that of a little child, to make ministers blush for ambition? Could any remedy have been devised more effectual than that of being least of all? Shall the sons of the church be bold and forward, and ask our vote and interest, like the children of this world? Moses made excuses. Saul hid himself. David called himself the least in his father’s house. But now we offer ourselves for the honours of the sanctuary. Assuredly this adduction of a little child was an emanation of him, who is “the wisdom and the power of God.” 1 Corinthians 1:24. The way to preferment in the Redeemer’s kingdom is to be least of all. He draws from the treasures of his providence the men best qualified to do his pleasure in the church. Let young men do all the good they can, and leave the issues with the Lord.

Matthew 18:6. Whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me. σκανδαλιση, shall scandalize. Matthew 11:6. It signifies to discard, to persecute, or rather to drive the faithful from the truth. Let all men consider this; the saints have angels to guard them, and to avenge their wrongs. A man had better have a dog’s burial in the water than draw good men into sin.

Matthew 18:8. If thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut them off. Good men must never trifle with sin: to dally and parley with unholy propensities is to carry on a treasonable correspondence with rebels. Satan reigns on his own ground. Samson, mighty Samson, fell by feasting with the Philistines, and dallying with Delilah. Awed by the fire of Gehenna, we must take the knife of excision, and amputate the offending member; we must withdraw it from the objects of desire.

Matthew 18:10. Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones. Either for their poverty, or for not submitting implicitly to your pleasure, or for some past defect in their religious profession; for they are not despised by your heavenly Father. He dwells in their hearts, he guards them by holy angels, who can avenge their wrongs. They bear the image of God, and are heirs of glory, how much soever they may be despised on earth.

Matthew 18:12. If a man have a hundred sheep. There is a just and natural connection between a parent’s care over a little child, and a shepherd’s solicitude for a strayed sheep. It was when the pharisees reproached the Lord for preaching to publicans, that he superadded the parable of the ten pieces of money, and of the prodigal son. See on Luke 15.

Matthew 18:15. If thy brother shall trespass against thee. This is a fair and laudable procedure against offenders: and from the threefold gradation of reproof here prescribed, we learn that no sin is to be allowed in the church, or in its members, for the temple of God is holy. All dirt must be carefully swept from the sacred mansion, and washed from our hands. Hence, if my brother shall injure me in character, or defraud me in property, or even if I shall see him commit any wickedness, I must call him aside, faithfully expose to him his sin, and require the proper fruits of repentance. And though he be richer and greater than myself, I have nothing to fear, for we have one Father, even God, and we are all brethren. — If he hear me, and comply, I have gained his soul back to God: and what more can I wish? There is then no Achan in the camp, no secret sin to make the Lord withhold prosperity from the church. I must then honourably conceal his sin till death. — If, on the contrary, I tell not my friend of his fault, and in fact tell every one till he is exposed to public infamy, before perhaps any one has the honesty to warn his soul, then he will hate me as a base and most detestable wretch; yea, and by unnecessarily exposing him, I shall damp the work of God, and perhaps cause many who are weak in faith to stumble at his sin, and fall away from the Lord. — Let the consequences be what they may, I must not suffer sin to remain upon my brother; for that is hating him, and apparently wishing him the greatest evil. Leviticus 19:17. Still I must not expose him to the public, but take a confidential friend or more with me; and if he do not make restitution, or abandon his secret sin, I must then expose him only to his christian brethren.

Matthew 18:17. Tell it to the church, as described in Matthew 16:18, and that not by whispering it in the ears of private individuals, but by communicating it to the bishop or pastor, for they had a bishop in every city or town. Chrysostom. Then he who obstinately offends will be put to the test, either to renounce his sin, or be debarred from eating the sacramental bread. This was the law of the ancient synagogue; and the christian church must not be below them in purity of morals, and salutary discipline. The refractory were accounted unclean, and classed with gentiles and with publicans.

This procedure does not apply however to every class of offenders, to public acts of drunkenness, fraud, or fornication; in all those cases where men’s sins are revealed, the church must suspend or expel the offender from communion. — But what must a man do, supposing he should know of any acts of uncleanness, or any like deadly sin committed in the church? This is a very serious, but not a doubtful case. I would not cause Belial to rejoice, and the weak to stumble. I would seek the glory of God, and the health of the sinner. I would require a total separation of the parties, and a temporary abstinence from communion: and if the man held any sacred office in the church, I would require his silence for a time, till the tears of repentance and the blood of atonement had removed the guilt. If fornication be suffered to show her front in the sanctuary of God, all the calamities of Eli’s priesthood will again be repeated on the church.

Matthew 18:18. Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven. By the doctrine of humility that went before, our Saviour evidently foresaw the tyranny of the man of sin, the man of Rome, taking heaven and earth into his own hands. The keys were given to Peter by name, merely because his name stood first, and because his confession was the voice of the other disciples. Here the power of binding and loosing is equally given to all; and it is defined to be the power of expulsion of irreclaimable members of the church, and the power of remission by receiving penitents back into its fellowship. Such likewise are the sentiments of St. Paul in regard of the Corinthian, who had been expelled for about the space of a year: “To whom ye forgive any thing, I forgive also. Receive such a one, and comfort him, lest he be swallowed up of overmuch sorrow.” 2 Corinthians 2:5-10. It was, as Du Pin states, determined in the Lateran council, held in the year 1215, “that every one should confess to his own proper priest at least once a year, on pain of damnation.” And if those pardons are only ecclesiastical, what need of them for men not expelled? Is not the salvation of a man greatly endangered, who trusts to a priestly mediation, instead of trusting to Christ alone?

When Luther heard the fryer preach, 
And found he made a dreadful breach 
In morals, never made before, 
To bring the hire of a w — — e, 
To build St. Peter’s church at Rome, 
And promise grace for years to come: 
To sell indulgences for crime, 
Before the culprit yet had time 
To gratify his foul desire
In sins, which set his soul on fire; 
He raised to heaven his strong protest,
That God did ne’er such power invest 
In popes, indulgences to sell, 
Which sent the buyer’s soul to hell; 
Nor yet in councils wise and sure, 
Nor in apostles ever pure.
Matthew 18:19. If two of you shall agree — as touching any thing that they shall ask. The jews had a notion that ten men must agree in asking a special favour of God. But our Saviour who sent out his disciples two and two in every direction, restricts the number to two or more. One man might be selfish in his prayers, but his friend, free from the clouds of passion, would ask in the Spirit, and according to the scriptures. Then soon or late it shall be done unto them, even as they have asked. Mutual counsel augments the faith of prayer.

Matthew 18:21. How oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him; till seven times? If remission had been limited to seven times, what had become of Peter? Rather, as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are God’s ways higher than our ways, and his thoughts of mercy and love above our thoughts. Isaiah 55:8. 

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-30
Matthew 19:3. The pharisees also came — tempting him. These men professed perfection of morality, and of worship; and their object was to tempt our Lord to sin, by giving his sanction to a law of custom, revolting to all the feelings of humanity, and admitting that a man might divorce his wife for any corporeal infirmity, or defect in temper or conduct. Our Saviour confounded their ingenious malice by the non-admission of any just cause of divorce, except that of adultery, and adultery proved first at the bar of justice. See Deuteronomy 24:1. Malachi 2:11-14.

Matthew 19:8. Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts. This text is explained by some to refer to the peculiar hardness or wickedness of the jews, who were given up to their own heart’s lusts. Stephen also says that God turned, and gave them up to worship the hosts of heaven. So it was not from the original law, but from displeasure, that Moses permitted a separation. The rabbins did not apply the law of stoning an adulteress, except the proofs of guilt were absolute.

Matthew 19:11. All men cannot receive this saying. ου παντες χωρουσι τον λογον τουτον; all men do not receive this saying. Cannot is not found in any version, except the English. Tous ne comprenent pas cette parole. CALVIN’S Testament. All men do not embrace a life of celibacy. Some are born eunuchs, some are made so by oriental tyrants, to attend as slaves in their harems. Some, like Origen, become so from motives of piety. Many ministers and missionaries embrace a life of celibacy to move in a sphere of entire devotedness to God. It is thus apparent, that eunuchism, with the exception of natural defects, is here taken for the chastity and purity of a single life.

Matthew 19:13. Then were there brought to him little children, by the parents who believed in Christ, that he might put his hands on them and bless them, as Jacob in his last days blessed Ephraim and Manasseh, the two sons of Joseph. Ministers may learn from their Master, in visiting schools and families, to take notice of children, for they are as much the heirs of the kingdom as their parents. Mark 10:13.

Matthew 19:16. One came and said — what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life. This interesting piece of history is related also by Mark and Luke, who call the applicant a ruler. It is highly interesting to young people, and claims improvement here. The young man seems to have entered on the enjoyment of his fortune, and was laudably desirous to consecrate it by an offering to God, for the benefit of religion and the poor. This had the appearance both of piety and prudence, for few estates are realized without many hard bargains, not to say extortions; and alms would exonerate his wealth of any doubtful curse attached to unlawful gains, where the proper restitution could not be traced.

This young man in character and conduct was highly moral. He could say of the second table, all these precepts have I observed, and no blot has stained my reputation. What a model for the youth of our age. What myriads, younger than he, who must drop their countenance in his presence.

He was respectful to the ministers of religion; he knew not the godhead of Christ, but ranking him with the first of prophets, he kneeled before him, and called him good Master. Young Obadiah prostrated before Elijah, and called him lord. This youth wished for religious and paternal instruction, that he might live to the glory of God, and secure the blessings of the covenant on his house. Let men therefore learn from their earliest youth to revere religion, to converse with its ministers, and to shun the breath of those who slander sacred things.

Our Lord treated him with compassion, prudence, and fidelity. He loved him because he saw in him some fine dispositions, which wanted to be set right by truth and conversion. He mildly admonished him for excess of complaisance, in applying the title of good to any one but God, original sin having tainted the human mass. There is indeed twice in our version the good man of the house used: but in the Greek, it is not αγαθος agathos, as here, but father of the family. We should never give either to prince or priest a title which we cannot use with a good conscience.

Our Lord however did not abruptly cross this young man in his religious views, for education had filled his mind with ideas of human or legal righteousness. Too much light overpowers tender minds. He met him on his own ground, and led him to obedience as the surest test of love to God. Keep the commandments. Here the young man had joy, as to the letter, and thought that righteousness covered him as a garment. But Jesus never left his work unfinished. To mark the defect in his love, he laid his finger on the tender spot, and touched his only sin. If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell all that thou hast, and give to the poor; and come thou, be an apostle, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven. Here the sharp sword touched the quick; this young man loved his land more than God, and went away sorrowful.

Here we see that no man can be converted till his sin is touched; and likewise, that one single predominant sin will exclude a man from heaven. We learn also the great difficulty of rich men being saved. It is difficult among so many viands and wines to preserve temperance; it is difficult among so many honours paid to the world properly to honour God. It is difficult when surrounded by so much earthly wealth, and by an enchanting residence, properly to place the affections on the paradise above, and to be a faithful steward of the mammon of unrighteousness.

We learn lastly, that men may attain on earth a growing perfection of virtue. If thou wilt be perfect, said the Lord. A martyr may love God more than life; an injured man may pray for his enemies, and wish them every good; and a man may account all his worldly honours as loss, and as dung, for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ. May the Lord perfect us in that love which casteth out all fear. But I seem to see in our congregations, numbers of young men, lovely as this youth, children of the righteous, and heirs of the promises, whose conversion through some one sin is retarded. What an awful thing, if through that one sin, they have to go away sorrowful from the left hand of Christ.

Matthew 19:24. It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. This is a Hebrew proverb, denoting a thing impossible. In fortified towns the gates were strong, and closed at an early hour. The wide gate was for carriages; on each side was a narrow gate for foot passengers, called the needle’s eye, because its figure resembled the eye of a needle. To read “cable,” is unfounded, and trifling with the text. Rich men in order to be saved are called to make sacrifices, as indicated by other scriptures. 1 Timothy 6:10. James 2:5-6. The miser who so loves his money as to neglect the duties of charity, can never dwell with the God of love.

Matthew 19:28. Ye which have followed me in the regeneration, or new birth, and persevered in efforts to regenerate the world, shall sit on thrones, as Daniel foretold; and then those who have believed in Christ shall judge the Hebrew world, and all their ungodly neighbours. The scribes and the pharisees who now are first, shall then be last; while the regenerate publicans and sinners shall sit as assessors with Christ in heavenly places. Yea, many preachers and professors whose love has decayed, shall then be thrown into the dark shades, while those who are most holy and useful shall shine as the brightness of the firmament for ever and ever. 

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-34
Matthew 20:1. A householder, which went out early in the morning to hire labourers for the work of his vineyard, the time, the most important time of the vintage being understood. It was the custom among the jews to begin their labour with the rising sun, which at the time of the vintage in their climate would not be earlier than six in the morning. But the master must have been active by the break of day.

Matthew 20:2. He agreed with the labourers for a penny a day. The denarius was a silver drachm, value about sevenpense, a very ample remuneration of labour in that age. The gold drachm was twenty four times the value of the silver one, bullion gold being then much dearer than in the present day.

Matthew 20:4. Whatsoever is right, according to custom, I will give you. They trusted the word of the householder, teaching us to trust the promises of God.

Matthew 20:7. They say — because no man hath hired us. This was a retort on the good householder for his rebuke, for wicked men are full of excuses and apologies for sin. They were not aware, being idle and absent, that he had that day been four times in the places of rendezvous, seeking for workmen.

Matthew 20:8. Call the labourers — beginning to pay those first who had entered the vineyard last, and had laboured only one hour. This is the touchstone of scripture parable, to develope the goodness of God, and the baseness of man.

Matthew 20:16. So the last shall be first, and the first last. This is a luminous prophecy, that the gentiles should now become the first in the church of God, a privilege which had so long been the peculiar boast of the jews.

Many are called, but few chosen. The literal sense, in regard of the labourers, is, that many are called to work and labour in the vintage, among whom but few good and contented servants are found. And in regard to the spiritual calling of men, the gospel heralds cry, Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters. Come to me, says the Saviour, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. The Spirit and the bride say come, and whosoever will, let him come, and take of the water of life freely. The gates of Zion are open by day, and there is no night there. If we examine the two Greek words, κλητοι and εκλεκτοι, the called and the elect, we shall find that they constantly designate men called to a feast, whether earthly or celestial. They nowhere exclude any man from salvation, by any decrees in God’s counsel of preterition. All such ideas are stumbling blocks in the way of men’s conversion. See Matthew 22:14.

Matthew 20:21. Grant that these my two sons may sit on thy right and left hand. The rabbinical dream of a temporal kingdom filled the mind of this ambitious mother. Christ, by drinking of his cup, delicately hinted at higher promotion, namely, that of the cross. So worldly courtiers besiege the throne for promotions, and noble rank, when they have done nothing to merit distinction. What are such honours and rank, but elevations of contempt!

Matthew 20:22. Are ye able — to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? Baptism here is figuratively understood for being plunged into sorrows and afflictions. The cup likewise implies persecution and death, though it sometimes signifies also religious joy. I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the Lord. Psalms 94. It signifies affluence and wealth; hence Babylon is called a golden cup. Jeremiah 51:7. It signifies in short the dregs of vengeance which God forces the wicked to drink. Psalms 75:8. This mother was therefore premature in seeking honour for her sons. No man is crowned till he has first fought and conquered. Hence Jesus supplied her defect by referring to persecution and martyrdom; for the thrones in heaven are prepared for those only who conquer in the fight.

Matthew 20:23. To sit on my right hand and on my left, is not mine to give. The Vulgate reads, dare vobis, to give to you; but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared of my Father: ουκ εστιν εμον δουναι, αλλ’ οις ητοιμασται υπο του πατρος μου. As our Saviour says, “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit down with me on my throne, even as I also overcame, and am sat down with my Father on his throne.” Revelation 3:20. Perhaps it has been overlooked, that αλλα is equivalent here to ει μη, save or except. Then the sense will be, that those thrones were not his to give, except to those for whom they were prepared. A just reproof to the two disciples for asking favours, as elsewhere by their mother, for which, as yet, they were by no means prepared.

Matthew 20:25-28. Ye know that the princes of the gentiles exercise dominion, monarchical sovereignty, over their subjects. Their governments were mostly of a martial character, and no man durst disobey: obedience was chiefly prompted by fear. But the church is a voluntary association of persons, intending to help one another in piety and usefulness. The whole of their religious obligation is a reasonable service. The church is a family, and the pastor must be paternal, guiding the affairs of a great house. He must love the souls committed to his care, and always seek their good. That man is to be venerated, who can keep his flock in peace for forty years.

Matthew 20:30. Two blind men sitting by the way side. Two other evangelists mention only one blind man. Mark 10:46. Beggars seldom agree to sit together; and therefore the two evangelists mention only Bartimeus, whose case was the most notable. See Luke 18:35, where the case of this beggar is illustrated. There is a similar variation concerning the two demoniacs and the two thieves. Compare Matthew 8:28, Mark 5:2, and Luke 8:27.

REFLECTIONS.
The objects of this beautiful parable are to reprove the jews, and to magnify the riches of grace towards the gentiles. Notwithstanding, the fathers generally concur in expounding the several periods of the day in which the owner of the vineyard went out to hire labourers, of the dispensations of God to man. The morning they make to be from Adam to Noah. The third to the sixth hour, they say, is from Noah to Moses. The space between the sixth and ninth hour refers to the law from Moses to Christ; and the eleventh hour to the end of the world, in which period the gentiles, though called late, are made equal to the jews. Nor is it improbable but a man converted at a late period of life may be more approved of God than an old and a less sanctified professor. The parable excludes all self-righteousness, all boasting, and all murmuring at the riches of mercy exercised towards the chief of sinners. But personal and evangelical improvements ought not to be omitted here.

(1) The whole period of human life may be said to be this day. Both men and nations are said to have their day. Jeremiah 23:6. Luke 19:41.

(2) In this short day man has a great work to do for God, and God has a great work to do in man. It is as the days of the vintage, and of the harvest, when idleness is an inexcusable crime. (3) God draws and engages children to the work of salvation in their early years. Most good men can recollect the early drawing and calls of grace, though at the time, like young Samuel, they knew not the voice of God.

(4) Others are called at the third hour; say, from sixteen to twenty years of age. This is an eventful period to youth; and they who have lost the morning should not lose the day.

(5) Others are called at noon; say, when they are married, or enter on the affairs of life; and being heads of houses they have doubly need to serve the Lord.

(6) Others are called at the ninth hour; say, when their best days are past, when infirmities begin to appear. And if a man have lost his day, it is a double shame to lose his evening too.

(7) But the eleventh hour is the most serious crisis. Those in the afternoon were hired without a fixed stipend; but these are only permitted with rebuke. Why stand ye here all the day idle? What a cutting question to the greyheaded sinner. Let us turn it several ways.

Why stand ye idle, when ye have so much to do? Why stand ye idle, when many of your neighbours have been so long employed for God. Why stand ye idle, when God is most urgently seeking labourers. He was seeking them from the earliest dawn of day: but you, pursuing your pleasures and your sins, did not present yourselves. Why stand ye idle, when on this day so much depends, for it is your only day?

The ingenious Thomas Boston has a sermon on these words which he divides into six heads, by laying the emphasis on each word. Why are ye idle? Why are ye idle? Why stand ye idle? As much as to say, have ye lost all shame to stand idle before God and men? Why stand ye here idle? Why idle in the day? Why idle all the day?
There is yet a danger against which the sinner should be cautioned; that is, mistaking the eleventh for the twelfth hour. The foolish virgins awoke at the twelfth hour, but the door was shut. Now, suppose a man shall live sixty years, the age of fifty five is then the eleventh hour to him: and suppose a man shall die at twenty four, then the age of twenty two is to him the eleventh hour. And as no man can assure himself of living a twelfth part of life longer than he has lived, I warn the reader to run to the arms of God, and to the vineyard of his church. There only the long negligent soul shall find the reward of grace. 

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-46
Matthew 21:1. When they were come to Bethphage. The rabbins dispute about the etymon of this village, whether it mean the “house of the fountain,” as is the literal import; or the “house of grossities,” or of flatterers. It was distant from Jerusalem a sabbath-day’s journey, that is one thousand nine hundred paces, and situate at the foot of mount Olivet. Mark and Luke join the two villages of Bethphage and Bethany together, for the road lay in the valley between the towns. Here the Saviour mounted the ass, not so much because he was weary, but for the accomplishment of prophecy.

Matthew 21:2. Go into the village over against you. The ass was no doubt tied in the fields between Bethany and Bethphage, which has occasioned the mention of both these villages. — See the map of Jerusalem.

Matthew 21:3. If any man say ought unto you, ye shall say, the Lord hath need of them. As Lord of all, Christ here exercises the claims of sovereignty. The owners must have understood whom the disciples meant by δ κυριος, the Lord.
Matthew 21:5. Tell ye the daughter of Sion, behold, thy King cometh unto thee. It is objected that the evangelist does not quote the Hebrew text verbatim, which reads, “Exult greatly, oh daughter of Zion; rejoice, oh daughter of Jerusalem. Behold thy King comes to thee, the Just, the Saviour, riding on an ass, the foal of an ass.” Answer: the evangelist having felt the true sense of the prophecy, was so full of consolation that he preferred the beautiful and striking enunciation, “Tell ye the daughter of Zion, behold thy king cometh unto thee;” thy long-expected king, who shall ultimately put down all thy foes. He speaks like himself. I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, the war-horse from Jerusalem, and the battle bow. Thy king, oh Zion, shall speak peace to the heathen, and sway his sceptre from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of the earth. These were Zion’s hopes, in the joyful advent of her Messiah.

Matthew 21:8. A very great multitude spread their garments in the way; others cut down branches from the trees. Herodotus reports that when Xerxes set out on his most calamitous expedition against Greece, the people made the same demonstrations of joy. Such were the manners of the east on similar occasions. 

Matthew 21:9. Hosanna to the son of David. These words are repeated from Psalms 118:25, immediately after the stone was rejected by the builders, to show that the people ascribed to the Messiah the supreme worship of Jehovah, as was sung in all their feasts; — a full confession that he was the Christ, the long-expected king, sent to redeem and save his people from their sins. The multitude set no bounds to their joy, and feared the face of no opposer. They well knew that he who had raised Lazarus from the dead, could redeem and save his saints. It was this illustrious miracle which excited the people to go out to meet him, and with every display of loyalty in their power. John 12:18.

Matthew 21:12. Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all them that sold and bought. Good kings of Judah had done the same, both in the temple and in the destruction of idolatry. Here the Redeemer acted in his proper character as Prince of Israel, and the Priest of his Father’s house. It is very remarkable that the first and the last time our Saviour attended the temple, after entering on his ministry, he purged it of avaricious traffickers, who changing the gold of strangers, greatly imposed upon them. This may be classed among the first and greatest of his miracles. He had just been saluted as the Son of David, and consequently the king of Israel; hence acting under the divine authority of his mission, he scorned to give account to the profaners of his zeal and holy conduct. This fully shows that Christ was both Lord and heir of his Father’s house. Phinehas also cleansed the camp of Israel, by a civil and ecclesiastical power. Elijah did the same on Carmel. So did Judas the general, after Antiochus had profaned the temple. Hence ministers and magistrates should learn of Christ to remove corruptions from the house of God.

Matthew 21:13. My house shall be called the house of prayer, where men go to address the supreme Being, and join the breathings of their souls in the cloud of incense ever ascending before the throne. The law of the jews was therefore good, that no man might pass through the temple with his staff and shoes, to make it a thoroughfare, nor carry either wallet or bundle of merchandise. The Turks still observe the same sanctity with regard to their mosques.

Matthew 21:15-16. When the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and heard the children singing Hosannas to the Son of David, they were enraged beyond description, ira est furor; and said to him, hearest thou what these say? Our Lord, from the plenitude of divine wisdom, quoted against them the eighth psalm, which others had overlooked. “Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise;” a prophecy that men of all ages, and of all nations should praise and glorify the Son of man. Other prophecies are of similar import. Psalms 35:18; Psalms 45:1; Psalms 98:1. These contain burning words, which we, as well as the scribes, too much overlook.

Matthew 21:19. He found nothing thereon but leaves. This happened in the month of Nisan, previous to the barley harvest. Mark observes accordingly, that it was not yet the time of [ripe] figs. Probably our Saviour in his hunger meant to eat green figs, or sought some old fruit, which might have hung over the winter. He approached this tree to show his disciples, previous to his sufferings, what the power of faith could do. He knew that the tree was destitute of fruit, and naturally barren. Hence his sentence against this tree did not injure the poor to whom fruits by the wayside were common; it was a figure, that God would soon wither away the barren nation of the jews. What then would infidels say against this sovereign and most significant action of our Lord’s. It wronged no man, and it greatly comforted the disciples against the troubles that were just at hand.

Matthew 21:21. If ye shall say to this mountain, be thou removed. This was a Hebrew proverb. When a man illustrated any science, or surmounted great difficulties, he was said to remove mountains. The sense is similar to that of Zechariah 4:7, of the mountain becoming a plain before Zerubbabel.

Matthew 21:23. By what authority doest thou these things? To ask this question, after the blind and the lame had just been healed, and after the buyers and sellers had fled before him, was an insult to the Majesty of heaven. If those priests would not acknowledge the mission of John, they would not acknowledge the authority of Christ. The Saviour having now assumed the regal character, spake and acted like himself. He passed sentence on their polluted temple: “Behold, your house is left” a desecrated ruin, and you shall not see me henceforth till you shall all in a future age join the choral multitude, and sing, “Blessed is the king that cometh in the name of the Lord.”

Matthew 21:25. The baptism of John, whence was it; from heaven, or of men? The Saviour was aware that the rulers had despised John, even more than they despised himself, and had, in fact, rejoiced at his martyrdom. He therefore placed the adversaries in a complete dilemma; they must either confess that John’s mission to baptize the contrite, and reform the nation was divine, or else expose at once their own malice against the truth. 

Matthew 21:28. A certain man had two sons. The scribes having evaded the confession of truth with regard to John, the Lord by a simple parable caught them by surprise, and forced them to acknowledge it. Feeble is the craft of man, opposed to the wisdom of God. The first of those sons, as the Lord illustrates, represents profligate characters who reject the gospel for a time, but afterwards repent, and become illustrious for piety. The second son, who at once promised fair, but never performed, designated the scribes, who with all their professions and sanctity of manners, remained in all their pride and enmity against the gospel, and a change of heart. They worshipped with a vain parade of words, saying, the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord are we; while harlots, publicans, and thieves wept under the ministry of John, and became his disciples, walking in the truth.

Matthew 21:33. A certain householder planted a vineyard. This parable was a full sentence passed on those who had conspired to take away the life of the Lord of glory. The characters are well defined, and the developement is a luminous prophecy of the judaical resistance to the gospel, and of their national ruin. The vineyard is the house of Israel, comprising the law and all the worship of the synagogue. The tower is the temple, established for glory and for a sanctuary. The hedge is the shekinah, surrounded with cherubim and seraphim, “for upon all the glory there shall be a defence.”

Isaiah 4:5. The husbandmen were the levitical priesthood, who, for the most part, opposed all prophets that rebuked them for their sins, and beat and stoned them to death. Finally, when they saw the heir, they took counsel together and crucified him, that they might peacefully enjoy the inheritance in their sins.

The glory of the vineyard is now transferred to the christian church, a vineyard full of labour; and oh that the wine might richly flow, in sacraments and ordinances. The Redeemer is our strong tower and rock of defence. He is the faithful and the true witness, who boldly declares the whole counsel of God. The husbandmen are now the evangelical labourers, under the direction of their glorious head. Oh may they work and labour as in his sight, and deliver up at last their charge without rebuke.

Matthew 21:42. The stone which the builders rejected. The jews tell a pleasant story, that during the building of the second temple a stone lay on the ground, which was often proposed for different situations in the building, but always rejected: at length it was made the head of the corner. This being David’s case, a figure of the Messiah, gave the story the more interest. Our Saviour, in citing the words of David, gave the rulers to understand, that though they rejected him, yet God would make him head over all things to the church.

Matthew 21:44. Whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken, as when a stone falls from the top of a building on another. So they who persecuted the Saviour, brought shame and trouble on themselves; and the day soon came, when he, the living stone, fell upon them, and crushed them under the ruins of their city and temple.

REFLECTIONS.
The triumphant entrance of the Saviour into Jerusalem is recorded by all the evangelists, and sheds on the church the most cheering beams of light and glory. It was proper that this auspicious event should be fully recorded, because of its demonstrations, that Jesus is the SON OF GOD, the Redeemer and Saviour of men. He comes not to Zion with trumpets of war, and myriads of captives in chains; but to wipe away the tears of Zion, and publish peace to the heathen. What other king ever came destitute of armies, and meek and lowly like the Saviour. What other king ever came to his temple as the prince, to publish righteousness; to send out his truth, and cause the isles to wait for his law.

Those joys were not restricted to Jerusalem; the Saviour repeats his advent. His cloud rests on our tabernacles; he presides at our sacraments, and meets us in the assemblies of his saints. Let us, like the multitudes, go out to meet him, and meet him with loyalty of heart. Rise, Zion, rise, for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. Go sinners, and meet him with contrite hearts, and pardon, grace and glory, shall cover your shame. — Go, temporizing christians; go backsliders, and meet him with contrition, fall at his feet, and he will give you the garments of praise for the spirit of heaviness. Let us go in crowded assemblies, that his coming to the church may be as life from the dead, and the joy of all the earth.

This being the day that the Lord hath made, go and meet him with worship and with songs. Come, kneel, like the multitude, and bow down before Jehovah, your Maker. He is thy God, thou shalt worship him, and him only shalt thou serve. It is a high day, in which he has gifts for the rebellious, that the Lord God might dwell among us. Let us join the hosannas of his church; save now Lord, we beseech thee; save us from our sins, and deliver thy people from all their oppressions. Let us sing heartily to the Lord, that rocks and hills may hear, and make responsive echoes to our voice. But piety so fervent will give great offence to the lukewarm, who worship with the mere exterior of devotion. “Master,” said the doctors, “hearest thou what these say?” Yea, but the very stones cry out, — Bless the Lord, oh my soul, and forget not all his benefits. Bless the Lord, oh my soul, who forgiveth all thine iniquities, who healeth all thy diseases. This, the sublime of piety, often rouses the man of sin, sheltered under the garb of sanctity. But let us relax in no energies, — let us concede no doctrine in accommodation; for glories so divine demand the songs of earth and heaven.

We should particularly remark, that the Lord is often pleased to give his people peculiar tokens of comfort and joy before they are overtaken with some impending cloud of darkness, of grief and privation. Why those comforts, and why those overflowings of joy? What is the Lord about to do? Ah, little did the disciples think, elated as they were to see their Master loaded with regal honours and adored, that in six days more they should see him nailed to the cross, and numbered with malefactors. Little did they think that some in that very crowd would cry, away with him! Crucify him, crucify him! Oh heavens! Oh earth!

We must therefore add, that while the disciples rejoiced, the Saviour wept. He saw with more than eyes of flesh. He saw the nation filling up its measure of iniquity, he saw their revolt against the Roman power, the siege, calamitous beyond example. The elegies of his heart were uttered in the prophetic spirit. “Oh Jerusalem, Jerusalem: thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them that are sent unto thee. Oh, if thou hadst known, at least in this thy day, the things that belong to thy peace; but now they are hid from thine eyes! How often would I have gathered thy children together, as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not.” Behold, your house, this beautiful temple, is left a desecrated ruin. Well, if the old temple decay, the Lord provides a better; the heavenly Jerusalem, the church of the living God, to whom be glory for ever. Amen. 

22 Chapter 22 

Verses 1-46
Matthew 22:2. The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king which made a marriage for his son. The marriage of the heir apparent, giving stability to the throne, protection to the subject, and glory to the empire, is a most auspicious event, and claims the most lively interest of the nation. How much more then, when sinners are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb. What happier emblems could wisdom devise to attract mankind to devotion and joy, than the figures employed in this parable?

Matthew 22:3. He sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden. The jews and proselytes only, to whom were committed the oracles of God. These are called the “children of the kingdom.” Matthew 8:12. But they would not come, but treated the invitation with contempt.

Matthew 22:4. He sent forth other servants. After his ascension he gave them a fresh commission, with new powers of expostulation and entreaty, to reason with them concerning the grandeur of the preparations, the richness of the feast, and the consequences of insulting their king. “God spared not his own Son.” But they made light of it, and pursued their habits of husbandry and merchandize. To them, earth was more than heaven.

Matthew 22:7. He sent forth his armies and destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city. This is what the prophet Malachi had foretold: chap. Matthew 4:1. While the jews had the power, they killed and wasted the church, and everywhere excited the gentiles to persecute them. At length the longsuffering of God burst in vengeance upon them. He sent the Roman armies in the year seventy, to destroy the rebels with famine, with pestilence, and the sword. Josephus states that in these wars eleven hundred thousand perished. — Wars of the jews, book 7.

Matthew 22:8. They which were bidden were not worthy. St. Paul brings the same charge against the jews. “Seeing ye judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, lo, we turn to the gentiles,” who are scattered in darkness and error, as wanderers in the high ways.

Matthew 22:12. Not having on a wedding garment. A conscience purged from sin, divine charity hallowing the heart, and all the fruits of righteousness by faith; in a word, holiness of heart and life. 

Matthew 22:14. Many are called, but few chosen. These words are a jewish adage, obviously taken from the eighth chapter of the second book of Esdras. “Many are created, but few shall be saved.” They import that the gate of life is strait, and that few find it. None, says Erasmus, are chosen but those who obey the call to the end, Now, these words ought not to be taken in an ill sense, because in the parable God in great mercy invites both jew and gentile. Also because he is angry with them for not coming; and because he says they are not worthy, and shall not taste of his supper. Here were both meat and means, and goodwill in the king: therefore God most justly lays the cause of destruction wholly on themselves.

Matthew 22:16. With the Herodians. Of the Herodians we have various accounts. In Jerusalem great strife and emulation subsisted between the college of Shammai, and that of Hillel. When Herod ascended the throne he was violently opposed by the jews. But Manahem, a head of the sanhedrim or council, with eighty men in arms, entered the palace for Herod’s defence; and all the royal party were thence called Herodians. In their creed they differed little from the sadducees. Tertullian states, that this court faction went so far as to affirm, that Herod was the Christ. — The story of the seven brothers is taken out of the Talmud; probably one of those which St. Paul calls “old wives’ fables.” See Matthew 3:7.

Matthew 22:23. The sadducees say there is no resurrection. The rabbins asserted a future state from the words of Moses in Numbers 15:31. Deuteronomy 30:16. That soul shall utterly be cut off; his iniquity shall be upon him. Our Saviour’s answer concerning Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, is yet stronger.

Matthew 22:35. Then a lawyer asked him a question. See on Mark 12:28, where the case is more largely stated.

Matthew 22:41-42. While the pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, in the temple publicly, as Mark states it in chap. 12., What think ye of Christ? Whose son is he? They say, the son of David. As to the lineage of Christ from Abraham and David, to both of whom the Lord sware, Genesis 12:3; Genesis 22:16. 2 Samuel 7:1; 2 Samuel 7:17, there is no variation of opinion. Isaiah 9:6-7; Isaiah 55:4. Ezekiel 34. But as to the prophecies of his ineffable and unutterable generation, as the Son, the Word, and Wisdom of the Father, Psalms 33:6; Psalms 110:1; JEHOVAH’S servant to accomplish all his pleasure, Isaiah 42:1, Isaiah 53:13. Micah 5:2, Malachi 3:1; Malachi 4:2, and a cloud of other predictions, the rabbinical theology is full of darkness and confusion. The jews mostly expected him as a secular prince, who should never die. It was therefore essential for the jews to know, that the Messiah was also David’s Adonai, the Lord, who sits on his Father’s throne, and under whose feet all things are put in subjection. How confused, how foolish must all those learned doctors look, to be thus covered with silence and shame before the people. Learn a lesson, oh christian ministers, so to read and study the holy scriptures that your plain hearers may never put you to the blush, by asking a fair bible question which you cannot answer. Let the word of God dwell in you richly in all wisdom, and be your morning study to the end of life.

REFLECTIONS.
The crowds run to feasts, they throng the halls to dine, and royal feasts especially are not deficient of guests. But from the long-expected feast of the gospel, all the invited shrink away; and when pressed too close, they kill the men that earnestly seek their salvation. Assuredly there is an enmity in the heart which must be expelled, or it will destroy the soul for ever in the regions of darkness.

The holy prophets had uniformly represented the glory of the Messiah’s reign under the idea of a universal and flourishing kingdom. The pharisees, making a temporal Messiah their vain hope, despised the rising kingdom already come. The remarkably rich and interesting parable contained in this chapter is intended to give us an idea of the splendour of this kingdom, by the sumptuous figure it employs, of an eastern monarch providing a supper at the marriage of his son, the heir of his throne.

Divesting the subject of its parabolic form, we may understand the king as denoting the divine Father. By the Son, and his marriage, we understand Jesus Christ, and his espousals with the church, confirming the new covenant with every believer. By the supper time, (and in the torrid zone the feasts are in the evening when the solar heat has ceased) we understand the opening of the gospel dispensation. By the succession of servants which the king sent, we learn the great indulgence which providence extended to the jews. In short, the whole parable is a most striking copy of the conduct of providence towards God’s ancient people.

We also learn that pure religion consists in family union, and friendship with God. Believers are the guests and friends of the king; yea, the whole church is called the Lamb’s wife, and the bride which hath made herself ready. Pure religion provides for the soul a royal feast of intellectual pleasure, and of unutterable peace, righteousness, and joy. God has spared no cost to make the festival worthy of angels and of saints. There is however in man an awful disposition to refuse the overtures of grace. The jews would not come when invited. Such is still the heart of man; unbelief has made us all brethren, and we account those enemies who would disturb us in our sins.

God is very forbearing and indulgent to ungrateful men. He sent other servants; and the change of ambassadors, when the first have not succeeded, is the highest mark of respect which one court can pay to another. God addresses again and again revolting man, and leaves nothing unsaid which can possibly gain his judgment, or interest his heart. He assumes every character of paternal compassion, and tenderly addresses the heart, that he may make it tender. He tells them that were bidden, behold, I have prepared my dinner; my oxen and my fatlings are killed.

Neglect and excuses in regard to salvation are the highest provocations to heaven. They made light of it, and went their way, one to his farm, and another to his merchandise. This conduct most insolently says to God, ‘My sins are of no moment, and thy gospel is of no value. My farm is more than thy kingdom; and as to thine anger, it gives me not the least concern.’ Nay, this is not all; where reverence is wanting, enmity predominates in the heart. The remnant took Christ’s apostles, and treated them despitefully, and slew them.

Vengeance recoils on the guilty. There are thrones in heaven to which the oppressed can appeal. God’s love burned to anger, and he sent forth the Romans, who by war, and pestilence, and famine, vanquished and burnt the city. And the judgments of God on the jews are only specimens of the vengeance which awaits all ungodly men.

The rejection of the jews was the election of the gentiles. God sent forth his servants to the poor, to beggars in the street, and to strangers in the highways. So it was that multitudes of all nations turned to God, and received the truth as it is in Jesus.

God will separate hypocrites from his friends. He found among his guests a man destitute of a wedding garment: robes on days of rejoicing were universally worn in the east. But what are we to understand by the wedding garment? Answer: being clothed with the Spirit, and adorned with all the adornings of Christ. This is the white raiment which can only be bought of Christ. Now to come unprepared was to insult the king, who was monarch of his subjects, and to bring down vengeance on the intruder. It was also an insult to the guests who were all arrayed in robes of nuptial joy. The righteousness of God by faith is the delight of all the church.

The supreme Being may also be supposed to put this question to a frantic suicide. Friend, how camest thou hither? Who sent for thee? Thy work was not done: and how didst thou dare to become the arbiter of a life thou didst not give? Why didst thou cowardly shrink from the ills of life, or from the frowns of men? And I ought here to add, that our Richard Baxter, and John Claude of Paris, have most ably discussed this parable in five sermons each. They are both finished pieces, and full of argument. 

23 Chapter 23 

Verses 1-39
Matthew 23:2. Sit in Moses’ seat. The sanhedrim had seventy one chairs of gold, or rather gilt with gold. The council which sat at Alexandria had also chairs of gold. The highpriest was the president: he sat in the middle, with thirty five chairs on his right hand, and thirty five on his left. The number had its origin from the seventy elders consecrated by Moses. Whether our Lord meant to say that the scribes and pharisees were fairly put into power, or that they had usurped authority, is doubtful. Galatinus is of the latter opinion: yet the Lord would have them obeyed, and gave them all due reverence, as a judicial court, though he afterwards exposed their religious pretensions with just severity. Let all ministers, at proper seasons, learn of their Master how to address obdurate and incorrigible men.

Matthew 23:5. They make broad their phylacteries. Almost every jew to the present day has a phylactery, curiously made of leather or parchment, and worn on the left arm. The passages of the law usually written are such as the following. Exodus 13:3-10; Exodus 23:11-16. Deuteronomy 6:5-9; Deuteronomy 9:13-21. Some wore them on their foreheads, covered in part by turbans. The word is untranslated, and the admonition of Moses is good. The point reproved by our Saviour, is a vain and ostentatious parade of piety.

Matthew 23:8. Be ye not called rabbi, my master, as the next words explain; for one is your Master, even Christ. No title is given, except that of scribes, to Nehemiah and Ezra, who came from Babylon. The title had its origin in the Hebrew schools, where we find rab and rabbam. Our Saviour does not reprehend a scholar for saying, my master, but the ambition of such as aimed at that distinction in religious matters. Every professor in the sciences has a name expressive of the nature of his official engagements, and this is plainly a matter of convenience. The clergy also at the reformation were distinguished by being called “Clerks.” The papists were the first that called their aged fathers “Reverend,” and hence it has become general to this day, as a term of courtesy, to distinguish a man’s profession.

Matthew 23:15. Ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte. The proselytes to judaism were of two orders. The first were circumcised, and might enter the court of the Israelites; the second were proselytes of the gate, baptized, but not circumcised. The whole of these amounted, in our Saviour’s time, to about one fifth of the Hebrew nation. They are here indicated to be still immoral in their lives. 

Matthew 23:23. Judgment, mercy, and faith. The best way of acquainting ourselves with the meaning and difference of these three terms, will be from the observations of Maimonides, who in More Nevoc, part 3. chap. 53, says, they are most accurately distinguished among the Hebrews. The first signifies justice, or equity in judging. The second is the highest degree of mercy, or bounty. The third denotes that virtue of honesty in all kinds, which by the law of God is due from us to our brethren, whether by way of strict justice or of charity. Thus when John the baptist acquaints all the different kinds of men who came to him, what was their righteousness, the prescription he gives to the multitude is, to communicate to him that hath not. Now the whole difference of this from the second is, that a man performs all acts of charity which the law requires, as often as occasion presents itself; but in the other, the merciful man seeks out for opportunities, and performs more than the law requires, which Christ therefore calls perfection. Now to the first of those in Maimonides, the two former are exactly agreeable, judgment being clearly answerable to the first, and mercy to the second. All the difficulty lies in the third, or faith, which at first sight may appear probable to be equivalent to righteousness; for the Hebrew word which is directly translated faith, very often means righteousness and truth. So that it is not improbable that faith here, understood for righteousness, should not be rendered faith but fidelity. But if we extend our observations somewhat farther, it will appear that there is no room for these probabilities, the express words of Luke, in setting down this passage, enforcing another interpretation. Luke’s words are, “Ye tithe mint, and rue, and all manner of herbs, and pass over judgment and the love of God.” Whereas by judgment must be understood all the duties of justice and charity to our neighbours; so the love of God, which comprehends all the duties of the first table, is set down as directly answerable to faith, which must therefore of necessity be the believing in God, as faith is the foundation of our love to him, according to the apostle. 1 Timothy 1:5. The end of the commandment is charity, out of a pure heart, and of faith unfeigned; the love of God, and of our neighbour.

Matthew 23:24. Which strain at a gnat, passing your wine through a lawn, and swallow a camel. You tithe garden herbs; but for gifts, and corban, excuse a son from supporting his aged parents. This is to swallow a camel, a keen proverb, cutting like a razor.

Matthew 23:33. The damnation of hell. Literally, “the judgment of Gehenna,” or of hell fire. 

Matthew 23:35. The blood of Zacharias, son of Barachias. The gospel of the Nazarenes reads, son of Jehoiada, which confirms the exposition given of 2 Chronicles 24:20. Our Saviour’s declaration is, that the jews who murdered the christians, should have the heaviest share of punishment, with all those who have shed the blood of his saints, in the unquenchable fire of hell.

Matthew 23:37. As a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings. This, the tenderest sentiment of nature, intimates that Christ had repeated all the efforts of the ancient prophets to save and retrieve his country from ruin, but that the obduracy of their hearts, and their blindness as a priesthood, had frustrated the gracious efforts of love. Hence they perished in the sins of their fathers, as stated in the last chapter of the book of Chronicles.

REFLECTIONS.
Our divine Master, and inspirer of the prophets, now closes his ministry to the jews. He does it with all the majesty peculiar to his character as Lord and Judge. He does it in language which a humble minister in any case scarcely dares to use. He had opened his ministry with eight beatitudes: now he closes it with eight denunciations of woe against the incorrigible and unbelieving nation. He does it with full strokes against their reigning sins, and clears his soul of the blood of men, who, after the resurrection of Lazarus, had agreed to take away his life. Oh blind guides, perverting the law to professional interests, you could not foresee that your lives, and those of your children, must go for his life. Those blind guides neither entered the kingdom of heaven themselves, nor allowed the people to do so. Yet for gain they sent out emissaries to persuade the gentiles to be circumcised, and to send offerings to the temple. The papists at the reformation acted the same wily part, employing every art and every terror to obstruct the conversion of sinners to God. How blind, to say that an oath by the temple was nothing, while an oath by the gold of the temple made a man a debtor to pay his vows. Surely the temple, and its altar, hallowed every gift. To complete all, and fill up their measure, those hardened men decorated the sepulchres of ancient martyrs, while seeking to martyr the Saviour and his servants! 

24 Chapter 24 

Verses 1-51
Matthew 24:1. The buildings of the temple. Herod had gradually rebuilt the temple, taking down one part, and raising it anew, so that the worship was not interrupted. Hence it was still the second temple renovated; the vessels, the priests, and even all the stones fit for use were still employed. After consulting a body of sacred critics on this subject, I find Dr. Lightfoot bears the palm. He does not detail lexicons, but being himself a rabbin of the first class, he everywhere illustrates the sacred text by Hebrew and contemporary literature. — The walls were built of white, green, and variegated marble. One part of it resembled the waves of the sea, and was a great curiosity. Several of the blocks of marble in the foundation were from twenty one to twenty three cubits in length. They were three cubits and a half in height, and six in breath. Herodotus, in Euterpe, says that some of the stones in the temple of Vulcan in Egypt, were so large as to destroy the roads in dragging them to their place. They built for generations yet unborn.

Matthew 24:2. There shall not be left one stone upon another. Titus burnt the temple in the same month and on the same day as the Chaldeans had burnt it before, as is affirmed by Josephus, who witnessed the conflagration. He left Terentius Rufus in command, who dug up the foundation of the temple, and part of the city; but the western wall with three towers was spared, being of use to the Roman soldiers. See on Micah 3.

Matthew 24:3. What shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world? To these enquiries our Saviour gave direct answers. His coming was to punish the jews, whose measure was full, as the prophets had long before predicted. Isaiah 51:4; Isaiah 51:6, Joel 2:28; Joel 2:32. The signs of his coming were the appearance of false Christs, Roman wars, and the severity of persecution of the christians in Jerusalem. — The first course of the church was to take heed, to seek divine guidance, and stedfastly to keep the faith.

Matthew 24:4. Take heed that no man deceive you. This was the first caution; and the grand point was to hold fast the faith amid the vicissitudes of life, and the revolutions of nations; for the church shall outlive all the storms and tempests, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. In these words St. Paul cautioned the churches against being spoiled through gentile philosophy. Colossians 2:8. 

Matthew 24:7. Nation shall rise against nation. The Greek word εθνος ethnos, here rendered “nation,” signifies gentiles. This prophecy was strikingly accomplished in the miserable death of the wicked Nero. The Roman army in Spain proclaimed Galba emperor; but Otho, ambitious of the purple, slew him. Vitellius defeated Otho, and ascended the throne. But the mutinies and revolts against him emboldened Vespasian to claim the imperial honour. He then commanded in the east, and his claims threw the whole empire into confusion. After this man had through rivers of blood obtained the throne, many wars of a smaller kind broke out among the nations of Syria. In Mesopotamia, and in Egypt, a very great number of the Hebrews were slain. At length, being infatuated to their own destruction, and thinking this a favourable crisis to recover their independence, the jews openly threw off the yoke. Vespasian sent Titus his son against them, and completed their ruin, according to the prophecy of Daniel and of our Lord. See Daniel 9:24-27. A sore famine had also prevailed during the reign of Claudius. Micah 3:12.

Earthquakes in divers places. Both Pliny and Macrobius mention the earthquake which happened in the reign of Tiberius Cæsar, and destroyed twelve cities of Asia.

Matthew 24:14. This gospel shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end [of the jewish state] come. In about twenty five years, St. Paul wrote to the Romans, saying that the sound of the ambassadors’ feet had gone out to all the Roman world: chap. 10. Eusebius says, “the gospel was like the sun, enlightening the world at once.” The prophecies which the christians carried with them were the witnesses, providence attesting their accomplishment by the most signal visitations on the jews, and by the preaching of the gospel to the gentiles. Dr. Steinkoff, a Lutheran minister in London, told me, that though Frederic the great of Prussia was an unbeliever, he once was heard to say, that the prophecies respecting the jews were so striking, that after all there must be some degree of credit attached to them.

Matthew 24:15. The abomination of desolation. The statues of idols are often branded with the epithet “abomination,” or with words of like import. Isaiah 2:8. Ezekiel 30:13. The idols which Antiochus set up in the temple are called by this name; 1 Maccabees 1:57. Edit. Montan. English, Matthew 24:48. Theophylact says it was the statue of the commander set up in the Adytum of the temple. The Adytum is the chancel or more private place of the priests. We may add, that the Romans carried with great pomp the image of their emperor, and a golden eagle, besides the golden eagle on their standards. Hence this idolatrous army is the abomination which maketh desolate. The sign to the church was seeing the idols and standards in the holy place, or holy land. “Then let him that readeth understand” that Daniel’s prophecy is accomplished. “The people of the prince that shall come, shall destroy the city and the sanctuary: and the army of abominations shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that which is determined shall be poured upon the desolate.” Daniel 9:26-27. What a luminous prophecy — the fortress of revealed religion, and the terror of wily infidelity.

Matthew 24:16. Let them which be in Judea flee into the mountains. Of Hermon, Sirion, Nebo, and Idumea, beyond the JorDaniel 

Matthew 24:17. Let him which is on the house top, the roof of his house, not come down, for goods and raiment. The Romans being in full march against the rebel city, to save his life was more than to save his riches. This teaches us that fleeing to Christ is like the flight of Lot, it is an escape for our life; an escape which many, alas, delay till the winter of old age, which renders conversion difficult, if not hopeless.

Matthew 24:19. Woe to them that are with child. Their temporal privations and troubles would be greatly encreased. Those who remained, endured the sorest of all sieges, and those who fled had hard work to procure subsistence.

Matthew 24:20. Pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, lest you perish with hunger and cold.

Neither on the sabbath day, which must refer to the christian sabbath. Here all journies of pleasure, and all driving of carts and waggons are prohibited. The day is holy. It is a sign of the covenant, and the desecration of the day is a forfeiture of covenant mercies. Ezekiel 20:12; Ezekiel 20:20.

Matthew 24:22. Except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved. Jerome remarks that the siege of Jerusalem under the Romans was more severe than that under the Chaldeans. The war being occasioned by rebellion, as in both the sieges, the jews expected no quarter. Their situation therefore being desperate, the factions augmented their calamities by internal wars. But the Lord showed them pity at last.

Matthew 24:24. There shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders. Theudas, a false Christ, is named in Acts 5:36. Theophylact also mentions Dositheus, who springing from the seven sects of the jews, raised a sect called by his own name. The aptitude of the last age of the jewish nation to superstition, magic, and revolt, are three striking proofs of its depravity. It was this propensity of the age which caused Simon Magus to become so popular in Samaria; yet when he saw the superiority of divine endowments, he offered the apostles money to buy the gift of God. These magic prophets were so dexterous, that if it were possible, they would have deceived the very elect. This phrase does not signify an absolute impossibility of deception, for the best of men are often deceived. This will appear from examples. Paul hastened, “if it were possible for him,” to be at Jerusalem before the feast of Pentecost. Again; “if it be possible,” as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. That deception was not impossible, even in the disciples, appears from our Saviour having bidden them to watch and pray, and to let no man deceive them. But having given his friends all the leading signs of the times, there was no need for one of them to be deceived. — The wonders of self-inspired prophets always immerge their blaze, like the expiring lamp, in a fœtid fume, to the utter disgrace of religion and the triumph of infidels. This has hitherto been the issue of all the insane and visionary prophets in England, Germany, and France: and this was the issue of all those who attracted attention among the unbelieving Hebrews.

Matthew 24:30. Then shall appear the sign of the Son of man. The jews had officiously asked a sign of Christ, and a fiery meteor was seen over the city, and was sometimes thought to assume the appearance of a sword, as Josephus asserts. But the true sign was the Roman armies: “where the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together.” This carcase is the jewish nation, devoured by the sword of the Roman eagles, and wasted by pestilence and famine. Thus the sun of the Hebrew temple was darkened, the moon of the commonwealth became as blood, which blood largely flowed in all the land; and the seventy one stars of the sanhedrim fell from their golden chairs. Of the correctness of this application we cannot doubt, when it is considered that the prophet Isaiah used the same figurative language to describe the fall of Babylon. The day of the Lord cometh, says he; for the stars of heaven, and the constellations thereof shall not give their light. Isaiah 13:10. Joel also, following Isaiah, describes the last ruin of the jews by similar metaphors. The fall of Roman princes also is represented by stars falling from heaven, and as a figtree casting her redundant and untimely fruit when shaken of a mighty wind. Revelation 6:13. 

Matthew 24:34. This generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled. This prediction received a literal accomplishment, for though many no doubt died in the interval, yet that generation which despised Christ as a prophet did not wholly pass away, till their eyes beheld his vengeful approach. It was only thirty seven years from our Lord’s crucifixion to the coming of the Roman armies to destroy the city and temple of Jerusalem, which in the course of a lengthened siege of two or three years was completely effected.

Matthew 24:36. But my Father only. See on Mark 13:32.

Matthew 24:40-41. Then shall two be in the field — two women grinding at the mill. When the Romans first invested Jerusalem, Gratus, left in command, was called off to quell a revolt, which gave many so disposed time to escape; believers fled, while unbelievers remained to perish in the siege. It shall be the same in the final coming of Christ, when the saints shall rise to meet the Lord in the air; the wicked shall be left to weep and wail their utter loss of heaven and eternal life.

Matthew 24:51. Shall cut him asunder. They cut the victims in pieces at sacrifices, and when princes contracted covenants. This was therefore a punishment inflicted for perfidy. Hence it is highly probable that Isaiah, who according to Jerome was sawn asunder, was accused of rebellion, because he had opposed idolatry. It was a punishment not only among the oriental nations, but also among the Greeks and Romans; and has often been inflicted on rebels in this nation and in Ireland. See Whitby, Hammond, and the Synopsis.

REFLECTIONS.
The private conversations of our Lord with his disciples were social, luminous, and almost without reserve. The time was now come to abate their admiration of the fading temple, that they might transfer their hopes to the evangelical house which should abide for ever. They asked three questions concerning the signs of the times, his second coming, or the end of the world or age. To each of these he gave most impressive replies. After warning them against false prophets, he armed them against apostasy, by saying that in those sore seasons of temptation and persecution, the love of many would wax cold. This was but too true with regard to the church of the circumcision; many of them, misguided by judaizing teachers, fell from the faith; and St. Paul levels a variety of arguments against those teachers in his epistles. But though ecclesiastical history be silent concerning the converted jews, there is no doubt but on seeing the fall of the temple many of them were so confirmed in the faith of Christ as to abandon circumcision, and take their lot with the believing gentiles. Embracing the prophecies of Christ they saved their lives, while their unbelieving countrymen perished. Yet other jews, zealous of the law, still adhered to Moses and to Christ, and were in after times called Nazarenes. But neither life, nor death, nor nakedness, nor peril, nor sword, could part them from their Lord. Let us learn hence, not to be too much afraid of the cross, for Jesus is Lord of the tempest as well as the calm. The present grand point of fear in the Church is, the abomination that maketh desolate; the antinomianism of effeminacy within, and atheism without, a conformity of professors to the world, and consequently a contempt of religion by a licentious age.

The trait in this chapter which strikes us most is, the high and glorious character of Christ as a prophet. He talked of futurity at ease, as one that talks of his own affairs. Contingency with man was all to him an open vision. If the circumstances related by St. Luke, chap. 21., be associated with this chapter, this prophet was no other than the God of futurity talking with mortal men. Hence he described all the wickedness of the age, the falling away, the approach of the Romans, the escape of the church when Gratus raised the siege, the sore carnage which followed when the Romans returned and took the city, the dispersion of the jews among all nations, and the occupation or treading down of Jerusalem by the gentiles. The day and hour of the fall of the city, it was not proper to disclose, but he almost told the year. And forgery of those prophecies was impossible; for before Jerusalem fell, christianity was spread from the old Assyrian, to the extremities of the Roman, empire. 

25 Chapter 25 

Verses 1-46
Matthew 25:1. Ten virgins took their lamps — to meet the bridegroom. Homer names the like custom among the Greeks, of the bridegroom being preseded by virgins bearing lighted torches. — The virgins represent the visible church, which make a profession of the faith, that Christ the bridegroom will come from heaven.

Matthew 25:2. Five of them were wise, and five were foolish. This idea represents half the christian world as shut out of heaven for want of grace.

Matthew 25:4. The wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. Wisdom is the character of true religion; it draws the just conclusion, that with extinguished lamps we never can bear the insults of the populace. Learn then, oh my soul, to prepare by holiness to meet a holy God. Take the oil of grace, the faith that works by love and purifies the heart.

Matthew 25:5. While the bridegroom tarried. He delays till the seventh trumpet shall sound, till the mystery of God shall be finished; then shall be seen the sign of the Son of man in the clouds of heaven.

They all slumbered and slept. Some asleep, some half asleep; they sat at the appointed house, and became sleepy at the usual hour of repose. But sleep literally denotes the death of good men.

Matthew 25:6. At midnight there was a cry made. Christ will come as a thief in the night.

Matthew 25:12. I know you not. I do not approve of you, nor acknowledge you as my friends.

Matthew 25:15. To one he gave five talents. In the royal household the servants must sustain a gradation of rank, and proper talents for every station. So likewise in the kingdom of heaven. One has wisdom and genius for science, and talents for trade; another has learning and eloquence. One has a talent for training up children, and the instruction of youth; another has local influence by riches, by manufactures and commerce. In the sanctuary likewise, one is a son of thunder; another of consolation; a third speaks wisdom with them that are perfect.

But the touchstone of the parable is, that all persons must improve their talents; yea, double them, and gladden the church by the progress they make in grace, and all divine attainments. So shall the great rewards of grace be, as when a general after victory receives promotion, and the first favours of the king.

In a word, from this very important parable we learn, that God will admit of no excuse for negligence and delay; for every excuse we make, every plea we allege, is a criminal insult to the author of our being, and to the Saviour who gave his life for our redemption. Such a wretch shall have his shame covered with outer darkness, and the forfeiture of his talent. Our Lord delivered a similar parable when going up from Jerusalem to Jericho. Luke 19:12.

Matthew 25:30. Cast into outer darkness. See on Matthew 8:12.

Matthew 25:31. When the Son of man shall come in his glory. Our Saviour with perfect propriety closed his predictions, for the day, with a sublime view of his final coming, and of the last judgment. The images are impressive, and sublime in the highest degree. The curtains of heaven shall be drawn, and all the world surprised by the revelation of the Lord Jesus in flaming fire. He shall come in the glory of the Father, in all the incommunicable perfections of the Godhead. He shall come in his own glory, as the firstborn among many brethren; and as the prophet, priest, and king of his people. His holy and mighty angels shall swell the train. Having been the great ministers of his providence, their happiness and duty are most intimately connected with the closing scene. As the oriental shepherds cleared their fields and forests at certain seasons, and separated the sheep from the goats, so he will separate the righteous from the wicked, who are here called goats, because they resemble that animal in lasciviousness, as Chrysostom says, and in obstinacy of temper, haughtiness of carriage, and impurity of habit.

The Judge will proceed to try the universe according to their works; they alone are the sure tests of the dispositions of the heart and mind. The works fixed upon are, visiting the sick, the poor and the persecuted. These are all works of charity; and the end of the law and the gospel is charity, out of a pure heart, a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned. If religion do not make us love, it does not make us resemble its great author.

The king, having favoured the sheep with a seat at his right hand, shall pronounce them blessed of the Father, and invite them to his kingdom, prepared for them from the foundation of the world, for man was made in the image of God and created for his glory. But turning to the culprits on his left hand, a reprobate throng — he shall say, Depart ye cursed. Not cursed indeed of the Father, for God blessed Adam in his creation; but — cursed for violating the law, and rejecting the gospel. Depart ye into everlasting fire, prepared, not for man, but for the devil and his angels. God having chosen us in Christ Jesus, as in Matthew 25:34, from the foundation of the world, that we should be holy, and without blame before him in love. And if we are not holy, but are the servants of Satan, we shall have no portion with him for ever. Yes, the master will claim his servants, and the devourer will roar for his prey. And as Satan, now subjected to greater torments for his cruelties to the human race, cannot avenge himself on the Judge eternal, he will turn all his fury against apostate man.

Be warned then, oh unbeliever, not to come into that place of torment. Thou swearer, impious and profane, thou adulterer and drunkard, thou degraded mortal whose heart is attached to gold and corruption, and whose soul is destitute of the godlike fruits and tempers of pure religion; be warned, I say once more, not to come into that place of torment. Be it also remembered, that the punishment is eternal. The very same word is here obviously used to express both eternal blessedness and eternal misery. It may often signify seculum, an age, but in this place it must mean eternity, and in all the following texts. Matthew 6:13; Matthew 21:19. Mark 3:29. John 4:14; John 6:51; John 6:58; John 8:51; John 10:26; John 12:34; John 13:8. Matthew 12:32. The last of these is, if possible, more pointed still.

Were we to admit the explication which certain men have attempted to give to this word, we should have no bible. Every sacred word, the basis of all our hope, would have a vague and unsettled import. Do these men say, that if a father be very angry with a son, and if that son shall repent and implore mercy, will not the father forgive him? True; and I always love humanity. The bible everywhere represents God as clothed with mercy, and waiting to be gracious. But if the appeal be made to humanity, there is a crisis in human crimes which all nations have agreed to punish with death: and if the appeal be made to the bible, it is everywhere clear, that with men, with nations, and with the finally impenitent there is a period of vengeance, when the age of mercy is absolutely past.

Matthew 25:35. I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat. The Lord has taught us to appreciate a tree by the excellence of its fruit. A good man is satisfied from himself; he tastes the fatness of God’s house, and walks in the comfort of the Holy Ghost. Acts 9:31. The church however requires exterior and more certain proofs. Hereby we know that we know him, because we do his commandments. 1 John 2:3. Revelation 22:12. Charity to the poor therefore, and charity in every form is the grand, the sure test, that He whose nature is love, dwells in the heart, and kindles it with a flame of charity to all mankind. It is thus that the love of God to a fallen world is the moving cause of our salvation, and good works demonstrate the operations of grace in the heart. John 3:16.

Matthew 25:37. Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, and fed thee. Christ addresses the righteous in new language, language to which they had not been accustomed. Habituated only to magnify grace, and sing of His lovingkindness, works of charity had passed away as summer showers. They had kept no memorials, except of their sins which he remembers no more. This is the mutual delight of Christ and the church, which shall augment the felicities of heaven for ever.

REFLECTIONS.
The jews, on betrothing a virgin, which comprised the conditions and promises of marriage, usually gave a dowry to the father or guardian of the virgin, which was a caveat against divorce, and a deposit sacredly preserved for the benefit of the children. The bridegroom did not consummate the marriage in the house of his father-in-law, till he had publicly received his bride; for no nation ever sanctioned private or clandestine marriages. On these occasions it was usual for ten virgins, dressed in white, to meet and presede the bridegroom in the streets with burning lamps; and if any lamp should go out, the scorn and laugh of the populace would inevitably follow. Their feasts and marriages were all celebrated in the evening, because the excessive heat of the day prompted to repose rather than pleasure. These circumstances our Saviour most aptly improved to instruct the church, and to warn the world against the inefficacy of a protracted repentance. From hence we may learn the following particulars.

First, That Christ is the Lord and husband of the church. Ephesians 5:23. He has loved her, and washed her in his own blood, that she may appear without spot in his presence. He has drawn her to love him again by the glory and grace of his person. He is her protection and defence, he adorns her with diadems and beauty, she shares in all his glory, and he will present her faultless before the Father with exceeding joy.

Next, exterior professors are distinguished into two classes, the wise, and the foolish; and the distinction is highly instructive. The five wise virgins said, we have oil enough indeed for the present; but it may happen that the bridegroom shall be detained in the house of his father-in-law, and that we shall have a mishap with our lamps; it is prudent therefore to take a little oil in our vessels. Just so the wise man says, I have a holy God to meet, and I must be holy. I have to appear in his presence, and I must be ennobled with his image, and have my heart and countenance irradiated with truth and grace.

Folly is the character of men who live unprepared to meet their God. They may have high claims to civil and religious knowledge, and they may regard the faithful as somewhat below them in point of intellect; but walking in the momentary blaze of a religious profession, and occasional good impressions, they slumber on till the voice of vengeance awakes them to confusion and shame.

The coming of the bridegroom may farther be considered as applicable to different periods of the church. In particular, when our Lord came to execute judgment upon the jewish nation, in the destruction of Jerusalem. Then they who continued in the faith fled, as soon as Gratus raised his temporary siege; but all the apostates, or foolish virgins, presently saw the Romans return under Titus, and then all their cries and knockings were in vain. He that made them would not save them.

The parable may also be applied to the night of death, as the fathers have in general applied it. Then they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament, and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever. But ah, the hearer, negligent of his salvation, is alarmed by a cry of the bridegroom’s approach at the midnight hour of life. The lamp of his profession is extinguished, and his former light encreases his darkness by adding aggravation to his sins. All is consternation in his soul, all is terror and darkness on the side of heaven: he must die, and he has no evidence, no earnest of glory. He implores the prayers of saints, but they can give him no oil. They are all lying priests who grant absolution and oil to the sick, and can do no more. The true saint, still holding the gospel language, exhorts him to buy oil in the means of grace; but ah, it is midnight, nor can he go to the house of God. In this despair he would next storm heaven by prayers and cries. But ah, the door is shut — for ever shut; and mercy reigns no more for him.

Finally, the parable is applicable to the day of judgment. Waiting for the Lord, the wise and foolish sleep in the grave till the voice of the archangel, and the trump of God shall announce the bridegroom’s approach. Now, all those who are ready and fully prepared shall enter the celestial mansion, and the doors shall be closed against all who have been negligent of their salvation. Watch therefore, said the Lord. And may Almighty God break the charm of worldly incitements, of concupiscence, and of every obstruction to conversion. May religion be our first and chief, as well as our last concern. Then we shall have joy, and the consummation of bliss at the appearing of the Lord Jesus. 

26 Chapter 26 

Verses 1-75
Matthew 26:2. After two day is the passover. This is the literal import of the Greek word πασχα pascha, and the Hebrew word פסח pesach, because the Israelites, after eating the paschal lamb, passed over the Red sea. The jews had a tradition, probably from the prophets, that they should be delivered at the passover, which tradition is still in the Cabalists. And it is very remarkable, that Christ should redeem the world at the very festival when he redeemed the Hebrews from Egypt. He is our passover, and not a bone of him was broken. See the Reflections on Exodus 12.

The passion week was observed in the primitive church with an augmentation of the offices of piety; they were not willing to be eclipsed by the devout jews in their purifications for the passover.

1. Dominica, the Lord’s day, on which the Saviour entered Jerusalem. 

2. The second holy day was that in which he caused the figtree to wither. 

3. The third day was a feast day. 

4. The fourth was the market day. 

5. The fifth day, that which preseded the day of unleavened bread, when the passover was prepared: Matthew 26:17. 

6. The sixth day, being the first day of unleavened bread, when the Saviour, after instituting the last supper, was slain as our passover. 

7. The sabbath, or day of repose in the sepulchre. 

8. Dominica, the Lord’s day, on which he rose from the dead.

Matthew 26:3. Then assembled together the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders of the people. The sanhedrim comprehended these three orders of men. In Acts 5:41 we find the council only were assembled, which consisted of twenty three members. This convention met two days before the passover, as is stated in Mark 14:1. Every city also had a bench of elders.

Matthew 26:5. Not on the feast day: τη εορτη the feast. The word day is added as an expletive, but it disturbs the sense, as the festival comprised seven days, during which they ate unleavened bread. Herod, equally wary, designed to put Peter to death after easter. Acts 12:4. But God, more watchful than they, so overruled their counsels, and all other events, that Christ our passover was sacrificed for us at this festival, that the hallowed type might not be superseded.

Matthew 26:6. Now when Jesus was in Bethany. See John 12., where the account is full.

Matthew 26:12. She did it for my burial. The Holy Spirit having prompted her to do what she but imperfectly understood, she became a prophetess of the sufferings and the glory of Christ, leaving the less instructed apostles in the shade.

Matthew 26:14. Judas Iscariot. This man associated with our Lord, not because his heart was contrite for his great wickedness, but through terror of conscience; and the glorious works of the Saviour amused him, for the time, while an abyss of depravity slumbered in his breast. Not having a relish for divine employment, he preferred being treasurer to the little flock; and being professedly honest, his frequent embezzlements of the sacred store were not suspected by his fellow disciples. Oh vile crime, to rob the altar, and defraud the poor! Covetousness was his character, and it ultimately gained the entire ascendancy over him. This vilest of men knew that the jewish council awaited an opportunity to imprison the Lord and Saviour; and it is apparent that the traitor did not expect his condemnation to die. He instantly calculated on his gain, on the secresy of his treason, and on the enjoyment of his fortune. Avarice so completely obscured his reason, that he forgot the prophetic character of his Master, and the account he must give to God. But hypocrisy is the finishing trait in his character.

This man came to eat bread at his Master’s table, as though he had still been among his fastest friends. And what did the Lord do? He conveyed a hint to him, that he was acquainted with his treason, but so prudently, that every disciple suspected himself rather than the traitor. He permitted Satan to infatuate him to destruction, by the very passion he had always indulged. He detected this Achan, and purified his little family ere he left them in the world. — Beware then, oh man, of dallying with thy besetting sin. Is it drunkenness? Is it impurity, or uncleanness? Is it covetousness? Does the miser exclaim against prodigality? Does he plead the wants of a family, the winter of old age, and the privilege of having a mite for the poor? Judas availed himself of similar excuses. He was wounded when the woman poured the box of ointment on our Saviour’s head, and made the poor his plea. But mark how his punishment corresponded with his crime. When he saw that Jesus was condemned, his slumbering conscience awoke in all the terrors of an anticipated hell. He knew his die was cast. Mercy he did not ask, for he felt no desire. The sight of his silver he could not bear, it seemed all coined into daggers for his soul. He cast it down at the feet of the council, rather to excite their anguish, than to relieve his own mind. Existence to him was intolerable, nor had he the power to take it away. But finding his misery incessant, he made the desperate leap, to try whether the torments of the invisible world were milder than those of time.

Matthew 26:26. This is my body. The jews ate unleavened bread at this feast, and usually said, this is the bread of affliction which our fathers did eat in Egypt. Alluding to the paschal supper St. Paul says, “Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.” Hence, when our Lord said, this is my body, it marked a change from the old to the new covenant, as was fully expressed when he took the cup. “This is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the remission of sins.” Now as bread is broken to eat, so his body was wounded to give life to the world; and as wine is poured into the cup to revive the spirits, so his blood was shed on the cross to cheer the guilty gloom of man.

Again, when he said, this is my body, he superseded the paschal lamb which had designated his body; and when he said, this is my blood, he superseded the blood of bulls and of goats, and all the shadows of the ceremonial law. Yet because Jesus said, this is my body, the doctrine of trans-substantiation has been invented to give an undue power to the priesthood. How could any minister ever imagine that his prayers could change real bread into the real body of Christ! He said indeed this is my body; but he said with equal force, I am the vine — I am the door — I am the way. It is sufficient, if while eating the mortal bread, we discern the immortal body of Christ.

Then, oh my soul, what dost thou not see in the most expensive supper of the Lord. All the footsteps of redeeming love are unfolded to thy view. The sublime and mysterious, the all-availing atonement is presented as the balm of thy guilty conscience. Thou art taken from the dunghill, thy rags are changed for robes, and thou art allowed to feast in heaven with Christ. The Master, taking the cup, speaks of drinking the next draught of wine in his Father’s kingdom. He talks of his ascension, of preparing mansions more glorious than those which already exist — of the Comforter, and of his second coming. With these words he cheered his weeping friends, and left them not till he had ratified his covenant with blood. Then, oh my soul, repose on that covenant as on the rock of ages, till thou shalt see him in the clouds of heaven.

Matthew 26:29. Until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom. These words show the certainty of eternal life, and the divine enjoyments of that happy world. Blessed are they that are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb.

Matthew 26:30. And when they had sung a hymn they went out. In the Hebrew feasts it was common to sing a hymn of praise and thanksgiving, on account of which the Lord’s supper is frequently called the holy eucharist.
Matthew 26:34. Thou shalt deny me thrice. See the note on Jeremiah 36:3.

Matthew 26:38. My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death. Other martyrs went to the theatre of conflict as the heroes of the church; but Jesus who was not yet in the hands of his enemies, who made himself a willing offering, and to whom death approached without the terrors of guilt, cried, prayed, and wrestled beyond the powers of language to describe. Why was all this difference? It was because the anguish and death due to a guilty world seized his soul. The sorrows of death compassed him about, and the pains of hell gat hold upon him. Divine justice stood arrayed in all the terrors of righteousness, with the bitter cup of anguish and death in his hand, the death menaced to man before the fall; and either the Saviour or the sinner must drink the very dregs. Justice could abate nothing of the ransom, for now all heaven must be instructed in the righteousness of God in man’s redemption. Oh then, it was not the fear of the cross, but the pangs of human guilt and human punishment which made the Saviour weep and cry. The conflict was tremendous. His sweat was tinted with gore; thrice he fell, and thrice he rose; but life was granted on the sanctifying basis of his death. May my soul tremble at the scene, and learn to sin no more. It pleased the Lord to bruise him, and put him to grief, when he had made his soul an offering for sin. How shall I dare then to fly in the face of justice and transgress his holy law. Ah, surely it is fools, and fools of the last degree, who make a mock at sin. They know neither its nature nor its consequences. They know not the terrors of the Lord, against whom they have transgressed.

Matthew 26:39. Oh my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou wilt. This was the hour and power of darkness. Oh mysterious agony! Beyond conception, and above all comment. He offered up strong cries and tears to the Father. The fiends of hell were let loose on his soul, ere his body was delivered to the tormentors. This is the dark valley which no martyr ever trod. The prince of darkness loaded him with all the anguish and crimes of a guilty race; he drenched him with the bitter cup. God spared not his own Son. Oh sin: oh death! Suffice it to say, the sun shone, leaving the Saviour victorious in the field.

Matthew 26:41. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. This is an admirable copy of the human heart. Man wishes to resemble God, and to be a hero in the hour of temptation; but that is the time when he very often most dishonours God and himself. Hence our Saviour speak this, not to excuse negligence and sin, but to excite watchfulness and prayer, lest we enter into temptation. Let us set a tenfold guard against the weak part, and always run for shelter to him who is always conqueror. It is far better to keep our bones whole, than to undergo the painful process of healing and knitting them again.

Matthew 26:49. Hail, Master; and he kissed him. This consummate audacity was a proof that Satan had entered into him with the sop. The officers bowed themselves to the earth, the usual mark of respect, in arresting an illustrious person. During the Irish massacre of the protestants, a papist girl had a protestant grandmother concealed in the house. When the murderers came with the usual threats, the girl betrayed her trust, and ran up stairs to the hidingplace and fell down on her knees to obtain the kiss of pardon! On being reproached with treason, she cried, oh grandmamma, what could I do? I could not damn my own soul!

Matthew 26:52. All they that take the sword shall perish with the sword. No nation allows of private war. Justice must not be administered by faction, fury, and passion. The judge who bears his sovereign’s sword will punish assassins with death. They also who employ the sword against the innocent, as the jews now did against Christ, shall perish by the sword. So it happened when the Romans cut them off. This text is generally applicable to wars, as well as to other aggressions. The victorious sing the Te Deum, for God is on their side. But in the next campaign, victory recoils like the tide; then the Te Deum is sung in the enemies’ capital, for God is now on their side also! No, no, sinful nations. God is against you both, and making you a dreadful scourge one to the other because of your avarice, pride, impiety, and crimes. Hasten therefore to make peace, and implore the divine mercy and protection. 

Matthew 26:53. Twelve legions of angels, a legion to defend each of the apostles, and the Saviour. These would be able to destroy all the unbelievers in a moment. There is then, Peter, no need of thy rash help. In Alexander’s time a Grecian legion was reckoned to be six thousand six hundred and sixty six. The Romans retained the Greek word, and so do all the versions, because in military arrangements we have no correspondent word. But had such interposition been admitted, how should the scriptures be fulfilled, which speak of the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.

Matthew 26:75. He went out and wept bitterly. The consideration of this case is reserved to John 21., where we find the unhappy apostle restored to the love of Christ, and to his ministry.

REFLECTIONS.
We now enter on tragic ground. The great theatre of human crimes and of human redemption opens to our view. The prophets, appalled by an obscure and distant sight, searched diligently to decypher the import of the Spirit which spake of the salvation to come unto us. A throng of angels crowded round to pry and look into the mysteries of man’s redemption.

First, here is the victim presented before us, the Lord Christ, who had finished his ministry, appointed his apostles, and foretold the circumstances of his death. The immaculate Lamb, in preparation for his work, spent the nights of Monday and Tuesday on the mount of Olives. So he gave an example to dying saints, that abstracting themselves from the cares of life, they might converse with heaven alone.

Next, here is Caiaphas, who had bought the highpriesthood of Valerius Gracchus; and simony leads to destruction. Acts 8:20.

Third, here is the council who had rejected the miracles of Christ; and from the resurrection of Lazarus, had determined on his death.

Lastly, here is Judas, who assuredly plunged his own soul into endless destruction, by betraying his Master for filthy lucre. These are the leading characters in the tragic scene; for the Romans and the populace do but fill up the shades of this instructive portrait. 

27 Chapter 27 

Verses 1-66
The redemption of man is comprised in many scenes. The last supper of our Lord — his agony in the garden, for there man first offended — the treason of Judas — the apprehension of Christ — his appearance before Annas — his arraignment before the sanhedrim — his deliverance to the Roman power when arraigned before Pilate — his appearance before Herod — his return to Pilate, condemnation, scourging, and crucifixion — his resurrection — his ascension — and the promise of his second coming. Here we trace the tragic footsteps of the divine wisdom, and discover that God has done what was best and fittest to be done for our redemption.

Matthew 27:5. He went and hanged himself. The Vulgate reads, se suspendit, “suspended himself;” but some read, strangulatus est, “was hanged.” One thinks, and no mean critic, that the devil took him up into the air, and strangled him, and on letting him fall he was almost broken in pieces. It seems however more likely that the abdomen burst, when somebody cut him down.

Matthew 27:9. By Jeremy the prophet. The above citation is found in Zechariah only. Jeremiah’s name was either inserted without authority, or as his name stood foremost of the minor prophets, any passage cited from them might be said to be in the book of Jeremiah. So Lightfoot. But as Zechariah and Jeremiah are twice distinctly cited by St. Matthew, the name has probably been mistaken by the copyist. Augustine thinks it was a defect of memory in the evangelist.

Matthew 27:11. The governor asked him, Art thou the king of the jews? The rulers, determined to take away his life, made this the grand charge, and urged that through all jewry he had stirred up the people to sedition against the Romans. The Saviour’s reply is modest, glorious, and convincing. Thou sayest. It is as thou sayest. I am the king of the jews. To this purpose was I born, and for this end came I into the world, to bear witness of the truth; but my kingdom is not of this world. Thus the Lord, having avowed his Divinity to the sanhedrim, that he should come on the clouds of heaven; now avows his regal dignity to the governor, as King of kings and Lord of lords. Thus, according to St. Paul, he “witnessed a good confession before Pontius Pilate.” — The governor now pronounced him faultless, which roused all the bloody passions in the rulers’ hearts. 

Matthew 27:15. To release unto the people a prisoner. At festivals the jews used to put criminals to death, to deter the nation from crimes. But as they had been released from Egyptian bondage at the paschal feast, they humanely released a felon according to the popular humour. Pilate therefore followed this custom.

Matthew 27:19. Have thou nothing to do with that just man. I am utterly surprised at the comment which certain critics put upon these words. All agree that the dream was supernatural; but the question is, whether it proceeded from God or from Satan. “We commonly reckon,” says John Calvin, “that this woman was suborned of the devil to obstruct or retard the redemption of man.” Maldonatus obviously leans to the same idea. Why then should Satan enter into Judas, and hurry him on to betray his Master, and then immediately inspire the dream of this woman to prevent his crucifixion? If Satan act against Satan, how shall his kingdom stand? The dream was most assuredly of God, to prevent Pilate from destroying himself in ignorance, by becoming the principal agent in the Saviour’s death. But were not the rulers and Pilate fated, or predestinated from eternity, to be the instruments of the Saviour’s death? It is replied, and largely illustrated in Genesis 22., that Abraham had, after a hard inward conflict, bound and laid his Isaac on the wood, and had raised his arm to slay his only son; and consequently that the obedience both of the father and the son were as consummate as if Isaac had actually been immolated. No man doubts of this. Hence John Goodwin, in his “Redemption Redeemed,” strikingly infers from Isaac, the type of Christ, that if the jews had embraced the Saviour, being convinced of his divine mission by his miracles, his obedience or willingness to die would have been equally meritorious of our redemption.

This thought has a high claim to consideration; for St. Paul founds the merits of Christ on his obedience, saying, he became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Philippians 2:8. Also in Psalms 40:7 it is said, Lo I come: in the volume of the book it is written of me: I delight to do thy will, oh my God. In that case our Saviour might probably, like Enoch, have been translated to the glory of the Father, after doing his will on earth. But against this supposition the words of Christ to Peter in the garden will be opposed. How then must the scriptures be fulfilled? I answer, the prophecies concerning Christ’s death were not more positive than those which once announced the sentence of death on Ahab, on Hezekiah, and on the Ninevites; yet in all these three cases, tears saved the men from punishment. And our Saviour himself twice said of Jerusalem, EXCEPT YE REPENT, ye shall all likewise perish. Luke 13:3; Luke 13:5. Moreover, sooner than admit that Pilate and the jews were absolutely fated to so foul a deed, I would adopt a system favoured by the Augustine theology; that the jewish rulers about the time of Lazarus’s resurrection, were rejected, passed into a state of reprobation, and so God employed them, as demons also are employed, to fulfil the scriptures in crucifying the Lord of glory.

Matthew 27:20. The chief priests — persuaded the multitude that they should ask Barabbas. When a strong passion has once gained possession of the mind, not only the moral principle becomes extinct, but the understanding is blinded as to the consequences of guilt. Surely, had they thought at all, they must have seen the developement of their malice; aye, and what is most to be dreaded, the vengeance of heaven for the innocent blood of a prophet.

Matthew 27:24. Pilate — took water, and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this just person. This custom was primitive. “If I am wicked, why then labour I in vain? If I wash myself with snow water, and make my hands never so clean; yet shalt thou plunge me in the ditch, and mine own clothes shall abhor me.” Job 9:29-31. In cases of an undiscovered murder, Moses required the elders of Israel to wash their hands over a heifer, slain in the valley for expiation. Deuteronomy 21:6. Ovid, the Roman poet, is then not quite accurate in ascribing this custom wholly to the Greeks. He says, “The ancients believed, by the lustrations they prepared, that murder might be expiated. The commencement of this error was in Greece, where it was thought that an impious murder might be expiated by ablutions. Thus the son of Actor, surnamed Aruneus, was absolved by Peleus; and Peleus himself, from the murder of Phocus, was absolved by Acastus in the camp of Heraclea. —

The son of Amphiarus too, cries in fury, wash away, oh river Achelous, the guilt of my parricide; and lo, he is washed at once from his crime and his remorse. — Oh no, no! The sword awaits its victim. Canst thou be so credulous as to think that water can wash away a crime so foul?”

Omne nefas omnemque mali purgamina causam Credebant nostri tollere posse senes. Græcia principium moris fuit: illa nocentes Impia lustratos ponere facta putat. Actoriden Peleus, ipsum quoque Pelea Phoci Cæde per Hæmonias solvit Acastus aquas. — Amphiaraides Naupactoo Acheloo, Solve nefas, dixit, solve et ille nefas. Ah nimiùm faciles, qui tristia crimina cædis Flumineâ tolli posse putetis aquâ. FASTORUM, lib. 2. Matthew 5:35. Ed. Paris, 1804.
The repose which Pilate procured by this sacrifice of innocence to fury was but momentary. Some insurrection having happened in Samaria, Pilate destroyed many; and being accused to the emperor Vitellius, he was deposed, and died on his passage to Rome. But Eusebius says, he was banished to Vienne in France.

Matthew 27:25. His blood be on us, and on our children. The people who said this were misguided by the rulers and their dependents. But alas, they little thought that one million one hundred and ninety three thousand lives would so soon be required for this and all their other sins. — Josephus’s Wars of the Jews, book 7.

Matthew 27:26. When he had scourged Jesus, with the lictors, who did the same to Paul and Silas. This was a cruel punishment which they inflicted on malefactors in order to extort confessions. A full tragedy in character now followed, in planting the crown of thorns on his head, putting on him the robe, placing in his hands the reed for a sceptre, and paying to him the regal homage of bowing the knee. Such was the barbarism of the primitive world. When the French and the English made their first establishments in North America, great jealousies were excited among the six Indian nations; and when they got hold of a solitary traveller, they treated him with mockery and insults conformably to their humour. Oh what a heart is there in man. Those insults were permitted to the Saviour, that being the hour and the power of darkness, that the Father might by contrast, crown him with glory and honour, array him in the robes of light and majesty, and command the nations to bow the knee, lest with his iron sceptre he should dash them to pieces.

Matthew 27:34. They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gall. St. Mark says, “myrrh,” the usual draught of bitter poisonous herbs, to dull the exquisite pains of crucifixion. This draught our blessed Lord declined.

Matthew 27:37. This is Jesus the king of the jews. Pilate wrote this in Hebrew, in Greek, and in Latin, for he knew that such a claim of regal power would justify him with Cæsar. Every insult the Saviour received connected the cross with the crown; he was indeed the King of the jews, and also of the gentiles, who in his times shall show who is the only potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords.

Matthew 27:38. Two thieves crucified with him. The supineness of the Hebrews in taking life, and the encrease of crimes and tyranny, caused the country to abound with bands of robbers. There were also robbers in the city. The zealots who opposed the Roman yoke were often outlawed, and encreased the number.

Matthew 27:43. He said, I am the Son of God. This is equivalent to saying, “I and my Father are one.” John 10:30. Matthew 26:64.

Matthew 27:45. Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land to the ninth hour, when the Saviour gave up the ghost into the hands of the Father. Of this darkness we have the testimony of Dionysius, in his seventh epistle to Polycarp, and in his eleventh epistle to Apollophanes. Several heathen writers also bear the same testimony.

Phlegon says, Anno quarto Olympiadis 202, fuit eclipsis solis omnium quæ ante innotuerunt maxima, et nox horâ diei sextâ facta est, ita ut stellæ in cœlo apparerent; magnus item terræmotus in Bithynia factus magnam partem Nicææ evertit. That is, “In the fourth year of the two hundred and second Olympiade, there was a total eclipse of the sun, the greatest ever known, which occasioned darkness from the sixth hour, and so great that the stars appeared in heaven; and at the same time a great earthquake in Bithynia, in which part of the city of Nice was destroyed.”

This darkness is also recorded by Thales; and Tertullian, in his apology, boldly appeals to the archives of the Romans, as containing the record of Phlegon; an event unknown before, that the sun in the midst of heaven should give this sign of obscuration. Likewise Apollophanes, then a gentile philosopher, having observed the darkness at the full moon, when a solar eclipse was impossible, writing to Suidas, said, Aut Divinitas patitur, aut compatitur ei qui patitur. “Either the divinity suffers, or sympathizes with him who suffers.” — Vide Poli Synop. See note on Luke 23:44.

Matthew 27:46. Why hast thou forsaken me? Our Saviour is thought to have suffered in his soul the anguish due to us. Hence, in the garden, his soul was sorrowful even unto death; for he felt the whole wrath of God against the human kind for sin. So RICHARD WARD. His humanity therefore complained, because help and succour were deferred. So URSINUS. Besides the mocking of the jews, he is supposed to have suffered all the horrible injections with which hell in the hour and power of darkness was permitted to assail his soul. Yet there was no momentary dissolution of the hypostatical union; nor can we say that inward solace or comfort was denied, for his confidence was retained, saying, my God, my God. Let believers learn of their dear Lord never to let go their confidence, for that is the anchor-hold. And, as he never forsook his servants in trouble, so we should never give up our hope of deliverance.

Matthew 27:50. Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost. The voice of expiring men dies away like the vibrating sound of a bell; but the Saviour’s voice was strong. His enemies had indeed done their worst, but no man, said our Lord, taketh my life from me, but I lay it down of myself. His death was voluntary, and he surrendered up his soul into his Father’s hands. His whole divinity was in that prayer, which left his body in the hands of men. His dying voice opened heaven, shook the earth, and awoke the dead. He rent the veil of the temple, and disclosed its mysteries to vulgar eyes; figurative that the veil of his flesh was now rent, that the sublime mysteries of faith stood disclosed, even life and immortality, and that the new and living way was opened for us to enter, following his flight into the holiest of all.

Matthew 27:51. The veil of the temple was rent in twain. Maimonides says, in the first temple there was a wall one cubit thick, separating the holy from the holy of holies. On building the second temple, it was doubted whether the thickness of that wall should belong to the holy, or to the holy of holies; they therefore hung up two veils at a cubit distance, and called it paraxis, or trouble. If the two veils remained in our Saviour’s time, they were both rent, and the holy of holies exposed to view, and just about the time of the day when the priest would be burning incense. This veil, St. Paul says, signified that the way into the holy place was not yet laid open, till Christ entered heaven by a new and living way; that is, by the rending of his flesh on the cross. Hebrews 9:8.

Matthew 27:52. Many bodies of the saints arose. These, says Ignatius, were the holy prophets, raised to live with Enoch and Elijah in the paradise of God. To help our weak faith God was pleased to do this, as a sort of firstfruits of the general resurrection.

Matthew 27:54. When the centurion and they that were with him watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and as Mark adds, that he gave up the ghost, they feared greatly, saying, truly this was the Son of God. In the course of the day, they had understood his claims of divinity, and had mocked him in all his offices, as the prophet, priest, and king of Israel. Now the grandeur and terrors of his death, the earthquake, and the supernatural darkness, which could not proceed from an eclipse, it being then the full moon, drew these expressions from the centurion. Having learnt these words of the jews, they amount to a full confession of his Godhead, as in John 1:49. Thou art the Son of God, thou art the King of Israel.

Matthew 27:55. Many women were there, beholding afar off, conformably to the modesty of the east, attesting all his agony of love, weeping in his tears, and dying in his death. A sight they would never forget, a sight we should always keep in view, and set Christ crucified before the eyes of the people. Galatians 3:1. Many men also who had stood aloof through fear, returned, smiting their breasts in anguish and grief: a cloud of witnesses attesting the love of God to fallen man.

Matthew 27:57-58. When the evening was come, as was the ancient law, Joshua 10:27, Joseph of Arimathea — went to Pilate and begged the body of Jesus, the precious grain of wheat, whose resurrection produced a harvest of converts. Joseph buried him in his own new sepulchre, in which, as yet, no corpse had been interred. Nicodemus assisted in all those decencies of haste; for Christ crucified brings the dead to life: and thus without design made the evidences of his resurrection incontestible, by which he was declared to be the Son of God with power. Romans 1:4.

Matthew 27:66. They went and made the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone and setting a watch. God takes the wise in their own craftiness. All those precautions were collateral proofs of the Saviour’s resurrection. Death liberates from the persecutor’s arm, but malice operates unceasingly in the heart. Paradise and the tomb gave the Saviour repose, but a guilty conscience allowed no rest to his murderers. Their honour was now at stake; and if he had not risen they would have exposed his body to the public, as Achilles exposed the body of Hector around the walls of Troy.

REFLECTIONS.
We now follow the Lamb of God to see him set us an example in suffering, and to view him taking away the sin of the world. In every view we trace a wisdom and a temper worthy of his infinite dignity and glory. While Annas asked him of his doctrine and disciples, an officer, perceiving that Jesus answered with the dignity of a prophet, rather than the muttering of a felon, struck him. The Saviour explained to him his duty, to bear witness of evil, and not to strike, and left him to blush for his sin. This little circumstance marks the christian as possessing a superiority above all others.

The council or sanhedrim were ready in a nocturnal session, as wolves, to devour the Lamb. They sought for false witnesses, whose evidences, being political, would affect the Saviour’s life; but they found no such evidence. The highpriest therefore, more learned in wickedness than the temporal counsellors, adjured him in the name of God to say whether he was the Christ. This demand was contrary to every law of jurisprudence. It was unworthy of a minister of justice to urge it. But wrong as it was, the Lord confessed, and denied not, but said, Hereafter ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.

Here was truth in the fact, here was modesty in the expression, here was an affirmation that he inherited the glory which the jews had seen in the desert, and should inherit it for ever. Here was in short, a positive declaration of his Godhead; for it is written, My glory will I not give to another. So indeed the highpriest understood it, for he rent his robes at the presumed blasphemy, and persuaded the court to deliver him to Pilate as worthy of death; and yet this court agreed to keep silence before Pilate, and to forge charges of seditious expressions against Jesus. What incomparable wickedness! What sad fruits of rejecting the divine words and works of the Lord! Oh Caiaphas, thou hast rent thy robe, and God has rent the mitre from thy head, and from thy house; he has rent away the glory from thy people. Oh sanhedrim, you have taken counsel, deep as hell, against the Lord, and against his anointed; but he that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh at you, the Lord shall have you in derision. You shall come to nought, that the kingdom and the glory may revert to Jesus; and that you, reprobates by choice, may shortly be summoned to his high tribunal.

The morning came, the sun chased away the night; but ah, the darkness of that nocturnal guilt could never be removed. Jesus was early hurried before Pilate. The jews had power indeed to put thieves and murderers to death; but it would seem that the Romans in all cases reserved a right to judge state prisoners. Now in this prince we see a man of selfish policy, of weakness and fear, and a full portrait of embarrassment. He knew that the jews had delivered Jesus for envy; he saw it was not a political, but a religious affair; and therefore he sought to release him by impossible means, by a futile attempt to soften hearts which could not be softened. His weakness and indecision were perceived; and on being menaced with an appeal to Rome, instead of acting an independent part, he discovered the extreme of weakness and fear. He declared once and again, yea, three several times, that he found no fault in Christ. Yet to procure political repose, he scourged the innocent, and delivered him to die. Thus he foolishly procured the detestations of virtue, and an infinitude of pangs for his conscience.

In the flagellation or scourging of our blessed Lord, we may learn many lessons. We are healed by his stripes, and receive glory through his shame, when in reality all these indignities justly belonged to us for sin. Our Saviour, though apparently by the Roman custom of scourging criminals, was most significantly mocked in all his offices of prophet, priest, and king. He was crowned with thorns, arrayed in regal purple, and invested with the reed for a sceptre. But God, ever the advocate of innocence, converted them into real and immortal dignities. He crowned him with glory and honour, he arrayed him in the garments of majesty, and put a rod of iron into his hand, that he might rule the guilty nations. Yea, either for mercy or for judgment he will make every knee bow at the name of Jesus, and every tongue confess that he is Lord to the glory of God the Father.

We may next remark as the apostles do, the surpassing excellence of our Saviour’s temper before the council, and before Pilate. When he was smitten he threatened not, for punishment was due to us; when he was accused he answered nothing, for we were guilty; except when called upon, he witnessed a good confession before Pontius Pilate, and before the jews. Thus he has taught the suffering saints to commend their cause to God.

We must also observe, the dignity with which he died. He kept his eye on the accomplishment of prophecy; for that is the grand design of providence. He took care of his mother by recommending her to John. He pitied the ignorance and infatuation of his country, and prayed for the pardon of his enemies. He took care of the penitent thief. He, knowing that his work was finished, as Daniel had foretold, died with confidence — Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit. Thus he gave up life of his own accord, before the usual crisis of expiring nature. See farther Reflections on Mark 15. 

28 Chapter 28 

Verses 1-20
The history and evidences of our Saviour’s resurrection, being of infinite importance, are reserved to the last chapter of St. John.

Matthew 28:1. In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn towards the first day of the week. εις μιαν σαββατων, towards the first of sabbaths. The Vulgate Latin reads the same: in prima sabbati. Calvin also says, Le premier des sabbaths. See Luke 24:1. These readings intimate that the sabbath, or first day, was appointed by the Lord himself, as the day of joyful repose in commemoration of his resurrection, when he began his new creation. The stone which the builders had rejected, being now made the head of the corner, the church were commanded to sing, “The right hand of the Lord doeth valiantly; the right hand of the Lord bringeth wonderful things to pass. This is the day, the new sabbath, that the Lord hath made, we will rejoice and be glad in it.” Psalms 118. See additional remarks on Deuteronomy 5.

Mary Magdalene was a native of Galilee, because when Jesus went through the cities and villages of that district, he found her there. Luke 8:2. She was a demoniac, whom the Lord healed. Mark 16:9. She was also a woman of property, who in conjunction with the richer women among Christ’s disciples, made an offering out of their property. Cardinal Baronius thinks, she was Mary, sister of Lazarus, and called Magdalene from the word Magdala, a plaiter of hair, like other harlots. He thinks so, because otherwise this sister of Lazarus is not mentioned at all in the resurrection. But that is not likely, because the sister of Lazarus is mentioned as supping with Christ and her brother in Simon’s house, who was a nobleman, and had been a leper. It is also highly probable that she would sleep at Bethany in her own house. Hence others are of opinion, that Mary Magdalene received this surname from Magdala, a town on the sea of Galilee, for surnames are mostly derived from places.

It is however the piety of this woman, recorded in the scriptures to encourage sinners in turning to God, with which we are chiefly concerned. After her conversion she was more distinguished for piety, than before she had been for sin. — Her piety was constant, for she followed the Lord to the end of his abode on earth, and we believe to a high throne of glory. — She loved much, having much forgiven, for it is highly probable that her affliction had been a punishment for her pride and wickedness. — She was liberal, and devoted her savings from worldly extravagances to God and the poor. She loved the Lord as much after he was crucified as she had done when the multitudes adored him; for true love does not abate when Christ is degraded and persecuted in his members by the wicked. — She was more distressed for Christ than the others. She hallowed and adored him in her heart. The more reverend of the scribes only called him “master:” so did some of the disciples till they were confirmed in his Godhead. But Mary, whose soul flowed in sorrows, said, They have taken away MY LORD. — Lastly, she was honoured above others, being made the first witness of his resurrection. Oh astonishing grace, grace unmerited and free!

Oh sinner, great and grievous sinner: oh woman of pride, and of every lascivious habit: yea thou, oh woman, who hast a front for a British theatre, and who conformest thy life to the manners of the great, here is a model for thee; and here is grace in Christ to make thee as great a saint as thou art now a sinner. Here is love divine to cover all thy shame, to restore thy soul to the perfection of love, to ennoble thy person, and to raise thee to an immortal throne. Now take thy choice between Christ and the world; but take it now, for the day cometh that shall burn as an oven, when the proud, yea and all that do wickedly shall be as stubble; it shall burn them up, and leave them neither root nor branch, saith the Lord of hosts. These words were addressed to the two women here named. St. Luke adds, Johanna, and other women with them, who had come up from Galilee to the passover.

Matthew 28:3. His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow. The women saw the angel; they saw his face, and the whiteness of his robes. They heard his voice, his gracious words to calm and compose their minds. They received the angel’s commands —

Matthew 28:5. Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. While the angel of the Lord struck the bold Romans with terror, and spared their lives but to strike greater terror into the guilty council, he turned a smiling aspect towards the pious women, and said, Fear not ye. — These words may most aptly be improved to encourage and comfort penitent souls who seek the crucified Redeemer. The law appears with a terrific aspect, and menaces the guilty with death. But justice, losing her sternness in the smiles of mercy, addresses the sincerely penitent in all the promises of grace. Let us therefore gather a few hints from the case of these pious women. They saw the haste in which the Lord was interred, but they knew not of Nicodemus’s hundred pounds weight of gum, cassia, and myrrh, nor of the guards around the sepulchre. They came in simplicity and sincerity to do the offices of decency for the dead. Let us see that we likewise be sincere and pious in our approaches to the Lord.

They sought him with sadness and with tears. Let all penitents likewise review their sins, and study their case till their hearts are deeply impressed, and till tears freely flow for sin.

They sought him while it was yet dark; but after walking through the streets, and reaching Calvary, the sun was just risen. Come gracious soul, come with all thy ignorance and darkness of mind; come and look into the Saviour’s sepulchre, and the sun of righteousness shall arise upon thee with healing in his wings.

They sought him with many fears: but fear not ye, said the angel. And aye, how many fears and scruples have seekers still. Their case is too bad, their sins are too many to be pardoned. They shall never find the Lord. But a voice says, fear not ye. Go on, go on, and the Lord will be better to you than all your fears.

They sought him with embarrassment, who shall roll us away the stone? Ah, these difficulties. This stony heart, this unbelief. Go on, go on, again I say, and on approaching Christ, all these impediments shall be rolled away.

They sought him with balmy spices. Come, oh woman, with thy sighs, thy prayers, thy tears; and the angel of the covenant shall present them, with all the fruits of thy repentance, as incense to the Father. Come, oh come, all ye weeping company, and you shall find the Saviour, not in the sepulchre, not in the hands of his enemies, but at the Father’s right hand, able to anoint and comfort you. Come weeping soul for a pardon, and you shall return with joyful tidings to your brethren.

Matthew 28:7. Go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen. The balm of gospel comfort for the wounded mind must not be deferred. The women were commanded to remind the disconsolate disciples of the Saviour’s promise at the last supper, Matthew 26:32, that after his resurrection he would meet them in Galilee; yet their words seemed as mere reveries.

Matthew 28:9. Jesus met them, saying, all hail. This is a Gothic salutation of peace, health, and joy. The Greek is as in Luke 1:28. χαιρετε, rejoice. The word is rarely used now, except in poetry: it is of frequent occurrence in Dr. Beattie’s minstrel, and in Macpherson’s Homer.

Matthew 28:16. Then the eleven went away into a mountain. St. Paul says, that the number of brethren assembled there was about five hundred. The brief way in which Matthew names this, and all the other appearances, proves that he regarded this appearance, as the grand seal of truth and joy to the church. But some, for time, doubted, and resisted the testimony of those that had seen him; others were afraid, and indeed terrified, till composed and encouraged by the Saviour. He chose the saints to confess him, and imposed silence on demons.

Matthew 28:18. All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. As Mediator, all judgment was committed to the Son. Therefore he spake like himself, and sent forth his servants as the plenipotentiaries of heaven. He allowed them not to ask leave of kings, whether they should declare his gospel in their territories; that would have been to make earthly princes greater than their heavenly Lord. He clothed them, as in Mark 16., with celestial powers, to cast out demons, to heal the sick, to take up serpents, and fortified them against all the deadly effects of poisonous draughts.

Matthew 28:19. Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations. Whatever I have said in private conversations, or in the public ministry, that proclaim as from the house-top. He that heareth your sayings, heareth mine. Unfold all the grace of ordinances, and all the cares of discipline, that with an enlightened mind and a willing heart, they may come to baptism, and make an open profession of my name. These words, as joined with others spoken at this time, mark the sovereignty of Christ in heaven to confer the power; and the sovereignty of Christ on earth to remove the sentence of darkness from the gentiles.

Baptising them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Philosophy, now offered to us as a substitute for the bible, has no hidingplace here. De Rossi can find no variations in manuscripts reputed ancient. The three hypostases or triune nature of Deity is here declared. The true sense of the Elohim, as in the prophets, shines out. Christ is the Son of God; the Word, the Wisdom, the arm or power of Jehovah. The Spirit is the breath of his mouth. Psalms 33:6; Psalms 110:1. Proverbs 8:22; Proverbs 30:4. Isaiah 49, 63. The Saviour declares his omnipresence and eternity, when he adds, Lo, I am with you alway even unto the end of the world. As to the nature of baptism, and designations of the ordinance, Matthew Poole speaks thus.

“(1) It distinguishes the professors of christianity from the heathen world.

(2) It is an introduction into the church, and by consequence a privilege.

(3) It is a seal of the divine truth of the covenant, or the promises.” Romans 4:11. See Dr. Wall on Infant Baptism.

On the practice of baptism, this author also adds, “that children are included in the covenant, being part of their parents, as Levi paid tithes in the loins of Abraham. Genesis 17. It was always the practice of the jews to baptize the children of heathen parents, and the gentiles devoted their children to idols by lustrations.”

Irenæus speaking of Christ, says, “As he was a master, he had also the age of a master, not disdaining, nor walking in a higher path than human nature, nor violating in his own person the laws prescribed to mankind, but hallowed all its ages by the resemblance they have to himself; for he came to save all persons by himself. By all, I mean all who are by him regenerated to God; viz. infants, little ones, children, youths, and aged persons. Therefore he passed the several ages; — for infants, he was made an infant, sanctifying infancy. For little ones, he was made a little one, sanctifying those of early age, by giving them an example of piety, justice, and filial obedience. To young men, he was the pattern of youth,” finishing his course in the meridian of his days.

The whole of this parting scene is full of grace, full of majesty, and of celestial glory. See more on Mark 16:15.

